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Tour 8 Trail: its anew way | 
to say endurance. T 


Take a good look at what's here and you'll know that word “Trail” isn't in our name for 
nothing. Tour & Trail parts, accessories and rider gear are lightweight, yet strong and 
super-rugged. Just what you'd expect from International Cycle Supply /Florida Cycle 
Supply. Look for the Tour & Trail emblem at your dealer's and ask him for our new 
Tour & Trail gear. It's built for endurance. For your nearest Tour & Trail dealer write: 


International Cycle Supply Florida Cycle Supply 


Houston 9803 Gulf Fwy. • Houston, Texas 77034, Jacksonville P. О. Box 5245 • Jacksonville, Florida 32207, 
Cleveland 29607 Hall Street ° Solon, (Cleveland), Ohio 44139 
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by 


GUNNAR LINDSTROM 


ONE WAY 
TO WIN RACES 


Trick. Far out. Bitchen. Ported. 
Blueprinted. Reeds. High-compres- 
sion head. Special exhaust pipe. Air 
forks. Titanium. If it sounds good 
somebody will buy it. Small things. 
Big things. Some clever, some dumb, 
all expensive. They all claim they 
will make you go faster. Win more 
races. Wheelie away under the 
checkered flag into the sunset. “Our 
pipe adds power and torque through 
the whole range.” Heard that one 
before? “Our fork kit gives you ten 
inches of front wheel travel.” “Stay 
ahead of the competition, our head 
runs cooler.” The whole thing kind 
of gives you the impression that guys 
like Marty and Tony D. had a 
fortune well in their backyard in 
order to buy all the hot items and 
goodies and become successful. Stuff 
that the “lawnmower mechanics,” 
pretending that they are factory 
engineers, forgot, didn’t know about 
or left untried. No, things aren’t 
quite that simple. The factories 
know even before the product is up 


DIRT 


Open ‘Crossers head-to-head. We invited 10 manufacturers, 
see how many show up. 
Yamaha's YZ175. First version of the 11-inch mono. 


— 350 Alpina. The l's and the A's get re-worked for '76. 
TO — Plowing around in the dirty mind of Jethroe Tull. 
— Dynamite stuff: fork seals and lighting. 


COME — Enduro computers shootout 
- Saran-wrapping the National 250MX and Two Day Qualifier series 


-. Knobby reports: Carlsbad GP and Women's National MX 


for sale what's wrong with it. It's just 
that they have so many other things 
to take into consideration when they 
decide what a bike will look like. 

We get quite a few letters here at 
DIRT BIKE. Many hundred a 
month. Quite a few of them ask: I'd 
like to start racing and if I bought a 
new Dinosaur MX and then added 
the А pipe and the B head, C shocks, 
D fork kit and had the engine ported 
by E, do you think I would be 
competitive? Or: I have been think- 
ing about starting to race but where 
do I find a sponsor that can supply 
me with a “works bike"? It's quite 
evident that most new racers think 
that having special machinery is 
going to do it for them. If you have 
the fastest bike, the most tricked-out 
scooter, you will stun the competi- 
tion while still on the starting line? 
Stage One kits, Stage Two kits and so 
on. Come on now guys. It depends 
mainly on YOU, the rider. 

OK, so you wanna become a 
racer. Ride in enduros, trials, short- 
track, TT, scrambles, MX or 


DIRT BIKE 


TRIPPIN’ 
or 
RIPPIN’ 


АРТУ 


THE SUSPENSION 
EXPERTS! 
Developers. & manufacturers 
of the PATENTED TRICKIT € 
.FORKIMPROVER SYSTEM, the 
NEW “MTF? (Maximum Travel 
Forks) FORK DAMPER KITS 
апа Shock Absorber. Kits for 
Koni & Yamaha Thermal Flow. 


TRICKIT ® MEANS THE BEST 
_ IN SUSPENSION! | 


FREE CATALOG! 
Send 25¢ for mailing 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED ` 


NUMBER 1 PRODUCTS INC. — 
4931 №. ENCINITA AVE. . 
TEMPLE CITY, CA 91780. 
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whatever. The first part of it, is 
learning how to finish. Can't win 
before you finish. Now, let's look at 
the bike. Your budget is limited. 
Everybody's is. It's just a matter of 
how much. What should you get 
first? Sunburst head, a new pipe? 
No, first you should make sure that 
the parts you have on the bike 
already are in good shape. Are the 
piston and rings worn, timing set, 
sprockets and chain worn? Forks 
leaking? All controls working 
smoothly and so on? When 
everything is in good shape and 
working right, the first thing you 
should get is some common sense. Is 
it possible even at high cost to 
modify your trailbike into a winning 
motocrosser? Can your street bike be 
turned into an enduro mount that 
can finish an enduro? What about 
that XL250 sitting in your garage? 
Some bikes have it and some don't. 

If you want to, try a couple of 
events on your stocker to learn, and 
then you will have a pretty good 
idea of what it will take to become 
competitive. It will also give you a 
pretty good idea of what to get first 
when it comes to performance 
accessories. 

Consider this. Take the value of 
your bike and add up what all the 
goodies that you think you are gonna 
need will cost, and then try to 
imagine how competitive that bike 
will be. For the money you will have 
invested in it, you may be able to 
buy a good used or even new race 
bike with proven performance, and 
without the need for any extras. You 
have also saved yourself from the 
hassle of trying to put it together and 
tune it in order to make it work. If 
you do go ahead and buy go-fast 
stuff to add to your present scoot, 
buy only proven items with a 
money-back guarantee. 

But here is the point. When your 
bike is in shape, it's time for yourself. 
After all the tinkering it finally 
comes down to you. YOU have to do 
it. Nobody, not even the bike or your 
checkbook, can do it for you. The 
bike is only a tool. That's what is so 
fine about dirt racing: The rider has 
more importance than the bike has, 
in a winning combination. It's not 
necessarily the trickest bike that 
wins. It takes strength, stamina and 
skill and lots of practice to get where 
you can consistently be in the 
winner's circle. 


Continued on page 95 
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ROD KIT 
for CR1 25 EA 
b AVAILABLE 


Q, AT LAST! 
$23.95 


INCLUDES: 
ROD, ROD PIN, 
ROD BEARINGS AND 

THRUST WASHERS. 

Made specifically for CR125 
to DG’s exacting specs... 
the same as original Honda 


DG's '76 Book of Tricks 
(catalog) with 28 pages of 
goodies... only $1.00! 


5552 La Palma Avenue East 
Anaheim, California 92806 
714/996-4430 
DEALER INQUIRY INVITED 


Our 1976 all-new mail order catalog is the 

most complete catalog of parts, accesso- 
ries, performance equipment, tools and 

clothing for custom, street, competition 

and dirt bikes. The 1976 motorcylist's 

catalog is just the very best mail order 

catalog available anywhere. 1 


Allow.3 — 4 weeks for delivery 


Please enclose $1.50 for postage 
and handling for APO, FPO and 
foreign countries. 


ADDRESS 
CITY 
STATE ышы ZIP 


515 N. Victory Blvd., 
Eu 


Burbank, Ca., 91502 
(213) 849-7295 
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TREMENDOUS PRICE 
BREAKTHROUGH FROM 


0D YSSE Y by ELECTRONIC TIME CORP. 
REVOLUTIONARY NEW SPACE-AGE 


CHRONOGRAPH 
L.E.D. STOP WATCH 
ELEVEN FUNCTIONS 


TELLS TIME WITH INCREDIBLE 100TH OF SECOND ACCURACY 


NOW 

OFFERED 
ELSEWHERE FOR 
SUBSTANTIALLY 
MORE THAN 
OUR PRICE OF 
ONLY 


$75, 


STOP WATCH AND RECORD UP TO 
99 HOURS, 59 MINUTES, 59 SECONDS 
AND 99/100 OF A SECOND 


Odyssey's tiny electronic brain is incredible. The absolute ultimate in pre- 
cision time keeping plus hundredths of o second accuracy in o multi-feature 
stop watch/timer chronograph. 

Ideal for sportsmen, doctors, engineers, scientists, ond onyone who enjoys 
or needs the exquisite self confidence of totally precise time-keeping plus 
multi-feature stop watch timing. Invaluable for sports or race events and 
time studies. 

Our incredible price breakthrough now offers this super accurate time instru- 
ment for o fraction of the hundreds of dollors others charged for comparable 
chronographs. 

The Odyssey Chronograph Stop Watch is guaranteed for one year with 24 hour 
service, if required, at Electronic Time Corp.'s Florido factory. 

Rugged, masculine bond and cose, solid quality construction, gold-tone 
finish, stainless steel back. 

Stop watch can function without lighting display. During this interval, you 
con still get time, day, date, etc. without impeding stop watch timing. 


+ and 2. Hours ond 3. Seconds 4. ond 5. Month and 


Minutes Dote 
50 CHE 
6. Day of Week 7. ond 8. Elopsed 9. 10. ond 11. Elopsed 


Seconds, lOths ond 
100ths of Seconds 


Hours and Minutes 


End of Event Memory — Cleor stop watch 
Recall memory at any time 


TRY AT OUR RISK. 15 DAY HOME TRIAL. 

IF NOT 100% DELIGHTED IN EVERY WAY, 

RETURN FOR INSTANT REFUND IN FULL. 
ELECTRONIC TIME CORP. , 2554 N.FEDERAL HWY. , DANIA, FL. 33004. (305) 525-6501 


ри кии киши ин каш пш UM | 
To: ELECTRONIC TIME CORP., рер. Jl 2554 N. Federal Hwy. ,Donio,Fl. 33004 


Instant Freeze Stop 


В Pese rush me Odyssey stop wotch/chronogrophs on your unconditional В 
B money bock offer о! $75. ео. 5 a 
| RS insured shipping and hondling Si 2.00 目 
П Florido Sales Tox (if applicoble) о! $3. per watch 5 H 
i TOTAL 5 i 
( ) Check or Money Order enclosed in full payment. 
B Charge ту: ( ) Moster Charge ( ) BonkAmericard ( ) American Express ü 
( ) Diners Club — ( ) Corte Blanche i 
| Credit Cora ” Expiration Dote Е 
l inter-Bonk 4 (MC only) (located ubove your поте) [| 
NAME [| 
g ^0055 H 
Віту STATE ZIP i 
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$.75 for 
catalog 


5606 W. Manchester Blvd. 
Westchester, CA 90045 
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BRUCE WOODS 


A BOOK 
AND 
IT’S COVER 
ARE 
SOON 
PARTED 


Like, around the table of contents? 


A flash of movement, delicate in 
comparison to the heavy stumblings 
of the DIRT BIKE staff, tugged at 
the peripheries of my vision, trigger- 
ing, if not alertness, at least a 
temporary return to nearly full 
consciousness. It had been a fine 
daydream, I had been within a few 
miles of winning the ISDT, my 
sponsor, Olympia beer, was waiting 
at the finish with barrels of 
contingencies, it was a hard fantasy 
to let go of. When, however, the first 
thin wisps of perfume achieved 
momentary dominance over my 
polish sausage lunch, I was instantly 
awake. 

Rattling off nonsense on my type- 
writer keys, pausing to gaze, 
soulfully and concerned, at the 
mottled DB ceiling, doing my best 
impersonation of Robert Redford in 
All The President’s Men, I waited for 
her inevitable approach. Nothing 
happened. 

Turning my head only slightly, I 


watched the young lady from the 
corner of my eye. She was strolling 
casually about the office, looking at 
posters and such. Miraculously, she 
had been able to ignore my 
presence. Drastic measures were 
called for. 

I leaned back in my plush but 
creaking DIRT BIKE chair. Cover- 
ing my eyes with a comforting hand, 
I sighed, the sigh of a man struggling 
wearily, yet successfully, with the 
pressures and problems of big-time 
motojournalism. As I waited the 
rhythm of her footsteps broke. I felt 
her turn toward me. “Now,” 
thought I, “now comes the moment 
of thrilled recognition.” 

“Hey,” her voice purred out, thick 
with sensuality. “You sick or 
sumpin’?” she said. 

“Gotcha!” said me to myself, 
turning with feigned surprise. 

“Oh, I’m sorry, I didn’t see you 
come in. No, not sick, merely a bit 

Continued on page 18 


DIRT BIKE 


Mikkola picks Husky 250CR 
for /6 GP season! 


Heikki Mikkola, 1974 500cc World Champion, has 
signed to ride Husky's new 250CR motocrosser in 
next year's World Championship competition. This 
new 250 features a multitude of important but 
subtle innovations — resulting in more power, 
better handling, and, most important, increased 
reliability. All these new features work together to 
make you a believer — and a winner! 


Features 


Improved fork springs 

Improved GP fork dampening and increased 
travel 

New larger diameter steering head bearings 
More efficient exhaust system 

Spring loaded footpegs 

Improved heat treated Swedish chrome-moly 
frame 

Wider, stronger fenders 

MAG engine 

Reed valve inlet 

Improved rear shock positioning 
Re-positioned kick starter 

New, stronger Akront ribless rims 

GP-quick throttle 

Silver plated connecting rod bearings 


iH Husqvar Па- го win! 


` Husqvarna Motorcycle Co., Inc. Mic 


LUBRI-TECH 

MATCHING 
MOTORCYCLE 
PAINTS 


3 Ways to match 
original factory 
finishes on: 
HONDA 
YAMAHA 
KAWASAKI 
SUZUKI 


ASK 
THE 


EXPERT 


PRESTON PETTY 


SEEING THE LIGHT 

I read in the March 1976 issue in 
your column about a lighting kit 
made by Weda Instruments. Could 
you please give us their address, as a 
lighting kit may help us sell those old 

TMs we have lying around. 
Dormer’s Suzuki Center 
Lincoln, Nebraska 


Brush-In-Cap 
Touch-Ups 


Convenient brush-in-cap applica- 

tor lets you brush away unsightly 
nicks and scratches in one easy step. 
Available in colors to match '75 
and 76 models. 


Weda makes some pretty trick 
kits, no pun intended, for hanging 
: lights om most of the motorcycles 

2. EI with .CDI ignitions — particularly 

Matching s : Suzukis. It replaces your existing 

Aerosols CDI coil, with a specially wound 

The most popula то coil that includes a lighting tab. This 

paint in the world. Complete will run an 18-watt headlight and a 

color Systems to match most six-watt taillight. Weda Instruments 
models thru 1976. Hundreds of WNT Я é ; sae 

colors available including um will provide the coil, the wiring 

ШЕ diamonds. candy.. MN] 7 loom, the headlight and the taillight 

р ЕЙТ as a complete package, от any 

3. РО, Box 344, 703 Hiway 996, 

is P.O. Box Я iway ; 

Quarts, Gallons, Aurora, Oregon 97002. At least this 
| 5 Gallon Pails way, one can continue to use the 

for the big jobs high-powered CDI unit and make a 
good enduro off-road machine out of 
the RM scoots, among others. The 
kit prices vary from $35 to $85, 
depending on how much work you 
want them to do. However, I don't 
think you will have much problem 
selling the RMs. So far, many letters 


“e The same colors as are available 
BE | in aerosol. Ideal for matching 
or customizing motorcycles. 
fairings. helmets. vans. trailers. 
etc. For the professional user. 


ОООО ИА ге this month related to the RM 
machines. uzuki shou counter 
THE ORIGINAL, AND STILL THE BEST Yamehor TV. aloerdemens 07 


“Someday youll own a Yamaha” 
with “Someday you'll own an RM.” 
After all, I understand Roger owns 
one, so they must be good. 


LUBRI-TEGH 


7106 Barry /. Rosemont, 111. 60018 


HOLEY, HOLEY, HOLEY 
I have a Yamaha 175 Enduro, and 
Га like to know what drilling holes 


Motorcycle Paints, Lubricants, Chemicals 


in the head fins would do to the bike 
in terms of helping or hurting the 
performance. Would there be any 
special pattern I should use to drill 
these holes to increase air circula- 
Чоп? How much weight would be 
lost, approximately? Your products 
are the best. How come you don’t 
make plastic tanksP Do you think 
you ever will? Last of all, what is 
meant by unsprung weight? 
Tom Auld 
Easton, Pennsylvania 


Unsprung weight is defined as 
everything that doesn’t have 
suspension connecting it to the 
ground, like tires, wheels, the sliders 
on your forks and about two-thirds 
of the swinging arm and shock 
weight. 

When I can figure out a way to 
make a better plastic tank, other 
than rotational molding, I might be 
in the business. 

Drilling holes in the head fins and 
cylinder fins would look trick. I 
don't know exactly how much 
difference it would make in heat 
dissipation, but not very much. You 
would be lucky if you got five to ten 
degrees, which, out of 400-500 
degrees, isn't much. You could 
reduce the weight of the head by as 
much as 25-30 percent, though. The 
engine would probably make a little 
bit more noise, because the fins have 
less support, and would tend to ring 
more like a tuning fork. The 
porcupine or radial-type head design 
is really the best in terms of weight 
and heat dissipation, since each fin 
extends radially from the source of 
heat, the combustion chamber. A lot 

Continued on page 19 
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DIRTBIKE PROFILE 


oor t 


MIROSLAV CEZEK 


HOME: Czechslovakia 


AGE: 33 

PROFESSION: Works Mechanic, Czech I.S.D.T. 

Team rds а 
HOBBIES: Sleight-of-hand tricks performed with LOOSE TALK WITH 
mechanical parts. . а. 7 
MOST MEMORABLE BOOKS: “Jawa/CZ WHALEY ~~ 
Factory Manual”, and “Maigret And The SUPERCROSS 


Enigmatic Lett.” 

LAST ACCOMPLISHMENT: Switched an entire 
engine and transmission while standing under a 
bridge in four feet of water. 

QUOTE: “Cheating in I.S.D.T.? How there be 
cheating inI.S.D.T.?! What is this cheating you 
talk? Cheating! I.S.D.T.! You think that Czech 
people cheat at I.S.D.T.? I take this wrench 
and..." 

PROFILE: Vociferous, concerned, swings a mean 
wrench. Resemblence to a medium-sized oak tree 
stood him in good stead in Massachusetts and the 
Isle of Man, but could pose problems in the 
Austrian Alps. 

MAGAZINE: Dirt Bike. 


DIRT BIKE. THE MAGAZINE FOR MOTORCYCLISTS WHO KNOW WHERE THEY'RE 
GOING AND CAN HIDE WHERE THEY'VE BEEN. 


MIT ICE 1299.00 — 12 issues [$17 — 24 issues D6-9 
MAGAZINE 


- SEMI- WRAP 


Р.О. Box 317, Encino, CA 91316 Name 
Е iM = Address 
Canadian subscriptions add $1.00 per year for additional postage City 


and handling. Other foreign subscriptions add $2.00 per year. as ee ER ЖУГПЕКИ ТҮЙ ТҮЗҮ | 
- State mugs oec eue iecit eem py recepi eed ae. use eius | 
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AIR FILTER 


@ Washable Foam Bonded 
to Rubber Base 


ө Universal Fit 
@ Rubber Base Fits All Carbs 
@ Proven Flex Core Design 


UNIZ 


UNI FILTER INCORPORATED 


GARDEN GROVE, CALIF. 92643 
13522 NEWHOPE ST. 


MOTO-CROSS JERSEYS 
For all brands of bikes! 
NOW IN STOCK! 


Special-made Moto-Cross Jerseys, extra-strong 
seams, reinforced elbows. Satisfaction guaran- 
teed. Use easy-order form. All orders shipped 
promptly from stock. Price: $9.95. 


Moto-Cross Jerseys $9.95 each 
70 cents postage and handling 


All Brand Names* and Colors and Sizes. Please 

Moto-Cross Jerseys. 
Brand Мате* 
Size 


(please print) 


Name 
Street, 
City. 
State Zip. 


Enclosed is my check or M.O. for $ 


*Honda, Yamaha, Suzuki, Kawasaki, Penton, 
Can-Am, CZ, Bultaco, Maico, Husqvarna, 


Indian, Harley-Davidson. 


Div. of Village Togs, Inc. 
VILLAGE CYCLE SHOP 
10-d Motocross Road 
Lake City, Tennessee 37769 


BITS 
and 


PIECES 


LEN WEED 


New models and rumors. Short on 
the heels of the GP1 Phantom tested 
in the May issue comes the GP2 
Ossa. And it looks like the Desert 
Phantom and Super Pioneer have 
been merged into one new model, 
called the Mountaineer. Itll have 
the GP2 motocross frame and 
enduro engine. We'll be testing it 
when it becomes available. 

Two-day rumors. Suzuki has been 
playing around with a Two Day 
version of the RM370. MXer. And 
American Honda came up with a 
modified CR125 for Rick Munyon in 
the Two Day Qualifier Series. Could 
it become the MR125? 


* * * * 


At the halfway point of the 
International Trials Championship 
Series (six events) the leaders were 
Malcolm Rathmell 59, Martin 
Lampkin 56, and Yrjo Vesterinen 
54. Rathmell had three wins, 
Vesterinen two and Lampkin one. 

At the one-third point (three 
events) of the National Observed 
Trials Series the leaders were: Don 
Sweet 35, Lane Leavitt 34, Mark 
Eggar 28, Marland Whaley 24, Joe 
Guglielmeli 19, and Bernie Schreiber 
18. Sweet, Schreiber and Eggar had 
a win apiece. The series continues in 
October. 


* * * * 


Know about Husky's new warran- 
ty program? Full engine and frame 
coverage, no charges for parts or 
labor for repairs because of 
breakage, failure or malfunction due 
to defects in materials or workman- 
ship during the first 60 days of 


normal use. If its a racer, normal 
use means racing. In their ad they 
show a frame and engine illustrating 
what they warrant. Then there's an 
empty panel opposite, illustrating 
what everybody else warrants.. A 
certain Spanish manufacturer re- 
sponded by taking the ad, replacing 
"other manufacturers" with Bultaco 
and inserting a photo of an entire 
Pursang. Seems Husky forgot that 
Bultaco has had an entire bike 
60-day warranty for some time now. 


* * * * 


Answer to the mind bender that 
appeared in the August issue. 

1. DeCoster, Husky (2) 

2. Kring, Maico (4) 

3. Whaley, Suzuki (5) 

4. Weil, Yamaha (1) 

9. Suzuki, Honda (3) 


* * * * 


Let the slow times roll, before 
August 31. The Green Company 
wants to give away green, $100 to be 
exact. Buy a KT250 trialer before 
August 3lst and Kawasaki will 
return $100 of the purchase price. 
Schools and clubs are invited to ask 
their local dealer about the Free 
Trials Loan Program. 


* * * * 


Revised Trans-AMA schedule.’ 


Sept. 26 Mid-Ohio Raceway ........ Lexington, OH 
Oct:3 Lake Sugar Tree Raceway...... Axton, VA 
Oct.10 Unadilla Valley ........... New Berlin, NY 
Oct. 17 Red.Bud Track ‘nTrail...... Buchanan, MI 
Oct.24 Cycle World USA ......... St. Peters, MO 
Oct.31 Rabbit Run Park .............. Dallas, TX 
Nov.7 Saddleback Park .............. Irvine, CA 
Nov. 14 Puyallup Park ............. Puyallup, WA 
Nov. 21 Sears Point ................ Sonoma, CA 
Nov. 28 FasTrack Int’l............... Phoenix, AZ $} 
DIRT BIKE 
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` NAVY. IT'S NOT 
JUSTA JOB, 
AN ADVENTURE. 


If you're just looking for a job, you can probably take your pick of 
thousands. But if you're also looking for adventure, the field 
suddenly narrows. To the Navy. 

Inthe Navy, a job means more than a good paycheck. It means 
the opportunity to see places like Italy, Spain, Morocco, Hong Kong, 
the Philippines and Hawaii. It means working on some of the most 
advanced technical equipment devised by man. It means doing a 
job that really counts, with guys who count on you to do it. 

'The Navy has more than sixty career fields we can train you in. 
We'll help you continue your education, and you'll earn thirty vaca- 
tion days with pay, a year. Your Navy recruiter can tell you more. 
Speak to him or call toll free 800-841-8000. (In Georgia, 800-342-5855.) 

Navy. It's not just a job, it's an adventure. 


X PHONE 


Capt. Н. C. Atwood, Jr., U. S. Navy Q448 


. NAVY OPPORTUNITY INFORMATION CENTER 


P.O. Box 2000, Pelham Manor, N.Y. 10803 


— E] Send me more information on Navy opportunities. (С) 


2) Call me. (G) 


NAME : 
First (Please Print) 
ADDRESS 

COLTS ePi eS ME Qe TID 


BIRTH DATE Gee snes digi SS Nae 
Last Grade Completed 


(Area Code) 
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Heres a list of some of the more 
popular books on the оГ DB 
bookshelf. Every book listed here is 
guaranteed to have been read and 
generally understood by one or more 
staffers, whatever that’s worth. Tear 
this article out and put it under your 
pillow the next time you have a 
toothache. Who knows what you'll 
find the next morning. 

Some of these books are a few 
years old. We can’t guarantee they 
sell for the same price. A few may 
even be out of print. 

How to Win at Racing. By the 
Editors of DIRT BIKE. 162 pages. 
$2.50 special offer ($5 list). 


12 


by Len "Easy Reader” Weed 


Published by Hi-Torque Publica- 
tions. Funky looking compilation of 
how-to-ride series that appeared in 
the moldy olden days of DB, circa 
1971-72. Still a lot of good info and 
some laffs. 

The Boonie Book, 2nd Edition. By 
Carl Shipman. 192 pages. $5.95. 
Published by H. P. Books. Subtitled: 
How to ride the dirt, take care of 
your bike and yourself. Everything 
you ever wanted to know about trail 
riding delivered with the usual flair 
of DB’s Contributing Editor, author 
of our Wrench Racing series. 

Kookie, the Motorcycle Racing 
Dog and Kookie Rides Again. By 


Red Hallum and John McCown. 32 
pages each. $2.99. Published by 
Educational Activities, Inc. Color on 
almost every page of John and 
Kookie, the smartest dog in the 
desert. The books are part of an 
elementary-level remedial reading 
service, but the pictures alone are 
worth the three bucks. 

How to Win Bicycle Motocross. 
By John Thawley. 144 pages. $4.95. 
Published by H. P. Books. How to 
ride, race, set-up and service for 
pedal-cross. 

How To Select, Ride and 
Maintain Your Trail Bike. By Doug 
Richmond. 160 pages. $5.95. 


DIRT BIKE 


Published by Н. Р. Books. Entertain- 
ingly presented by an author who 
likes to take 1500-mile trail rides 
through Mexico on nothing bigger 
than a 125. How to set-up, how to 
ride, and what to take with you. 

Honda: The Man and His 
Machines. By Sol Sanders. 202 
pages. $7.95. Published by Little, 
Brown Company. A history of the 
origin and development of the 
world’s largest motorcycle manufac- 
turer. Not exciting, but an interest- 
ing business study. 

Various English Publications. By 
Bruce Main-Smith Publications. 
Vintage Roadtest Journals, from the 
20s forward, Motorcyclists Encyclo- 
pedia, Famous Racing Motorcycles, 
etc. Mostly street bikes. Write the 
publisher for a list of publications. 

The Techniques of Motocross. By 
Ake Jonsson and Vin Gilligan. 208 
pages. $4.95. Published by Paul 
Oxman Publishing. Over 130 pages 
just on riding, racing and strategy 
with plenty of pro-level tips. Jonsson 
is a mechanical engineer who has 
won close to 20 international points 
grands prix — just in case you 
forgot. 

Motor Cycle Trials Riding, 5th 
Edition. By Max King. 189 pages. 
Approximately $6. Published by 
Pelham Books, England. It may be 
available in the U.S. from Knobby 
Shop International. Marland 
Whaley’s favorite observed trials 
book. 

Ride It! The Complete Book of 
Motorcycle Trials. By Don Smith. 
132 pages. $5. Distributed in the 
U.S. by J.H. Haynes and Company. 
Thorough, sometimes humorous 
presentation by the three-time world 
champion. 

How to Win Motocross. By Gary 
Bailey with Carl Shipman. 190 
pages. $5.95. Published by H.P. 
Books. Thorough presentation by 
one of America’s best motocross 
instructors. Covers equipment, set- 
up, training, racing strategy, 
technical aspects and maintenance. 

Clean To The Finish. By Sammy 
Miller. 72 pages. $7.50. Published 
by Bruce Main-Smith Publications, 
England. Available in the U.S. from 
В & B Specialties. Large 9 x 12 
format with plenty of photos. This is 
Miller's second book and concen- 
trates mostly on riding technique by 
the two-time world and 1ll-time 
British champion. 

Motorcycle Tuning For Perfor- 
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mance, 2nd Edition. By Carl 
Shipman. 174 pages. Published by 
H.P. Books. How to make your 
street or dirt motorcycle run better. 
Tuning, carburetion, ‘ignition, en- 
gine modifications. “It’s an excellent 
book,” direct quote from DB’s token 
Swedish engineer. 

Metrics For Mechanics. By Doug 
Richmond. 159 pages. $4. Published 
by Dos Reals Books. Absolutely no 
plot. About 60 pages explaining 
basic mechanical concepts plus 
another 100 pages of conversion 
charts from linear to metric. Cover is 
grease and oil resistant. 

Mr. Moto-Cross. By Torsten 
Hallman. 114 pages. Approximately 
$2.50. Published .by Torsten Hall- 
man Racing Inc. Life on the world 
circuit with the four-time world 
champion. Plenty of action photos. 
Not an instruction manual. 

The Woods Rider. By Robin 
Perry. 143 pages. $2.95, paper 
cover. Published by Crown Pub- 
lishers, Inc. Plenty of photos. 

ISDT 773, The Olympics of 
Motorcycling. By Ron Schneiders. 
150 pages. Approximately $12. 
Published by Chilton Books. Plenty 
of photos, including color, on the 
1973 ISDT held in Massachusetts. 

Karlebo Handbook, 10th Edition. 
900 pages. Genuine, printed-in- 
Swedish engineering handbook. One 
look at the T of C and the book sells 
itself. Contents include: Matematik, 
Mekanik, Hallfasthetslara, Sam- 
manfogningsmetoder, and Bearbet- 
ningssteknik. Available from select- 
ed Swedes everywhere. 

Zen and the Art of Motorcycle 
Maintenance. By Robert M. Persig. 
412 pages. About $2, paperback. 
Subtitle is: An inquiry into values. 
The book has nothing whatever to 
do with dirt racing, but a lot to do 
with everything else. Find out who 
Phaedrus really is. 

Ride It! The Complete Book of 


Motocross. By Frank Melling. 159: 


pages. $5. Published by J. H. Haynes 
and Co. An English publication 
covering a little bit of everything. 

Escape By Trail Bike. By Wiltz 
Wagner and Bill Brokaw. 85 pages. 
$3.75. Available from B & B 
Specialties. A fine little book, it 
applies observed trials riding tech- 
niques to improving trail riding 
capabilities. 

The Art of Moto-Cross. By Jeff 
Smith with Bob Currie. 125 pages. 
$3.50. Published by Gilligan Pub- 


lishing. Printed in 1972 by the 
two-time world champion. Covers 
all aspects. Plenty of pictures from 
the era when four-strokes were still 
competitive: 

The Trail Riders Guide To The 
Environment. $3. By Shaun Bennett, 
Ph.D. 60 pages. $3. Available from 
the American Motorcycle Associa- 
tion. Things you always wanted to 
know about the impact of the 
motorcycle on the environment, 
with some cute cartoons added. 

. The Adventures of Phoebe Zeit- 
Geist. By Michael O'Donoghue and 
Frank Springer. About 85 pages. 
$1.50. Published by Grove Press. 
Wherein is revealed the true answer 
to the question: who is Phoebe Zeit- 
Geist and why does she keep getting 
mentioned in DB? Probably out of 
print. Hee, hee. 


Hi-Torque Publications 
P.O. Box 317 
Encino, California 91316 


H.P. Books 
P.O. Box 50640 
Tucson, Arizona 85703 


Educational Activities Inc. 
P.O. Box 392 
Freeport, New York 11520 


B & B Specialties 
P.O. Box 9364 
Marina Del Rey, California 90291 


Bruce Main- Smith Publications 
P.O. Box 20 
Leatherhead, Surrey, England 


Grove Press, Inc. 
80 University Pl. 
New York, New York 10003 


American Motorcycle Association 
P.O. Box 141 
Westerville, Ohio 43081 


Gilligan Publishing 
Box 609 
Fairfield, Connecticut 06430 


Clymer Publications 
222 North Virgil Ave. 
Los Angeles, California 90004 


Chilton Book Company 
Radnor, Pennsylvania 


Crown Publishers Inc. 
419 Park Ave. South 
New York, New York 10016 


Dos Reals Publishing 
2490 Channing Way 
Berkeley, California 94704 


Pelham Books Ltd. 
52 Bedford Square 
London WC1, England 


Knobby Shop International 
P.O. Box 1592 
La Jolla, California 92037 


Little, Brown and Company 
Boston, Massachusetts 


J.H. Haynes and Company, Ltd. 
9421 Winnetka Ave. 
Chatsworth, California 91311 


Torsten Hallman Racing Inc. 


1490 Fayette Street 
El Cajon, California 92020 © 
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BENT SPOKE AWARD 


^ 
-— 


Get One For A 
Friend: Get One 
For Yourself 
Enclose $3.95, 
plus 75c for 
postage and 
handling each! 


J& L PRODUCTS 

P.O. Box 18662, Wichita, Kansas 67218 
Name 

Street 

City 

State 


Wiseco Piston, Inc. 


the FR. 
strongest, 119 
available. 


SOCCER TO ME 
I have a bet that pro motocross is 
the most physically demanding sport 
in the world. How about it? 
Chuck Moss 
Shaver Lake, California 


Our friends (P) at Soccer Corner 
tell us with a condescending sneer 
that soccer is the most physically 
demanding sport, with motocross 
second. We wonder, though, how 
much you can trust people who 
spend their leisure time chasing balls. 
— ed. 


WHO'S ZOO? 
Need a good zoologist. for 
anything? 
Kerry Bryan 
Kyle, South Dakota 
Continued on page 21 
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test piston 


7223 Industrial Park Boulevard 


Mentor, Ohio 44060 


The Switch Is On — To WISECO 
Send for Latest Piston Brochure — Free 
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Become A 


MOTORCYCLE 
MECHANIC 


Approved for the Training of Veterans 


Trained Mechanics Needed by 
Major Dealerships 
Professional Training On All Major Cycles 
e Carburetion e Electrics e Transmissions 
e Engines (2-Strokes—4-Strokes— Rotary) 


m ... FEATURES 
e Eligible institution Under the Guaranteed 
Student Loan Program 
e Licensed by State Departments of Education 
e Approved for the Training of Veterans 
Train Now, Make Monthly Payments After Graduation 


` GRADUATES PRESENTLY. 
WORKING AS MECHANICS 
SHOP OWNERS — DEALERS 


For Free Color Catalog and Enrollment Information 


Call 1-800-821-2260 :: 
Mo. Residents Call Collect (816) 421-3901 


=a. [a m eee == Clip and Mail Today 一 
STANDARD TECHNICAL INSTITUTE 
2628 McGee Trafficway Kansas City Mo. 64108 


Department SMC96 
NAME __ 


ADDRESS 
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100% 


q Cyclo Coar Wo, A SX T-Shirts 5 
No. 1 in Mail Order IE | S 


Team Caps - in Team Colors — 


Тор - quality twill con- No. 950 Harley 
struction. Adjustable. 951 Honda 
Vented. 952 Kawasaki 
953 Suzuki 
$4.99 each 954 Triumph 


955 Yamaha 


Motocross Jerseys - 100% Nylon 


All in team colors, printed with cycle name on chest and arms. 


Adult Sizes BOYS’ SIZES ^ 
SMLXL 96.09 зт secs CHEST PROTECTORS 
DESIGNS ON FRONT 


No. 101 Yamaha 224 Bultaco No. 110 Honda 114 Can-Am 
102 Suzuki 225 Blume ques $8 99 lll Kawasaki 115 Husqvarna 
103 Honda 226 (6-8) e 112 Suzuki 116 CZ 
104 Kawasaki 227 лсо " (10 - 12) EACH 113 Yamaha 117 Bultaco 
223 Can-Am 228 Roe (14 - 16) 


NEW! С Bracelet 


SUPER 
DENIMS 


Tough Blue Denim 


Made of Cycle Timing Chain 
Chrome Plated 


m dasme $299 ie TEE 


and Knees, Zipper 
Legs, Big Cycle Name PREPAID 
in Team Colors 


1919.09 


Мо. 0-1 SUZUKI 
Red, Yellow, Black 
No. Q-3 YAMAHA 
Yellow, Black, Red 


M/X Gloves 
2 PR. 
$4.99 555 
With rubber protective 
strips. Black only. 
.S-M-L-XL 
No. 120 MX Gloves 


Siz Red, White, Black 
RS: 22.24.26-28 No. 0-9 No Lettering (Cy Cl Intercom | | 
Adult 28 thru 40 Red，White，Blue Chat with your fellow rider easily, safely, 
without shouting or taking your eyes off the 
road. Sound - powered. No batteries. 
Reliable - Comfortable - Safe 
Total Weight 3 01. 


OURY GRIPS 


The grip of the pros! 
Non-slip rubber, Black 


or yellow. 
No. 1141 Yell 
$3.49 " 1112 Black $8.99 INTERCOM 
PAIR РСЕ 
Switch | 
Ж | 
S n Plate "33 ны 


942 Suzuki 


хә 15 Cross Bar Pads $2.99 ^ 95 Yamaha À 
Б^ M l- d, with b == — " 
E E T СА ТЫ! MIX Socks Color-Trim Neck and Sleeve 


ame in team colors .A real 


denne ж Hs " ; 
n y дефа $0 О! Ton ETR gi team colors, One (шшщ "Sent Free wth Am ой те" 
Paid DECALS “Each No. 1153 Suzuki No. 130 HOND MENS' SIZES 2 9 With Design 
No. 1154 Yamaha $2.99 13} KAWASAKI S-M-L-XL on Front 
PAIR 133 YAMAHA Add $1.00 For Additional Design on Back 
Em ши m иш m шн! 


Quan. | item No. Description | Size | Price 


$3.00 Value Fender Flap g 


with rat Over $20 With 
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ree! Decals 


($1.50 Value) 
with Orders Over $10 
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Orders under $20 add $1 shipping. On orders $20 or more we pay shipping. Cash ЕЈ едЕ 

TO ORDER: Fill in coupon neatly. Print or type. or М.0. for prompt shipment. Checks require 2 weeks minimum to clear. Canadian © SE 
If more space needed use plain sheet of paper. Enter and all other foreign orders add $2. Ala. residents add 4% sales tax. ® 3 sz 
size, color, where needed. Add $1 shipping orders B Shi А E Bot 
under $20. All Canadian and other foreign orders. 1р їо: зз 
any amount, add $2. Remit cash or M.0. for prompt $305 
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So you ve been ordering stuff out 
of New Products — or just writing 
for info — and you haven't been 
mentioning DIRT BIKE. Do you 
realize how that makes us feel? Like 
homemade you-know-what. How do 
you expect all those companies to 


even know we exist? To know that 
only DB has a loyal readership? That 
we're in tune with what's happening? 
Oh never mind. But you better 
mention that you saw it here or we ll 
have Pete Dill draw you through 
Lake Erie with his Aquavarna. 


71^. ® 


MX BRITCHES 

Wanna buy a fire suit for drag 
racing or the heavy-duty item for 
getting set on fire in a movie? No? 
Well, Deist Safety Equipment also 
makes MX Britches out of a light- 
weight new fabric called Endura. 
Independent tests have shown that 
Endura will match or surpass good 
ol' leather for scuff resistance. And 
here's the good part, only $48.60. 
For more info write Deist Safety 
Equipment Co., 641 Sonora Ave., 
Burbank, California 91201; (213) 
240-7866. 
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SIDEWAYS WITH STYLE 

Guess who sells these Mike Bast 
speedway boots? Right, three-time 
national champion Mike Bast. 
MBSB's are worn by numerous 
alcohol inhalers. Made of genuine 
German leather, they have a soft left 
sole for the steel shoe and zip up the 
back. You can order direct from 
Mike. $64. 30370 Abelia Road, 
Canyon Country, California 91351; 
(805) 251-5738. 


THE GHOST WHO WALKS 

The old Phantom is over 400 years 
old, still battling crime. But the new 
Phantom is a goggle (goggles?) by 
Carrera. The lens is impact-resistant 
and doesn't pop out all the time. 
There are plenty of wide foam vents 
for airflow to prevent fogging (they 
really work) and permit cooling of 
perspiration or sweat, your choice. 
The Phantom comes in green, blue 
or white, with a red adjustable band 
and a choice of interchangeable 
lenses. Check 'em out at your local 


NEW PRODUCTS 


dealer or you can order direct from 
the distributor, Knobby Shop 
International, P.O. Box 1592, La 
Jolla, California 92037; (714) 


452-1783. If you're into European 
and English accessories for trials or 
motocross you might want to send 
them a buck for their latest catalog. 


= Te 
NO BORE WITH THE STROKER 
It’s easy to get stoked on the 
Stroker. S & W’s Stroker shocks use 
Freon cell technology to virtually 
eliminate oil foaming, the prime 
cause of aeration and shock control 
lag. The Stroker uses three valve 
stages in both compression and 
rebound. The Heavy Duty models 
are about $77 the pair including 
springs. The Long Travel models, 
offering up to six inches of travel, are 
about $86 a pair. The Grungy Gray 
Bronzer tried the Heavy Duty 
boingers pictured for the Red Garter 
National Enduro and the California 
City Two Day Qualifier and really 
dug ’em. They’re manufactured by 
Monroe, to S & W specs. Shocks are 
available for just about everything 
that moves. For more info write 5 & 
W Engineered Products, 12268 
Woodruff Avenue, Downey, Cal- 
ifornia 90241; (213) 869-9560. If 
your local dealer doesn’t carry them 
he can get ’em from Webco, 
Malcolm Smith, Rocky, Hap Jones, 
Al Baker... the list is innumerable. 
Or you can order them direct from 
Baker, 15174 Raymer, Van Nuys, 
California 91405; (213) 997-7055. 
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CLOSE REPLICA 
OF THE FACTORY ITEM 

The “Monoshocker” is rotationally 
molded and guaranteed against 
faulty workmanship or defective 
materials for one full year. It'll fit 
your YZ or MX like it was made for 
it. There's also an exclusive all- 
hazard protection that covers 
virtually all types of damages for 
three years. Yellow, silver, orange, 
white, red, blue апа natural. 
Package includes: tank, gas cap with 
breather tube, mounting kit with 
two clamps and foam, two decals 
and the warranty card. Just $36.95 
takes it away. For all the stuff write 
to: George Tripes, Competition 
Cycle Components, Inc., 1586 
Fayette Street, El Cajon, California 
92020; (714) 562-1800. 
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FOR YOUR NUTS AND BOLTS, 
IN BOTH METRIC AND 
(OLD) STANDARD 

This handy dandy, rugged, 
versatile, 40-piece socket set is made 
of alloy steel and is deeply chrome 
plated, polished, and features 34 
individual sockets from 4.5mm to 
19mm and 3/16-inch through 
34-inch in standard sizes. All sockets 
are thin wall for maximum access in 
those “hard-to-reach” spots. Also 
included is a 3/8-inch drive 11/16- 
inch spark plug socket; an 8-inch 
reversible ratchet with non-slip 
handle; 3/8-inch to Y4-inch drive 
adapter; 3-inch extension and a 6 
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inch, М-їпсһ drive screwdriver 
spinner. The set comes complete in a 
6 x 12-inch steel carrying case. Only 
$19.95 ppd. (California residents 
add six-percent sales tax.) Send 
check or money order to: JT 
International, 7120 Hayvenhurst 
Ave., Van Nuys, California 91406. 
Note: Please allow three weeks for 
shipping. Offer good while supply 
lasts. 


SPRING THING 

This amazing new tool will allow 
you to install a 150-pound shock 
spring on your shock — by yourself 
— in 30 seconds. The tool is 
equipped with a unique deal-shoe 
device to provide for right-hand and 
left-hand wound springs. It sells for 
$13.95. At your dealer, or contact 


Ken Ross Inc., 213 Rusk St., 
Rockwall, Texas 75087; (214) 
722-5696. 


BUCKSKIN BEAUTIES 


Thats right. Genuine buckskin 
is used to make this Rogue racing 
glove by Conroy. The longer you 
wear them, the softer they get. 
These babies are comfortable. 
Available in blue and yellow, red 
and blue with white trim, and satin 
black with yellow trim. Full-length 
padding is sewn in over fingers and 
back of hand. And there’s a velcro 
wrist adjustment with elastic on the 
inside to keep the muck out. Vent 
holes are spaced between the fingers. 
Deerskin makes the difference. Get 
more info from Magnum Marketing 
and Design, А.О. 4, Box 415, 
Lewistown, Pennsylvania 17044; 
(717) 248-1626. ; 


AFTERBURNER? 

After many months of engineering 
and development and actual race 
testing, this unique concept in 
exhaust pipe design is now available 
from Miller Mano. They claim that 
it provides smooth, super-quiet 
performance, while improving the 
riding range. It is guaranteed by 
them to increase the horsepower 
and torque of any bike on any track. 
In fact, it is the only pipe that carries 
a money-back guarantee. For all the 
info contact Miller Mano, 230-M 
Crescent Way, Anaheim, California 
92801. 


GET HOT 

If you have never tried WD-40, 
you don’t know what you're missing. 
Your life would be so much happier 
if you gave it .a try. Now they're 
making it easy for you, because it 
will cost you practically nothing for 
their free 1.5-ounce sample squirter. 
This is the opportunity of a lifetime. 
Just send 25 cents in coin to cover 
postage and handling to WD-40 
Company, 1061 Cudahay Pl., San ` 


Diego, California 92110. Go for it! © 
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CHECKPOINT Continued from page 6 
strained. You know, deadlines and 
all.” I accompanied this speech with 
a world-weary wave of my hand, 
just like Brando in Last Tango. 

“You work here, huh?" she 
replied. I could tell that she was an 
intelligent and sensitive woman, a 
woman with brains as well as 
beauty. 

“Ah, how perceptive you are, my 
dear,” I replied. “Merely by seeing 
me sitting in the DIRT BIKE offices, 
simply by noticing the DIRT BIKE 
T-shirt which I’m wearing, you were 
able to make such an amazing 


deduction. I am impressed.” 

"Yeah? Well, I finished high 
school too, y'know. Say, d'you 
race?" 

"Sure." I made my reply short and 
direct, as if answering a boringly 
common question. 

"Huh, I race a 125 Elsie myself, 
how come I never seen you at the 
track?" 

This was not going the way I had 
expected at all. I chose my next 
words carefully, weighing them for 
effect. 

"Because I don't race motocross," 
just the barest hint of condescension 


CHECK OUT THESE EXCITING 
POINT COMPETITION ACCESSORIES 


ДАР 
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marzocchi 


LONG TRAVEL 
FORWARD 
AXLE FORKS 
FOR DIRT 


The fabulous 220mm 
forks used by the world’s 
finest Moto-Cross and 
Cross-Country riders. 
Marzocchi forks will make 
your racer really perform 
in the suspension depart- 
ment. Available in alumi- 
num or magnesium. At 
your Hi-Point dealers in 
limited numbers for all 
popular dirt bikes. 


GAS MARZOCCHI 


itt 


Û Enclosed is $1.50 for 3 - 8 x 10 glossy photos of 1 
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4-Cycle Transmission Fork 
Oil 


Concentrate fhjestion Premium i Oil 


Distributed by Hi-Point Accessories: 


3709 W. Erie Ave., Lorain, О 44052 P.O. Box 2327, Amarillo, Tex. 79106 9604 Oates Dr., Sacramento, 


TOOL BAGS 


fe a 

Tank, rack or waist, 
Hi-Point has a quality 
leather tool bag de- 
signed to fit any need. 
All Six-Day rider de- 
signed and of the 
highest quality. 


COMPETITION 
DIRT BIKE 
RIMS 


T win Air 
Foam Air Filters 


HI-POINT 
BOOTS 


The finest competition 
boot on the market. 
Steel shin plate, quick 
fasten buckles, and 
the finest in leather 
and construction. All 
sizes available in M-X 
or Enduro soles. Insist 
on Hi-Point!!! The 
Champions Choice. 


HI-POINT 
CHROME SILICON SPRINGS 


FLUID 


Chain 
Spray 


Bearing 
Grease 


Silicone Silicone Filter 


Fork Fluid Shock Fluid Fluid Lube 


Ca. 95827 


here, “I ride enduros.” 

There was a pause. I imagined 
that I could hear her mind work, 
listen to the sudden trickling of 
fascination that the information 
surely aroused in her lovely head. 

"I should have guessed, you look 
like an enduro rider. Well, ’bye.” 

And she was gone. Was I 
disappointed? Not likely. In my 
experience I've been told that I look 
like many things, most of which 
can't even be printed in this fine 
family-type magazine, but no one, 
especially not those friends who'd 
watched me stumbling through the 
woods after my minute, had ever 
said that I looked like an enduro 
rider. 

You see, there are those that ride 
in enduros and there are those that 
ride enduros. A fine appreciation of 
my own abilities had always led me 
to consider myself one of the former. 
And here I was, faced with success of 
a sort. 

After all, appearance counts a lot 
in our society. We have presidential 
candidates who don't know a bill 
from a duck's nose, but who look like 
The Man For The Job. And how 
often do folks smuggle a paperback 
out of their local newsstand because 
its got a really suggestive cover, 
bodies clasped on a dark sea beach, 
that sort of thing, only to read the 
whole thing without finding the 
slightest hint of good clean smut. 
And, of course, most of the 
accessories available today seem to 
claim to do nothing more than make 
a bike look fast. Looking without 
being is clearly socially preferable to 
being without looking. 

My trap-ike mind whirred and 
spun. Clearly, I was on the edge of a 
breakthrough in my riding career, 
an ego advancement equal to the 
discovery of poker runs! 

The answer revealed itself to me. 
To hell with practice! No more of 
that time consuming and knuckle 
scraping. I can buy a bunch of 
finisher's pins, paint my helmet blue 
and white like the Six Days guys, 
and then splash some Qualifier-type 
paint on my bike's parts. Yes sir, I'm 
going to look like an ISDT rider! 
Fame and sponsorship may be mine 
at last! 

I plan to call the Oly brewery 
tomorrow to give them the good 
news. 

Now, if I can just find out where 
Bily Uhl goes to get his beard 
trimmed... o 
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MARTY SMITH ENGINE KIT 
Blanton 
Racing Products 


Dennis Blanton now 
“PUTS IT ALL TOGETHER” 


Former Team Honda Racing Mgr. has 
the most complete line of MX Racing 
Accessories Available. 


FMF, BEL-RAY—JT. RACING 
LONG BEACH HONDA—THOR ENT. 
OURY GRIPS—AL BAKER 


The majority of our products have 
been race tested by Team Honda! 


Enciose $1.50 for your catalog today. 
Send to: BRP — Rt. 1, 85 W. 50 So 
Rupert, Idaho 83350 (208) 436-5746 
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CITY. 
STATE- ZIP. 
DEALER INQUIRES INVITED 
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If you like to ride a cycle : 
for fun...learn how to fix *: 
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it for profit! Can you imagine $ 


a better way to earn your 
living? And to make it even 


ASK THE EXPERT 

Continued from page 8 

of the new scoots are going to that 
design, but it's harder to build. For 
your buck, if you wanted to do 
something to the head, get it 
beadblasted and then take it down 
and get it black anodized — not 
painted, but anodized. Paint acts as 
a thermal insulator and tends to 
negate some of the heat absorption 
of the color black, where anodizing 
does not. Anodize your head at a 
metal finishing shop. Probably be a 
$10-$15 option. Again, to find out 
who-your local anodizer is, let your 
fingers do the walking through the 
yellow pages. 


TRADING UP 
Iown a 1974 Yamaha MX100 and 
have seized the piston. What I 


would like to know is, could I put a 
125 cylinder and piston and rings, 
etc., on my engine? Would I have to 
do any modifying? 


Mark Walker 
Las Vegas, Nevada 


There's really no easy way to put a 
125 cylinder on the 100 lower end. It 


Continued on page 21 


#26 
„эү 
РЕВЕОВМАМСЕ 


34mm MIKUNI $42°5 


Specially jetted for ‘76 CR125 or YZ125X. 
Gives tremendous horsepower boost to 
either bike. Get our CR125 "kit deal": 
includes the MIKUNI, a large diameter 
Intake Manifold, and Air Boot for only 


$4995 
YOU SAVE 10% 


Price if purchased 
separately $55.85 


5552 La Palma Avenue East 
Anaheim, California 92806 

714/996-4430 
DEALER INQUIRY INVITED 


better, the pay is great—whether 
you choose to work in a cycle shop 
for someone else or decide to start 
your own cycle repair business. 


Now, thanks to North American, there’s 
a fast, easy way to get the training you 
need ... at home in your spare time. No 
need to quit school or your job. Experts 
show you step-by- step everything from 
minor tune-ups to major overhauls. 


CYCLES ARE BIG BUSINESS 
... AND SO IS FIXING THEM! 


More than 3 million cycles are registered in 
the U.S. today. Plus an estimated 3 million more 
dirt bikes. But, there are fewer than 10,000 
motorcycle mechanics available to repair them. 
No wonder career opportunities are so great... 
and getting better every day. Rush coupon for 
FREE “Motorcycle Mechanic Career Kit.” 


Special Cycle Tools айй. Тезї Шыг 


ments included to start you 1а$1! 


Professional tools plus your North 
American ‘‘know-how” turn you into a 
skilled mechanic. We include wrenches, 


Me jy" Sockets, gauges, test instruments and 

бе more to get you started fast! Yours to 
UP use during training... yours to keep 
с! in your action- packed career as a 


motorcycle mechanic. 


NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR 
4500 Campus Dr., Dept. EF086 Newport Beach CA 92663 
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dollars fixing motorcycles for your 
friends and neighbors. 


got the best performing bike in 
town. Plus, you can make extra 


SEND FOR FREE CAREER KIT 

Get all the facts now... with- 
out obligation. Be the first in 
your neighborhood to cash in 
on the big demand for motor- 


cycle mechanics. Mail Coupon Now! 


Accredited 
Member, 


National Home 
Study Council 
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F3 You'll Be the Center of Attraction in Your 
E. Circle of Friends Be the envy of friends & neighbors as they 
flock around to watch you tear down and tune-up all kinds 
of motorcycles. And just think of 
the satisfaction in knowing you’ve 


Careers by Home Study 


ll NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR 
И 4500 Campus Dr., Dept. EFose Newport Beach, CA 92663 i 


Ё Rush FREE "CAREER KIT" on how І can become an ү 
р expert motorcycle mechanic. No salesman will call. I 
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KING 
RICHARD’S 


ALMANAC 


by Dick Burleson 


Here's,the enduro side of our rotating Q & A 
column. Address your questions to Dick Burleson, 
c/o DIRT BIKE Magazine, P.O. Box 317, Encino, 
California 91316. Reader response will determine how 
often this column appears. Remember, we can't 
promise personal replies. 

Dick Burleson is the current National Enduro 
champion. He won the title in 1974 also. Age 28, with 
a degree in Mechanical Engineering, he is the Eastern 
Regional Service Manager for Husqvarna. He was the 
top finishing American in the 1970 Trans-AMA series 
and has earned two Golds, a Silver and a Bronze in 
ISDT competition. And there are about 22 National 
Enduro wins tossed in there too. 


ARSENIC ON WHEELS 
I have a Suzuki TS185 (1974) that 
I intend to run in enduros out here. 
Are lights necessary on the bike? My 
bike is stripped of all the junk like 
that. I understand you used to 
compete in Trans-AMA. Which do 
you like better — motocross or 
enduros? Why? Which is harder for 
you? What is the single hardest thing 
you have ever done on a motorcycle? 
Rick Schwalbach 
Cranford, New Jersey 


Lighting depends on the state law 
where the enduro is held. I prefer 
enduros because they offer more 
riding time. The hardest riding 
experience was the 1972 ISDT in 
Czechoslovakia. I got food poisoning 
on the fourth day and still managed 
to finish for a Bronze Medal. 


DRESS? 

While crashing though the De- 
cember issue of DB I stumbled on an 
article about Six Day Trials and Two 
Day Qualifiers and a comment 
about gathering bread to send some 
hotshoe Yanks to the Six Day Trial. 
This blew my dress up, so let’s get 
going. 

I am a member of Trail Riders of 


Houston and would like to attempt 
to chairman a one-day trial to 
acquaint the club members with the 
thrill of agony and feel of defeat in 
such an event. However, I know 
little about such an event. 
John Nix 
Houston, Texas 


Contact Dutch Hutchings, 612 
Davidson, Nashville, Tennessee 
37214. He can give you the specifics 
on putting on a one- or two-day 
trial. He has put them on himself to 
raise money for the ISDT. 


BUFF 

Im 22 and 190 pounds and an 
enduro buff in central Indiana. I 
know that I can make a competitive 
enduro machine that is light and fast 
from various MX and foof machine- 
ry. My problem is that I'm not sure 
of the degree of reliability I might 
expect from a highly-tuned foofer. I 
also don't know how much trouble it 
would be to hang lights on, say, a 
Yamaha MX250B. Also, would your 
normal MXer have enough transmis- 
sion in terms of slow boggin' and 80 
mph road work? My primary aim in 
such a project is to save money and 

weight over a Penton or Can-Am. 
Mike Beyersdorf 
Greentown, Indiana 


Motocross gearboxes generally 
have a high first gear and closely 
spaced higher gears, so that if you 
put a large countershaft sprocket on 
a motocross bike to make it go 80 
mph you'd be slipping the clutch 
constantly in first gear in tight 
woods. 

On the other hand, if you put a 


small countershaft sprocket on a 
motocross bike so first gear would be 
suitable for tight woods, the motor 
would over-rev in the road sections. 

Why not get a bike that's designed 
for what you'd like to use it for — 
and save yourself time, money and 
headaches in the long run. 


FIRST OF ALL 

First of all, my most sincere 
congratulations for a fine effort in 
representing the U.S.A. in the ISDT. 
It takes a special kind of person with 
dedication to pay the tab and ride 
his knobbies off at the ISDT too! 
Thanks! 

Now for my question. Is it possible 
for a novice or "B" rider to ride a 
Two-Day Qualifier? I would really 
dig riding one for experience because 
I too wish to ride the ISDT some 
day. 

Fred Thompson 
Bay City, Michigan 


There's no problem, Fred. It's 
good experience for a B rider. 


THE EYES HAVE IT 
Some of us have been blessed with 
less than 20-20 uncorrected vision. 
How in Billy Hell do you keep your 
specs from gathering fog, mud, etc.? 
I use the stick-type fog-preventer on 
my glasses and goggles, but it 
becomes useless when riding events 
like last year's Lonesome Pine 
Enduro National. Help! I ride very 
poorly when I can't see where I'm 
going. 
Joe Tokarz 
Lynchburg, Virginia 


If you can’t see where youre 
going, you can't go fast safely. Stop 
and clean your glasses when they 
need it. I prep my glasses with 
Rain-X on the outside and a 
defogger on the inside. I also make 
sure I have a good front fender. I use 
a duckbill and no goggles. Occa- 
sionally for a hare scrambles I'll use 
a rip-off plastic lens duct-taped to 
my helmet — just for the start. I 
have large-lens glasses with plastic 
frames that are closed around the 
nose-piece — just for riding. They 
have to be replaced about every six 
months. This would depend on how 
much racing you do. And carry lots 
of bandana handkerchiefs. I like one 
on the handlebars besides two 
pocketfuls. (When washing don't use 
fabric softener, do put them in the 
dryer.) o 
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Continued from page 19 

would take a major amount of 
machining work. However, if 
you get a 125 then the 175 cylinder 
pops in easily in that they both have 
the same bottom end. If you have a 
problem with seizure on your scoot 
(assuming the piston clearance is 
correct, as well as the timing, 
lubrication, etc.), you can increase 
the performance and make the 
piston run quite a bit cooler by 
drilling a hole just beneath the 
bottom piston ring on a 45-degree 
angle. It will go from just under the 
piston crown with its outlet pointing 
in the upward direction into the 
third port. This gives it a little extra 
shot of fuel/air mixture into the 
boost port, and keeps а steady 
changeover of cool air/fuel mixture 
underneath the piston crown. Hence 
the piston runs cooler, stands less 
chance of seizing and you can pick 
up a little torque to boot. Craig Cox 
at Yamaha Country in McMinnville, 
Oregon, has made a number of these 
modifications which have proved 
quite successful. Incidentally, this 
modification is applicable to all of 
the reed valve Yamaha dirt bikes. 
And better yet, it’s easy to do. 

To help you drill this boost port 
hole, I suggest you start with a small 
drill bit like a 1/16 to 1/8. Drill 
straight into the piston about 3/8 
below the bottom ring, then put in 
the 5/16 drill, and again drill 
straight in. Once the drill bit is all 
the way in the hole, move the drill 
slowly so it won't break up to the 
45-degree angle, and it will kind of 
mill with the side of the drill. If you 
don’t have a machine shop at your 
disposal, this will make it a lot 
handier to do it at home with your 
1/4-inch drill motor. © 


RIDERS WRITE 
Continued from page 14 


Yeah, Bryan, we know of a few 
squirrels we'd like to volunteer for 
vivisection. — ed. 


PACHYDERM GP MARK II 

I told my dad that I wanted either 
a circus elephant or a racing bike for 
my birthday, figuring that Га get 
him in a corner. Come the date I ran 
downstairs to find a brand-new .. . 
elephant, sitting in my living room. 
Not about to let him put me down, I 
entered Dumbo in the open class. 
We have currently won 23 races in a 


Continued on page 23 
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„Тһе same team of rebuildable and tunable components which 


command the attention of professionals such as Gary Scott, 
Gary Nixon and Yvon DuHamel are available for you. Every 
product on the team is designed and built to take the 
punishment of competition riding. The conventional MX 
and SS lines allow replacement of your original equipment 
without modifications. The LTG (long travel gas) shock with 
its longer travel accommodates those of you who require a 
modified suspension set up. 


A complete selection of springs, replacement components and 
special long travel MX forks round out Team Mulholland — 
the championship team. 


(nlerparc o 


For information on Interpart's complete line of 


motorcycle products, send $2.00 to Dept. DB—5 P.O. Box 390, Gardena, California 90247 
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HOT SET-UPS 


Alright，what's the story? Whenever 
we come up with anything from hot 
tidbits to blowmind brainstorms, aren't 
we always decent enough to share them 
with you? Well? What's your excuse? 
Too many pit crashes without your 
helmet maybe? Isn't our money good 
enough? It should be enough just to have 
your name emblazoned across the pages 
of The Mighty DB. But if it isn't, would 
you consider $10? That's right, we'll give 
you ten big ones if you'll just melt some 
brain cells to come up with a slick tip, 
and send it in along with a suitable black 
and white photograph. What more could 
you ask for? You'll be rich as well as 
famous. 


RIM LOCK REMINDER 

Keep a close eye on your rim lock 
nuts. Check them every time you 
tighten your spokes. Better yet, back 
off the nuts, apply a couple of drops 
of Loctite, and tighten 'em up. Still 
better than that, replace the nuts 
and lock washers you have with the 
good aircraft-type nylon lock nuts as 
found on certain high-quality 
Swedish machinery. 


STUFF IT! 

Much of the noise produced by 
large-finned off-road bikes is a result 
of internal engine clatter, rather 
than the old villain exhaust. 

Remember those trials tires that 
came stock on your bike? You know, 
the ones that have been in your 
garage for years now. Neat and 
functional cylinder silencers can be 
made by hacksawing off a bunch of 
the mini-knobs and forcing them 
between the ringing fins of your 
engine. 

On many bikes a grouping of these 
stuffers will cut down engine noise 
considerably, perhaps enough to 
help you pass that crucial sound test. 
Old worn-out knobbies work well, 
too! 

Remember, noise annoys, and 
silence, of course, can win golden... 


HEAVY DUTY AND AHALF 
CLUTCH FOR 125s 
Yamaha small bike owners with 
clutch slippage problems: Take 
heed. There is an easy solution. If 
you own a '69 through '73 125cc or 


This picture is easily worth a 
thousand words. This is especially 
hot if you're too cheap to buy a tool 
bag. If you really give it some 
thought, there are all kinds of places 


175cc, a 74 MX125 “A” or "B," a 74 
МХ175 ^A" or “В,” a YZ125 or 175 
"A" or "B," then you can simply 
replace your stock clutch springs 
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SIX DAYS-TYPE TRAIL TIP 


to stuff spare shift levers, master 
links, cables, chain bits and chain 
breakers. Don’t forget the vise-grips. 
You can even substitute them for a 
shift lever if you are desperate. 


with those straight out of a DTI. 
Yes, the good ol' Dit One has some 
use. Price isn’t much more and they 
really work. © 


RIDERS WRITE 
Continued from page 21 
row. Do you know where I can get a 
pair of alloy elephant ears in a CZ 
bend? 
Francis Gaulin 
Team Tusk 
Southhampton, Massachusetts 


LEERS AND FROTHING 

You guys better start sending 
Hunter Thompson royalty checks for 
Michael Jordan’s articles or the good 
doctor might have to rip your lungs 

out. Seriously bent, indeed. 
Raoul Duke 
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania 


Listen, “Duke,” you’d better stop 
using Thompson’s nom-de-plume 
before the good doctor decides to 
lunch on your pineal gland. — ed. 


OH CAPTAIN, MY CAPTAIN 
As the president of the I.B.W.A. 
(lowa Blimp Watchers Ass’n) I 
hereby declare the DB staff official 
honorary members. 
The President 
I.B.W.A. 
P.S. Our Mother Ship is the 
Columbia, what's yours? 


Now wait a minute, ours is the 
Columbia. In the immortal words of 
Captain Beefheart: 

All the people stir 

n the girls’ knees tremble 

"i they run their hands over the 

blimp, the blimp. 

“Daughter don’t you dare.” 

“Oh momma, who caresP 

It’s the blimp, the blimp.” — ed. 


NAME THEM SPECS? 

Now there is no excuse for wasting 
even one more hour in non-produc- 
tive piddle when you could be play- 
ing “Name Them Specs,” the second 
most mentally demanding sport in 
the world. Get some of your 
knowledgeable two-wheel friends 
together, get out all your old bike 
mags, and turn to a spec sheet. Take 
turns guessing at each item, the 
winner being the one who comes 
closest on most items. 

Make each bike count as a moto, 
have three moto races... 

Tim Schroeder 
Renton, Washington 


Wow, Schroeder, never a dull 
moment up there in Washington, 
huh? — ed. © 
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WINNERS CHOICE... 


INTER-AM _ 
SOLID ALUMINUM 
HANDLEBARS 


ur 


We Specialize in Quality... 


Winning is part of racing, and to win 
you need the best equipment available. 
This is why tens of thousands of riders 
use Inter-Am's race proven SOLID alu- 
minum handlebars. 

Teams like D.G. racing realize the 
value of each individual component used 
in making a winning motorcycle. One 
important component has been Inter-Am 
handlebars (they've used them for over 


17 years). Superior strength and dura- 
bility, coupled with the correct amount 
of "flex" allowed by the solid aircraft 
aluminum — combines to make this han- 
dlebar the racers (and winners) choice! 
Next time you need handlebars for 
street, trail, or competition, grab a 
winner from Inter-Am and find out 
about quality. 
Send 256 for catalog and decal. 


Solid Aluminum Bars $18.95 plus $2.00 postage & handling. 


(Calif. residents add 696 sales tax) 


Send 25¢ for catalog and decal 


INTER-AM 
BIKE SUPPLIES, INC. 


751 Monroe Way 
Placentia, Ca. 92670 


714 / 993-2603 
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THE PURSANG THAT LEARNED TO TURN 


The battle between manufac- 
turers to produce the most potent 
production motocross package has 
just recently evolved from a war 
among the European countries to a 
full-fledged, knock-down, drag- em- 
out between the Europeans and the 
Japanese. 

Ground which had, since the 
beginning of competition, belonged 
to the proud hearts and crafty hands 
of the Europeans has been trampled 
and taken by the relentless, 
machine-like determination of the 
Japanese. 

This may well be more than just a 
temporary takeover; in reality it 
could be the crucial turning point in 
the domination of the world of 
production motocross machinery. 

Certainly the slowly but surely 
developing European force has not 
been taken by surprise, but rather 
they have been staring their 
meticulous and menacing bucks-up 
enemy in the eye for some time — 
almost like a grasshopper held 
motionless in fear as he stares eye to 
eye with a tree frog, waiting for the 
lightning flash of tongue to rip him 
from his branch and instantly into 
the depths of saliva and gastric acid. 

To say that this same situation has 
also been felt in world competition 
would be a gross understatement. A 
certain yellow bike, with a name 


Have you ever 
seen my Bengt Aberg 


BULTACO’S 370 МКО 


by the Staff of DIRT BIKE | mum YS 


that begins with "S" and which you 
should be familiar with by now, has 
all but taken full command of the 
open class over the last few years and 
has just last year proceeded to 
trounce the World 125 class as well. 
Not to say that their bikes are that 
much better, or that their riders are 


Same smooth, stump-pulling torque 
with new porting, new 222mm travel 
Bultaco phorx, new air pressurized and 
adjustable Betors out back, new 
fenders, new fiberglass (humph!), new 
seat (argh!), new full floating rear 
brake, new brake pedal (are they 


tensioner, and yet another downpipe. 
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exactly slouches either, but it seems 
entirely possible and probable that 
the Europeans have lost their strong- 
hold, especially on the production 
line, and the Japanese may have 
taken the ball for keeps. 

This brings us up to the 
introduction of an updated open 
class motocrosser from a rather 
smallish factory in Spain run by a 
certain Senor Bulto. The MK9 
Pursangs come with a number of 
design changes and improvements 
that cover the bike from one axle to 
the other. Nost noticeably, the new 
Buls have improved greatly in the 
suspension and handling depart- 
ment. By today's standards, these 
improvements were an absolute 
must if Bultaco hoped to enjoy the 
same sell-out sales figures as last 
year. 


WHAT MAKES THE MK9 A MK9 

The major changes have come in 
the suspension with a switch from 
Betor to genuine Bultaco forks up 
front and a reworking of the frame 
in the rear to accept super-long 
433mm (17%-inch) Betor air pres- 
surized shocks out back. 

Top and bottom fork crowns are 
identical castings with only the holes 
drilled in different locations for bar 
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New bar clamps are very secure and 
foolproof. 


and fender mounting. Eight 6mm 
bolts with locknuts clamp the tubes 
to the crowns and eight 8mm bolts 
securethe bars. Four of the bar clamp 
bolts go through the crown and into 
locknuts, the inside four screw 
directly into the clamps. Lots of 
pieces, but very secure. The sliders 
are also identical parts except for the 
loss of the unneeded brake torque- 
stay lug. The forward axle design 
allows the inner tubes to slide past 
the axle for more travel without 
jacking up the front of the bike and 
increasing rake. At the same time, 
this design adds stability and has 
better wear characteristics. A full 
222mm of travel was measured, 
making it lómm more than last 
year's Betors with much better 
dampening characteristics. The new 
forks pivot on tapered roller bearings 
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Full floating stopper has zerk fittings for 
bushing on axle and brake cam. 


like last year's. 

A dual-rate, dual-spring setup is 
used on the rear shocks with a light- 
weight unit on top and a 100- 
pounder underneath. Four preload 
positions are available, and the air 
pressure is adjustable, with 100 
pounds as a maximum setting. 

To help smooth out the rear 
braking action in the rough stuff 
Bultaco has gone to a full floating 
rear brake connected to the frame by 
a steel tube with heim-joints on each 
end. The bushing in the backing 
plate is fed grease by a zerk fitting as 
is the brake cam. Nice touches. 
Bronze bushings are found at the 
swingarm pivot and at both ends of 
the floating torque arm. 

At last. the Pursang is a genuine 
left-side-shifter and right-side- 
braker as there are no longer 
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How То... 


Turn... 


provisions for flopping the rear 
wheel. Still, the shift shaft protrudes 
from the right side primary cover. 

The new rear brake pedal is 
hooked to the longest cable weve 
seen on the rear of any bike, even 
longer than the Can-Am’s. The 
longer the cable, the worse the 
braking action and feel. There’s no 
provision for pedal position adjust- 
ment and, as the bike is delivered, 
the pedal is much too high. Booo! 

Both wheel assemblies are very 
light and come with stainless steel 
spokes with trick aluminum nipples 
and Akront rims. Their comparative 
light weight is due to the chrome on 
aluminum brake drums as opposed 
to the conventional steel liner setup. 
The rear rim is a shouldered, mud- 
collecting, old-style number while 
the front is the ridged, shoulderless 
type. Front and rear fenders are a 
welcome change from the ancient 
fiberglass stuff. They look a lot like 
Pettys and should hold up very well. 

The new fuel tank is a handsome 
piece of fiberglass, with cutaways in 
the front for the forks to fit into, and 
should hold up for quite a while by 
the looks of it, but then, it’s still 
fiberglass. Argh! 

The air box, too, is still fiberglass. 
Sure it’s light, but don’t expect a 
long life span. The whole setup 
doesn’t exactly look like the ultimate 
approach. Six springs mounted in 
three positions hold the oiled 
Twin-Air element to the front of the 
air box. To get to the filter you must 
remove six large screws, three on 
each side (some of which don’t 
exactly line up), to remove the two 
plastic number plates, then the six 
springs. 
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Twin-Air filter breathes through slits 
and hole in top of fiberglass and plastic 
box. 


MK9s sport 36mm Spanish Bing carbs, 


dual (simultaneously firing) plugs, 
tubular head stays and a new shifter. 
That trick rubber boot on the clutch is 
not as trick as it looks because there’s 
not enough room between the outer 
cable and the case for it to fit on. Nice 
design work. 


Genuine Bultaco phorx and grabby 
front binder. They wanted us to stress 
that (the Bultaco part). 


The MK9 comes with the hardest 
seat we've ever rested our cheeks on 
(well, almost as hard as the Puch). 
Bul seats have nearly always been 
very comfortable to sit upon, but not 
any more. At first the seat seems 
much too stiff, but after a while it 
becomes less noticeable. Guess what 
the seat base is made of. 

Hanging off the bottom of the 
swingarm is a nifty aluminum chain 
guide that’s protected by rubber on 
all sides of the chain. 

Keeping the chain on the 
sprockets is the best tensioner in the 
business. The pad wears well and 
the spring is plenty strong and didn't 
sack out. 

Nestled in amongst all of this new 
stuff, in the center cavity of the 
frame, is basically a MK9 250 motor 
with a little larger bore, a little 
longer stroke, a heavily weighted 
primary sprocket that acts as 
additional flywheel weight, a Bing 
carb, and a new shifter. The all-steel 
clutch, mounted on a lightweight 
aluminum hub, is driven by a 
double-row Joresa chain. Seriously, 
when are they going to give up on 
the chains? Curiously, ours was 
fitted with the U.S.-made Diamond 
which is a standard replacement 
item available from Bultaco dealers. 
Primary chains are a confirmed 
hazard to your finishing record. 

The five-speed has been reworked 
a bit and now features a friction 
device on the shift drum to eliminate 
overshifting. Still it can be done. 

Up in the breathing area, you get 
an additional fifth boost port to give 
the new 'Sangs a little more punch. А 
36mm model 54 Bing hangs off a 
rubber tube on the intake manifold. 
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In Sand. 


Down below and out front, the 
lower front engine mount now 
extends to a couple of mounting ears 
on the lower cradle by means of a 
longer bolt and a couple of spacers. 
This should help keep the engine and 
frame a little more rigid and help 
prevent fractures. Both frame and 
swingarm are made of chrome moly 
as usual. 

The left side shifter now makes 
several less bends and is made of 
steel as compared to last year’s soft 
and twisty aluminum model. 
Definitely an improvement, but not 
the solution as you will later see. 

Burnt gasses blast their way out of 


a new silenced downpipe. Well, 
maybe next year. 
HAVE YOU EVER SEEN MY 
BENGT ABERG 
IMPERSONATION? 


We had the opportunity to ride 
both the new 250 and 370 at a new 
model introduction at Rawhide Park 
a few weeks back, so the Bul’s new 
personality was no surprise to us. 
When it comes to handling, Bultacos 
used to be in a separate category 
from your basic motorcycle feel, 
much as Maicos used to be. Now 
most anyone can jump on and feel 
right at home from the beginning. 
Well, sort of. 

The new Buls stick and turn much 
like a CZ or a Suzuki, rather than 
having to put them in a slide and 
guide them through the turns as with 
the earlier Pursangs. This seems to 
be a product of the new suspension 
and the slightly different frame 
geometry that it entails. If you’re an 
old Bul lover, and dead set on 
buying the MK9 no matter what we 
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Your basic go-with-it Spanish-designed 
brake pedal. Notice the pedal height in 
relation to that of the footpeg, the cable 
ball holder position in relation to 
footpeg pivot bolt, the tight bend in the 
long cable and the nice rubber dust 
boot that actually does what it’s 
supposed to. 


Then roll your eyes across our modified 
unit with relocated ball holder and pedal 
height adjustment provision. 


by Gunnar Lindstrom. 


say about it, don’t start sweating yet. 
The number 9 still slides very well, 
and on top of that it turns well too. 
Quite an improvement right there. 

Over the bumps, both the front 
and rear were a little sluggish. That 
is, neither end seemed to return 
quickly enough and the forks were a 
little harsh on compression as well. 

Out in the whoops this problem 
was even more evident. It seemed 
like the rider was being sucked into 
the holes between the whoops, as if 
the earth’s gravity had increased. 
Actually, the suspension in the rear 
was packing or, in other words, not 
extending quickly enough to be 
ready for the next bump. 

The majority of our enthusiasm 
for the MK9 is generated by the 
perfect power pulses perpetrated 
within the Pursang’s 363.17cc 
powerplant. It’s got a potent 
low-end punch, and a steadily 
building mid-range that smooths 
gracefully into a very healthy top 
end. Good power that’s easy to use, 
and plenty of it. It feels an awful lot 
like an open class Maico. As Gunnar 
pointed out, the Bul and the Maico 
have much in common. For 
instance: They both have chain- 
driven clutches comparatively small 
in size, a good deal of flywheel 
weight and near identical power 
spreads; they both handle about the 
same except for the Maico being a 
little overweight; their forks are 
similar in design and, with a change 
of oil, very similar in their action; on 
top of that, they both have a reputa- 
tion for needing lots of maintenance. 

The stock bars are narrow and 
have too much back sweep to them. 
They reminded us of a 125cc street/ 
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trailer that we rode back in ’73. All 
of us prefer a bit wider bar with a 
straighter bend. 

Along with the exceptionally stiff 
seat we've already mentioned, 
another thing that seemed strange to 
some of us was the peculiar back 
sweep to the footpegs. They grip 
your boot just fine, but feel a bit odd 
till you’ve been on the bike for a full 
day. No big deal, just a little weird. 

Something that’s more than just a 
little weird is the new brake pedal 
and cable setup for the rear binder. 
To begin with, there’s no adjustment 
provided for the pedal position. It’s 
unlikely that anyone would prefer 
the pedal positioned above their foot 
when it’s not in use. Buls used to 
have such a sano adjuster with an 
extended, eccentric bolt head which 
the pedal rested against that could 
be rotated to offer different pedal 
heights. 

Besides just flat being in the 
wrong place, it’s very awkward to 
use. The jagged teeth get a good 
hold on your toe, but when you 
come into a corner with the brakes 
on, sit down, and then try to release 
the brake, you’re forced to lift your 
entire leg to let the pressure off the 
brake and get the pedal out from 
under your foot. So it goes. Every 
time you use the brake, you must lift 
your foot up onto the brake, push 
down, then lift your foot up off of 
the brake and back onto the peg. 

On top of that, when you adjust 
the cable down so that your boot 
also touches the peg when the brake 
is applied, the pedal only needs to 
move less than a centimeter more 
and the cable ball holder bottoms 
out on the footpeg pivot bolt. That 
being the case, and with the rear 
brake diameter being so small, doing 
so little good, and fading so easily, 
you'll find yourself in need of a rear 
brake at one point or another out on 
the course and there won’t be one 
there. Not at all the hot setup. 
Someone decided to skip a little 
track testing here and somehow 
thought that they could get away 
with it. 

As the sun slowly slipped away, so 
did the clutch. Clearly it was time to 
head back to the shop and make 
some major adjustments and mods 
before resuming testing and photo 
sessions. 

First to go were the bars. We 
swapped them for a set of 
chrome moly handles that are just a 
bit wider and don’t have near as 
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New shifter has fewer bends and is 
stiffer than last year’s, but drags on the 
chain when downshifting. 


much back sweep. Very similar to 
the RM Suzook bars that most will 
find very comfortable. 

Next we drained those big, new 
222mm travel phorx of what 
appeared to be 30-weight and 
replaced it with Bel-Ray LT 200 
shock oil which is approximately 15- 
or 20-weight. It’s more expensive 
than the fork oil, but then it’s better 
stuff. 

Cleaning the air filter made us 
wish that they had changed to any 
other system. What's there will 
work, but the fiberglass won’t last 
forever, the wire screen falls apart 
each time you slip the filter off and is 
a hassle to work with, dirt can fall 
into the air boot when you’re 
removing the filter, the springs will 
slip and stick into the ends of your 


fingers when they’re oily, and they 
also have a tendency to unhook or 
break and get sucked into the all- 
important breather hole. Nothing is 
perfect. Well, except for Wendy. ` 

Gunnar looked over the brake 
pedal design, and gave George 
directions on relocating the cable 
ball holder roughly 30mm above its 
original position to achieve the 
necessary clearance. While we were 
at it, we added a tab off of the back 
of the pedal that extended to the 
swingarm pivot nut. By filing this 
tab and rotating the nut, we could 
position the pedal so that it would be 
comfortable for most any human. 
The ball holder had to be brazed but 
the tab could be welded. 

While we're on the subject of the 
rear brake . . . it does little more 
good than dragging your foot. 
However, dragging both feet and 
shutting down the throttle is much 
more efficient. Upon inspection, the 
shoes appeared to have been put into 
the hands of a drunken Spaniard 
who was told to grind away some of 
the braking surface because the 
brake was too powerful. 

In order to achieve this incredible 
braking force, pedal pressure a mere 
five times more powerful than 
normal is required. This is mostly 
due to the drag in the cable with its 
tight 180-degree loop as it starts 
above the pedal, loops around the 
air box boot, and heads down and 
back. We cleaned and lubed the 
nifty plastic-lined cable through its 
trick lubing orifice with a combina- 
tion of WD-40 and Dri-Slide. We 
also relubed the pivot point. If that 
wouldn't fix it, nothing would. 
Nothing would. A whole new brake 
actuating design is in order. 

On the other hand, the good old 
front binder was always there to 
takeover when the rear brake wasn't. 
It had considerably more stopping 
power — in fact a surprising amount 
for its size — but it had a habitual 
tendency to lock up the front wheel, 
which made things especially touchy 
when entering turns and on slick 
surfaces. Hmmm! That's the brakes. 

To keep the rear end from 
bottoming so often and to get rid of 
that mushy feeling, we cut a couple 
of spacers about 25mm in height and 
slipped them in on top of the lighter 
springs for additional preload. If 
that wasn't enough, we still had four 
possible adjustments available. 

Our last job was to lay the bike on 
its side, remove the brake pedal and 
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primary cover, then tighten up the 
clutch by turning in the clutch 
spring adjusting nuts a turn and a 
half. 

Out on our European-designed, 
sand-based test track, the MK9 now 
felt much more like a real motor- 
cycle. Everything was where you 
expected it to be and most of it 
worked. Especially the motor. The 
Pursang feels light. Maybe even a bit 
lighter than it is. Lay that baby over 
and point it. Or, you can hunt 
around and change your line 
without too much difficulty. 

With just the change to lighter oil 
in the phorx, they were easily on a 
par with some of the best we have 
ridden on. They are very absorbent 
and do an excellent job of keeping 
the front tire in contact with the 
earth. Both seals began pumping a 
bit of oil and the springs had sacked 
about 30mm, or about an inch and 
a half, by the end of our second 
test day. 

The rear end was working quite a 
bit better, for it was not bottoming 
nearly as often or as harshly. Quite 
acceptable, but still, the shocks 
weren't rebounding quite as quickly 
as they should. A call to our local 
Bultaco dealer revealed that the fix 
was stiffer springs and a little more 
air pressure. Over the whoops, it still 
had a tendency to swap from side to 
side. With total concentration and a 
good bit of effort it will track pretty 
straight, but not nearly as well as a 
couple of brands that come to mind 
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right away. 

Throughout our testing, we had 
less trouble with the shifting than on 
any previous Pursang. That’s not to 
say that we had no complaints at all. 
The MK9 is still a slow shifter. Not 
incredibly slow, but compared to the 
bikes we’ve been riding lately, you 
definitely have to slow your act 
down in order to slip solidly into the 
next ratio. The clutch was needed 
mostly for changes from second to 
third. With every downshift, you 
can feel the chain grinding away at 
the shift lever as it slides by. There is 
much less flex and fewer turns in the 
shifter so it has a better feel. Still, it's 
not what you would call a good 
shifter. 

Another time out on the old sand 
track during the end of our testing, 
George was out sticking the big Bul 
through some deep sand berms when 
he was suddenly spit off. There was 
an obvious "thunk" just before he 
parted company with the bike as a 


BULTACO 370 


Price (approx. retail, West Coast) .$1698 
Engine ...Two-stroke, piston port single 
Displacement 
Bore & Stroke 
Compression Ratio 
Carburetion 
Standard Jetting: 
185 main, 283 needle jet, 30/80 pilot, 
50 starter, 0 slide cutaway 
Horsepower: 
36.2 hp at 8000, 40.18 hp at 7500 
claimed. 
All-steel 
Primary Drive: 
Double-row chain, 2.375:1 
Transmission Ratios: 

1) 0.376 

2) 0.513 

3) 0.670 

4) 0.835 

5) 1.000 

Final Drive: 
520 Joresa Cross; 13-tooth counter- 
shaft, 46-tooth rear sprocket 
Air Filtration Twin-Air, oiled foam 
Motoplat (electronic) 
Pre-mix, 50:1 
Recommended Fuel 
Recommended Oil 
Fuel Tank Capacity: 
8.5 liters (2.25 gallons) 
Frame: 
Chrome moly, semi-double cradle 
Suspension: 

Front - Bultaco forks with 222mm 
travel measured, 300cc oil 
capacity. 

Rear - Air/oil Betor shocks, 434mm 
(17% inches) length, 212 mm 
axle travel measured 

Wheels & Spokes: 

Front - Ridged shoulderless Akront 
УУМ, stainless spokes, 4mm 

Rear - Shouldered Akront WM2, 
stainless spokes, 4mm 

Tires: 

Front - 3.00 x 21 Pirelli Motocross 
MT 07 

Rear - 4.50 x 18 Pirelli Motocross 
MT16 

Dimensions: 
Wheelbase: 
140.5cm (55.30 inches) + 4.0cm 
Swingarm length: 
43.8cm (17.20 inches) + 4.0cm 
Ground clearance: 
29.7cm (11.75 inches) 
Bars, height. . .117.3cm (46.25 inches) 
84.4cm (33.25 inches) 
...37.0cm (14.60 inches) 
46.5cm (18.30 inches) 
Seat Height . . . .91.0ст (35.80 inches) 
Weight: 
102.5 kilos (226 pounds) without 
fuel, 44.6996 on front wheel and 
55.3196 on the rear 
Brakes: 

Front - 140mm x 30mm conical, cable- 
operated drum 

Rear- 140mm x 30mm floating, 
conical, cable-operated drum 

Instruments 


Pegs, height 


Spark Arrestor 

Warranty 

Parts Prices: 
Piston: $48.72 with ring, pin and clips 
Rings: $5.90 each (2 for $11.80) 
Clutch cable: $4.95 
Brake pedal: $10.80 
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Motocross Gloves 
Winchester Hats . 
Hand Bag w/bike name .16.95 
Hand Bag no name 
Shoulder Bag w/name .16.95 
Shoulder Bag no name .16.95 


Stoker Hats . » 6.95 
Tool Bag . « 7.98 
Belts . zs s > 4489 
Belts (шеп, w/name) . 4.89 
Visor . 3 « 35.95 
Watch Bands . s; 2.95 
Wrist Bands . + 2.50 
Large Key Tag » 1.50 
Small Key Tag « 1.25 


BIKE NAMES OF LEATHER-- 


good-sized boulder was unearthed 
and smacked the shifter, bending it 
under the footpeg. With a little 
fancy footwork, the deformed metal 
mass could again be moved. Getting 
it into neutral or even between gears 
was another story. The resulting 
damage was a badly bent shift shaft, 
in addition to the shifter itself, and a 
cracked center case where the shifter 
had dented the case. It happens. 


HARDWARE DEPARTMENT 

The levers and grips were much 
better equipment than the plastic 
throttle assembly, as it had a 


100% 
NYLON 


MOTOCROSS JERSEYS - 


tendency to slip around and off of 
the stock bars until Gunnar roughed 
up its contact area with a center 
punch. 

Most every bolt came with a nylon 
locknut attached to the other end 
except for the swingarm pivot nut, 
which had a lockwasher. 

Tank, cap, petcocks and hoses 
never leaked a drop and the MK9 
usually fired on the first kick. 
Always when hot, sometimes when 
cold. 

The kill button wire gets cut in 
half between the top crown and the 
tank when the bars flop to the left. 


PRINTED 
HALTERS 


Short Sleeve $795 


* Long Sleeve $8.95 


Children sizes 


6-8, 10-12,-14-16. 
Adult sizes 


Sm, M,,L, X-L. 


Hd 
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Honda, Yamaha, Suzuki, BMW, 
Kawasaki, Harley. 
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Bike Qty | Item |Size 


Ship to: 


.O. Box 681 
Upper б 
the Bh Noreross, GA 30091 


ч. CUM . SE к 
Long travel, air/oil, adjustable Betors. 


Our bike had been well broken in 
before it fell into our hands and not 
even one spoke loosened up. Spoke 
diameter, front and rear, is a full 
4mm, larger than most. 

Four screws hold the tire to the 
rim around each rimlock. 

Pirelli MT 07 and MT 16 wienies 
work best in deep mud, deep loamy 
soil, and even deeper sand. They 
have no place in Southern California 
and if you race with them here, 
you'll be giving away quite a bit to 
your competition. 

The chain guide, chain tensioner, 
fenders, number plates, seat and 
pipe held up just fine to the torturous 
test of time. 

After working with the Bul for a 

Continued from page 93 


RM SUZUKI FORK KITS 


The R&D FORK KIT completely replaces the 
stock RM innards with the best damping you can 
get. We developed this kit to get rid of the mushy 
front end feeling of the stock set-ups, to increase 
travel by an inch, and to provide precision 
dampening without pounding you. A ground 
taper on the rods, plus the special long-travel 
springs and orifices we include, will give you fork 
action better than any European fork made. And 
we'll back that claim up with a 30-day, money- 
back guarantee. 

RM125 8-inch travel kit ................. 
RM250/370 9-inch travel kit ............. 


Molded and shaped for maximum capacity and 


WHATS 
NEW 
FROM 


RC REPLICA TANK 


Post SUSPENSION 


HONDA 


FORK KITS 


These kits were designed for the rider 
who wants the ultimate performance 
from his stock Honda forks. Not only 
will travel be increased one inch, but 
both rebound and compression 
dampening will be greatly improved. All 
hydrolic-loc is eliminated. These kits 
were developed and are presently used 
by the entire Honda Factory Team. 


== چ ا 
Sat‏ = 
= 


5 С, 
SINEERED PROD 


GR250/MT250 7 Е 44.97 
CR250MI/MR250 ............. 44.97 
ХЕ2БО/ЗБО 7, Fes os eee ped 44.97 
Fork Mod Kits available for CR125 
complete with springs .......... 24.95 
S&W PROGRESSIVE 
FORK SPRINGS 


YA 
AAA 


The best springs made, and available for any bike. 
Specially recommended with the S4W HONDA 
FORK KITS. When you order, specify model, 
year, and any fork modifications you’ve made. 


comfort. This plastic polymer tank holds 1.6 gal- 
lons and uses the stock Elsinor cap and petcock. 
Stock front mounting and longer bolts provided 


All our total protection skid plates are rugged 
16-gage steel, MIG-welded, and gold-iridate 
plated. Mounting hardware is included and there 
are no installation hassles. They are designed to 
give maximum protection when the going gets 
rough. 


Honda Skid Plates: 


CR125, MR175, CR250, 
XL250, all XL350 24.9 


Suzuki Skid Plates: RM100, RM125, RM125A, 
TM100, TM125, RM250, RM250, RM370, TM400 
$24 


Yamaha Skid Plates: 250/ 400 Monocross, TT500, 
TT500 with high ріре................... $24. 
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Kawasaki Skid Plates: KX250/400........ $24.95 
Don't forget to specify model number and year. 


BAKER FORK BOOTS 


For long travel forks. No coil binding. 
Available in black, red, and yellow. 
$8.95 "Honda Works Replica" 


15174 RAYMER ST, VAN NUYS, CALIF. 91405 


for the rear. Guaranteed for a year. Specify red, 
yellor, white, silver or orange. $34.50 


о» 


SW, 
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FREON SHOCKS 


101011 


Designed and proven to meet the 
demands of the toughest motocross 
and desert racers in the world. The 
entire Honda Race Team participated in 
the development of these steel bodied 
freon shocks which virtually eliminate 
oil foaming and fade. Available comp- 
lete with springs. ............. $79.95 
Lengths available: 13, 13.5, 14.25,15.5” 
Specify motorcycle, position of shock, 
rider weight and classification. 


RACE FACE 


Race-face is the latest development in 
total face protection. Made of high 
density material with hardened easy to 
replace lenses. This one piece goggle- 
face guard combines the most 
comfortable fit and filtering system 
available:z7 5. Л» Sees ыз $16.95 


Designed to flow large volumes of clean air and 
increase intake performance to the max. Simple 
installation and access makes servicing a breeze. 
Orders must specify model B or C. 


Complete with element......... 19.95 


Send for our free brochure. 


1976 catalogue 
is available for $2.00. 


HOW TO ORDER 

50% deposit or more must accompany 
all orders prior to shipping, balance to 
be paid on delivery. Send money order 
or allow 14 days for personal checks to 
clear. Wholesale orders must be from 
franchised motorcycle dealerships only. 
California residents add 6% sales tax. 
“MAIL ORDERS SAVE GAS, PHONE 
CALLS AND SALES ТАХ” (except 
Calif.) 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY STATE 


ITEM 


AMT. ENCL. 


Dealer Inquiries Invited 


(213) 997-7055 
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HOLIDAY IN THE HIGHLANDS 


THE 


SCOTTISH 


SIX 


TRIAL 


Six days of almost seeing the Loch Ness Monster. 


REMEMBER THE TITANIC 

The first Scottish was held in 
1911, along about the time the ship 
that could never sink sank. In the 
early years it was little more than a 
reliability run with the sections no 
more than portions of dirt trails 
tackled by the street motorcycles of 
the day. The trial was organized by 
the Edinburgh and District Motor 
Club Ltd. 

Trophies were first awarded in 
1925, team awards to solo and side- 
car entries. In 1928 individual 
awards were introduced for best solo 
and best sidecar. For the next three 
years awards were given for the best 
performance in class. Then in 1932 
the awards reverted to best solo and 
sidecar. Awards for the hacks 
continued through 1950, but the 
increasing difficulty of the sections 
led to the disappearance of the 
three-wheelers. Obviously sections 
wide enough to accommodate the 
hacks had to be fairly simple. For 
quite some time riders would use the 
same bike they entered in the ISDT 
to compete in the Scottish. 

The series was interrupted 
because of World War Two. No 
events were held from 1940 through 
1946. Sections still were on the easy 
side as late as 1961 when Gordon 
Jackson won his third Scottish with a 
score of one point lost. 

Machines from Rudge, Norton, 
Ariel, AJS, Velocette, Triumph, 


Story 
and Photography 
by Len MacWeed 


BSA, Matchless and Royal Enfield 
took top honors until Sammy Miller 
posted the first two-stroke win on a 
Bultaco in 1965. The following year 
Alan Lampkin won on a BSA, the 
last four-stroke victory to date. 
During the ten years since then 
Bultaco has won four times, Ossa 
three times, Yamaha twice and 
Greeves once. 

The advent of the light, maneu- 
verable two-strokes led to tougher 
sections. Any given day of the event 
would not be considered nearly as 
difficult as a national or world 
championship event. The Scottish, 
often referred to as a holiday in the 
highlands, is open to less than 
Expert-rated clubmen. But when 
those six days are stacked up 
together, with a few really tough 
sections to separate the clubmen 
from the national and world class 
riders, it makes for an overall 
demanding test of reliability, 
endurance, and observed riding. 


AMERICANS ABROAD 
National champion Marland 
Whaley and Southern California 
champion Bernie Schreiber thought 
they were going to ride their first 


Scottish. Marland and Bernie have 
been plagued with the “you can’t 
ride an FIM event until you're 18" 
thing for several years. For six years 
the ATA's Trial de Espana has raised 
money to send top So Cal riders over 
to the Spanish world round. While 
others rode Whaley and Schreiber 
had to stand around and watch. 
This year the ATA decided to send 
them someplace where they could 
ride, since the Scottish, although 
FIM-sanctioned, was reported to be 
open to riders age 17. Both Honda 
and Bultaco made bike arrange- 
ments for their riders. Then the fit 
hit the shan. The AMA stated the 
two could not get an FIM license 
until they were 18. They further 
reported that they had requested a 
variance in the 18 year old rule to no 
avail. The AMA also stated that if 
the riders chose to ride the event on 
an English license they would be 
ineligible for AMA competition (the 
Nationals) until 1977. In Scotland 
the pair discovered several 17-year- 
olds entered with FIM licenses. Who 
is or isn't doing what to whom? 

Rounding out the American 
foursome were Plonker trials club 
president Ken Jones and your 
slow-zoot reporter. 


WHERE IT ALL TAKES PLACE 
In Scotland, naturally. Leaving 


Opposite. Martin Lampkin. 
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Edinburgh the riders travel the first 
90 miles on public roads. The bikes 
are impounded at Fort William, 165 
miles northwest of Edinburgh, with 
a different loop each day. Fort 
William, the impound town since 
1947, is just two lochs (lakes) down 
from the home of the Loch Ness 
Monster. Is Nessie a reality or a 
stimulated photograph? Our four- 
some went a-lookin’, but wound up 
making sections and playing off- 
camber grab-ass at Urquhart Castle. 

The terrain is fabulous. Drive 
down the road and pick sections 
without ever having to leave the car. 
What isn’t used in the trial is often 
even more impressive than the 
sections included. 

Total mileage for the Six Days was 
672 miles this year, with 165 
sections. Those 165 sections, actually 
sub-sections, were found at 37 
section stops. Each section stop had 
anywhere from two to ten sub- 
sections. There were three to eight 
section stops per day. The 672 breaks 
down to about 440 miles of pave- 
ment and 232 miles of off-road 
riding. 


HOW THE TRIAL WORKS 
The Scottish is a reliability 
endurance trial like the ISDT with 
section stops added on. Riders late to 
checks lose a full point per minute of 


a” ПЕ нас y : 
Alan Lampkin, seen here at Altnafeadh, 
gave Bultaco three of the four top 
finishers. 
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lateness. If they finish the day 60 
minutes behind the schedule, they’re 
disqualified. Riders are allowed 
delay time for log jams at the 
sections. The bikes are marked and 
impounded Sunday, and marked 
pieces cannot be removed from the 
bike. All work must be done by the 
rider during a 15-minute work 
period in the morning or at impound 
in the afternoon if the rider arrives 
before his minute. Working on the 
bikes at a section is not permitted. 
Riders must do all the work 
themselves, but unlike the ISDT, the 
pit crew can hand over tools or 
unmarked parts. At the final 
impound at Edinburgh riders can 
lose points for broken spokes, leaking 
gas tanks, defective bearings, 
inoperative kickstarters, fractured 
frames or engine crankcases. Any 
rider stopped by the police for 
speeding is disqualified. 


GETTING THERE 
Wednesday. Highlight of the 
ll-hour plane ride to London was 
speculating about the couple who 


riders starting the third day of 
competition. 


entered the lavatory toward the end 


of the flight and remained for about 
15 minutes. 

Thursday. Visit to Comerfords, 
the British Bultaco importer. 

Friday. On to Edinburgh! 

Saturday. The Scotia Hotel in 
Edinburgh. Why there's Martin 
Belair. He just arrived from Spain 
where he's been working at the 
Montesa factory for the past four 
months. We give him his medals 
from the 1975 national series. Inside 
we meet David Goldsmith from 
Australia. Very interesting. Dave is 
17, he has an FIM license for the 
Scottish. Ask around. "Oh, yeah, 
there're several 17-year-olds riding. 
The FIM gives a license for trials at 
17, motocross and road racing is 18." 
Bewilderment. 

Sunday. Off to the impound at the 
cattlemarket. Checking out the 
bikes. Dealers abound as the riders 
buy accessories and brightly colored 
riding suits. The Scottish is the time 
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Malcolm Rathmell was the favorite 
going in, because of Andrews’ foot 
injury as well as three wins in the last 
four world points rides, but Thorpe 
overtook him for a second on the final 
day. 


for strutting your style. The bikes are 
tricked out and spotless, the wearing 
apparel gets brighter and bolder 
each year. The black Belstaff or 
Barbour suit is becoming extinct, at 
least for the Scottish. Here comes a 
herd of sheep being driven by a dog. 
In four hours it rains about ten times 
and yet nobody really gets very wet. 

There’s Sammy Miller. Fresh from 
a win at the Isle of Wight Two Day, 
his 22nd win in 26 two-days. Miller 
won't be riding the Six Days. Nick 
Jeffries is busy shaping his new 
short-stroke factory bike. 

We see Martin changing a tire for 
his 348. Bernie and Marland, in the 
jackets Bell gave us for the trip over, 
crowd around and Motor Cycle, an 
English weekly, takes a picture of 
the three Americans. Everyone keeps 
asking Marland and Bernie why they 
aren't riding. Off to lunch. Back 
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from lunch. There's Martin still 
changing his tire. He pinched the 
replacement tube; he's trying again. 


DAY ONE 

A 90-mile drive to the section we'll 
be observing, Edramucky. Look at 
those sections along the road! On to 
Edramucky, its pair of double- 
sections have only been cleaned four 
times during its eight-year existence. 
There's Martin. We note that he has 
two inner tubes around his belt. We 
ask: Where are the other two tubes 
for the second tire change? Martin 
Lampkin arrives. He's wearing 
Bernie's new Bell helmet, after 
peeling off all the stickers. Brother 
Alan has been wearing Joe Gugliel- 
melli's Bell since last August. 
Edramucky sees its fifth and sixth 
cleans. Chris Milner and John 
Metcalfe. Rathmell stirs the crowd 
with a different line at the tricky 
floating full lock turn at the end of 
section two. He just bolts right up 
the ledge, eliminating the tight turn. 
Whaley and Schreiber comment on 
how smooth Vesterinen looked 


riding Edramucky. Metcalfe records 
a "clean" day. 

The leaders: Metcalfe-0, M. 
Lampkin-l, Milner-2, Evertson-2, 
Rathmell-3, Nilsson-3. 


DAY TWO 

We're out at Laggan Locks today. 
A double-section on one side of the 
hill, a continuous four-section rocky 
ascent just over the ridge. There's 
Vesterinen in his riding suit, but he's 
taking photos. He started, but the 
big end bearing problem that led to 
seizure yesterday has torpedoed any 
hope for competitive riding. 

Belair learns a little lesson in how 
it's done. A rider is supposed to walk 
the section, then turn in his route 
card and line up for his ride. If there 
is a backlog of riders the marshal 
notes the time the card is turned in 
and gives credit for the delay time 
until the rider is able to ride. Martin 
waits. And waits. A half-hour later 
they call his number. How did so 
many riders wind up riding ahead of 
him? Simple. They turned in their 
cards, then walked the section, 


arriving back at the section entrance 
still warm with a recent look at any 
possible changes in the section, and 
some delay time in the bargain. 

It turns out that his five at 
Edramucky yesterday did more than 
hurt Andrews' score. It also injured 


Top foreign finisher (fifth) Thore 
Evertson roaring up the Pipeline. Only 
ten riders ascended the 100-plus-yard 
run with a score of 2 or better. 
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Opposite. Top: Martin Belair. 
Bottom Left: Rob Shepard. 
Bottom Center: Thore Evertson. 
Bottom Right: Mick Andrews. 


his broken foot, the one the doctors 
told him to stay off of for at least 
another month. Andrews isn’t sure if 
he can finish. 

Coutard has the low score for the 
day, dropping just three points. But 
he’s out of it after picking up 17 
points for being late back to Fort 
Williams yesterday. 

The leaders: Thorpe-8, M. 
Lampkin-9, Evertson-9, Milner-10, 
Metcalfe-12, Birkett-13, Rathmell- 
14, A. Lampkin-15. 


DAY THREE 

With riders departing one a 
minute, it takes four hours to clear 
out the impound. Each day the first 
40 riders out the previous day are 
dropped to the bottom 40. 

Stories of Blackwater, a section we 
won't get to. About riders going 
flat-out in fourth getting bogged 
down in the muck, about the rubber 
Wellingtons getting sucked right off 
of the riders’ feet, never to be seen 
again. 

Altnafeadh (alt-na-fay). Six sub- 
sections. The land is owned by a 
Belgian count. Almost all land used 
in the Scottish is privately owned 
and requires owner's consent for 


Which one is the real Charles Coutard? 
The French champion posted the lowest 
score on Tuesday before retiring on 
Thursday with a wrist injury. 
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inclusion in the trial. 

Back to Fort William. We notice 
that Vesterinen's bike is still parked 
near the hotel entrance. Its been 
there all day. At impound Andrews 
doesnt know if hell be able to 
finish. The pain pills he takes for the 
foot tend to make him devil-may- 
care on the loop, riding with 
abandon, until they start to wear 
off. Conversation. He hopes to have 
the 500 four-stroke ready for the 
international at Washington in July. 
Itll weigh about 205 without gas. 
We learn that the production TY175 
is a virtual replica of the 175 
developed by Andrews. He feels a 
rider could win the Scottish on a 
TY175. More thoughts. The sections 
aren't up to the national champion- 
ship events in England, but they're 
just about right for six continuous 
days of riding. The sections have 
become more difficult since 1970 
when Andrews won his first Scottish. 
He mentions that the start number 
can influence the scores more than it 
used to. 

The leaders: M. Lampkin-17, 


John Metcalfe posted the only “clean” 
day, finished sixth. 


Milner-21, Metcalfe-25, Thorpe-27, 
Birkett-27, Evertson-28, Jeffries-32, 
Rathmell and A. Lampkin-33. 


DAY FOUR 

Ben Nevis has ten sub-sections. A 
quick double and then four more 
ducking under branches and wig- 
gling through a rocky creek. Further 
up the hill are a pair of straight 
rocky double-section uphills. Along 
comes Don Smith, development 
rider for Kawasaki, checking out the 
last continuous section. А voice in 
the crowd calls out: Where's the fag, 
Don? The reply from the three-time 
European (world) champion: “I 
only smoke going downhill." 

Down to section 7/8. A quick 
double-take. What's Bernie doing out 
there inspecting the rocks? Why's he 
wearing that tiny helmet on the top 
of his head and hunched over in a 
Happy Time suit that may at any 
moment render him eunuched? And 
now he's riding. Number 31. Voices. 


That’s not Coutard, who is that guy? 
Bernie scores a two for the eight 
sections and returns the Bul to an 
impressed Coutard. The French 
champion had to bow out at Ben 
Nevis after deciding that his strained 
wrist from the crash the day before 
at Blackwater was, indeed, broken. 
When Bernie asked if he could putt 
around Coutard suggested he go 
ahead and finish the rest of the 
sections. 

Here’s Smith attempting 9/10. 
Clean so far, just this turn up out of 
the gully and he has a double 
zip . . .oops, his front wheel turned 
about one inch too late to miss that 
rock. He stalls. Don responds to the 
spectators, “You should have called 
out, ‘turn left’.” 

Heading back to the hotel 
Marland fills us in on the Ugly Bird 
Ball to be held that night. Whaley 
was here two years ago. Watching. 
The rules are simple. When an 
entrant is ready he tips the judges 
and then invites the ugliest girl he 
can find to dance. The grimmies, as 
they are called, never know what's 
happening. The three riders exhibit- 
ing the best bad taste receive 
engraved pins. Since Whaley was a 
pin winner in '74 we listened 
attentively to his every word. 
Fondling and pinching points help 
improve a competitor’s score. One 
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with an 83.2 x 64 engine configuration. It 
uses an Alpina piston. Martin is the only 
factory rider using the 348. Vesterinen 
hasn't even tried it, prefers the 
smoothness of the stock engine. 
Coutard also prefers the 326, has moved 
the engine back a little to make the 
front end lighter for his size. Bernie liked 
Coutard’s change and Marland said it 
was the best Bultaco he'd ever ridden. 
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winner put grease on his fingers to 
show the judges just where he had 
been. An English super-star was 
disqualified one year because the 
judges felt he actually liked the girl. 
Just good clean fun, really. 

Oh yeah, the trial. After four days 
the leader board: Martin Lampkin 
— 24, Thorpe — 37, Rathmell — 
42, Evertson —48, Metcalfe and 
Andrews — 52, Jeffries — 53, 
Birkett — 57, A. Lampkin — 61. 


DAY FIVE 

Off to the Pipeline. Three 
continuous sections running straight 
uphill beside six massive pipelines. 
The sections proved to be more 
difficult than they appeared. The 
first rider to attempt it, Martin 
Lampkin, posted the first clean. Bo 
Nilsson followed with another. Mick 
Wilkinson was the only other rider 
to clean during the rest of the day as 
the section deteriorated. Mud and 
water oozed out of the ground in the 
first sub-section. The rock ledge just 
at the end of the second sub-section 
became covered with a slippery, 


Andrews tackling the slimy off-camber 
of Edramucky. Here he’s scooting over 
to get to the left of the marker. 


2 »: 


Mick Andrews with his 370cc, 
six-speed, 175-pound prototype. He 
hoped to have his 500cc, 205-pound 
four-stroke ready for competition later 
in the year. 
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Nigel Birkett at Edramucky on the 
works Suzuki. He finished eighth. 


This was one of the hot bikes 15 years 
ago, a 500 Ariel. Alan Moorewood rode 
this one. Both Ariel entries finished. The 
thumpers were great at rearranging 
rocks in the sections. 
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clinging mud spot. Some riders 
would run up the hill full on the 
wick in third gear, hit the top of the 
ledge, get sideways and in less than 
five feet lose all momentum. By the 
end of the day spectators were 
applauding riders who paddled their 
way to a three. Only ten out of 
about 225 riders managed a score of 
less than three. 

Martin Belair got a spirited three, 
a good ride. Luck was holding out 
for the 21-year-old. He hadn’t had to 
change a flat tire yet. But a bird did 
collide with him, causing a rear end 
with the car in front of him. He 
wound up beneath his bike on the 
pavement. Both bike and rider 
survived unscathed. Another wacky 
road incident: Bill Wilkinson got hit 
in the helmet with a golf ball earlier 
in the week. 

The leaders: M. Lampkin — 28, 
Rathmell — 47, Thorpe — 50, A. 
Lampkin — 59, Evertson — 62, 
Metcalfe — 67, Andrews — 70. 


DAY SIX 
Off to the eight sections of 


Achallader, the last stop for the 
riders before tackling the 103-mile 
ride back to Edinburgh, hoping all 
the while that nothing fell apart, 
blew up or seized. The sections were 
mildly twisting gullies cut out of the 
rolling hills behind a ranch. A 
fantastic playground. 

Mick Andrews topped all riders on 
Saturday with a score of three. 
Lampkin played it safe with his 
19-point lead, scoring a nine, his 
highest daily total, ending his 
three-day streak as the lowest 
scoring rider. The winner held a 
steady 40 mph average on the 
pavement returning to Edinburgh. 
He had had two seizures during the 
week, and he didn’t want his hold on 
the win ruined by a locked-up 
engine. 

The only change in the top ten 
was the contest for runner-up. Dave 
Thorpe overcame his three-point 
deficit at the outset of the day to slip 
past Rathmell on the sixth day for 
the second straight year. 


MISCELLANEOUS DABS 
AND CLEANS 
Overheard. "What's the point of 
coming to Scotland if you don’t 
drink?” 
Dunlop has a new tire, called the 
Trials Champion. 


Martin Belair, only American entry, 
taok 41st, earning a Special First Class 
Award for finishing within the top 20 
percent of the entry. Martin rode the 
event with a DB sticker on his gas tank. 
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Great Britain. Montesa uses red and 
yellow，while Suzuki uses red and 
yellow and white and black. Ossa 
(pronounced Osser) and Kawasaki 
both use lime green and white. But 
Ossa didn't copy from Kawasaki, 
they were using green and white six 
years ago. Bultacos are referred to as 
Bullies or Bultos. 

The rubber Dunlop “Wellingtons” 
were the most popular footwear at 
the trial. Lampkin was wearing the 
Roger DeCoster Alpines with enduro 
sole. A surprising number of full 
(ear-covering) helmets. 

Mick Andrews' book should be out 
by the time you read this. Check 
Motorcycle Weekly for availability. 

The best ride ever posted by a 
foreigner was Thore Evertson's third 
in 1974. 

Martin ‘Lampkin has won the 
world championship two times, the 
British championship once. This was 
his first Scottish win. Brother Alan 
won in 1966 on a BSA, and the 
oldest Lampkin brother, Arthur, 
won in 1963 on a BSA. 

Suzuki rider Nigel Birkett was a 
questionable starter because of a 
high-speed crash a couple of weeks 
earlier that knocked him out. He 
recovered enough to finish eighth in 
the Scottish and then rode a local 
club trial the following day. 

Vesterinen was riding with a 


The new all-red factory Honda. 306cc. 
The stroke was shortened, allowing a 
three-inch reduction in engine height. 
Bore and stroke is 82 x 58. Weight is 
about 190. Other changes: geometry, 
exhaust, closer ratios for the first three 
gears and reduction from four to two 
valves. Two-time Japanese champion 
Hiroshi Kondo and a factory engineer 
journeyed over. Miller's team had two 
of them. 


shoulder injured after his handle- 
bars broke. He showed up for the 
SSDT with cross-brace bars. 

The winning score continues to 
shrink. Rathmell won in '73 with a 
52, Andrews' score in '74 was a 41. 
He lowered it to 38 in 1975. 
Lampkin won this year with a 37. 
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The entry limit is 240. There were 
entries from 13 nations, including 49 
foreigners and 74 first-time riders. 
Finishers totaled 194. 

British Montesa distributor Jim 
Sandiford and Japanese Bultaco 
distributor Toshi Nishiyama both 
competed. Sandiford took a Special 
First Class Award in his 19th 
Scottish, Nishiyama seized. After 
replacing his piston Nishiyama rode 
his Sherpa from England to West 
Germany, 600 miles, to compete in 
the world round the following 
weekend. There was a ferry in there 
somewhere. Luckily he got a ride. 
back from Germany. 

Sixty-year-old Terry Hill added 
his 25th finish in 27 Scottish rides. 

Both Rathmell and Andrews felt 
that too many sections in recent 
years have become too "change- 
able," often allowing the luck of the 
starting number to be more 
dominant than riding ability. The 
dry, small loose stone ascents that 
change little are not as prevalent 
as they were a few years ago. 
Sammy Miller suggested the often 


Three-time European champion Don 
Smith prepares to tractor up a trickier 
bit of Altnafeadh on his development 
Kawasaki. Note his fag, an ever-present 
companion. 


Ken Jones, Marland Whaley and Bernie 
Schreiber. That's Coutard kneeling. 


mentioned world class grouping, 
placing the top 30 or 40 riders 
together so that the amount of 
section change would be limited as 
the world class riders rode together. 
This would also allow spectators and 
press to cover more sections in one 

Continued on page 89 
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When was the last time you had 
your wheels apart? No, not the time 
the brake shoes fell out while you 
were attempting another two-hour 
flat fix, but when you purposely dis- 
assembled the little suckers to make 
them good as new? That long? You 
might be noticing a slight loss of 
brake effectiveness. Do you run into 
slower bikes to scrub off speed for 
the corners? You might even have 
noticed that your front wheel no 
longer spins freely, but bucks and 


n NET 


To determine if you do, indeed, have 
bearing problems, rock the wheel 
back and forth within the forks or 
swingarm. Any play at the axle tells 
the sorry tale. 


Pry back the spacer with a metal rod, 
screwdriver, etc., then catch the lip 
of the bearing and knock it out. 
Gently, now... ; 
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BASIC 
WHEEL 
CARE 


Baring the bearings and 
mending the brakes. 
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stutters around like a roulette wheel 
with hiccups. Time to do a little 
checking, think you not? 

The procedures are really simple, 
honest. The whole shot should take 
no more than three beers and could 
do more for your riding than those 
trick shocks or that color-coordinated 
codpiece you've been coveting. 

Remember, all's well with a well 
wheel, keep your bearings straight 
and your shoes true. We provide the 
pictures, the rest is up to you. 


Now, remove the wheel and brake 


assembly. 


Some spacers have a hole in the side 
for removal. If yours does, sight the 
hole, get your rod wedged in it, and 
knock spacer and bearings out. 


Pack bearings lightly with grease. Be sure to replace the spacer before you replace the bearings. A large socket is good to drive 
the bearings back in. Make sure it does not touch on the seal surface. 
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Use sandpaper or emery paper to clean inside the brake drum and around the shoes. 
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The shoes should be pried off, clean 
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ed, and pivot 
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EUROPEAN EXPOSE 


What's new with who's who. 


46 GP BIKES 


Photography by Ken Olausson 
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Start of the Swedish Grand Prix 1976. Roger DeCoster (#7) and Adolf Weil (£15), together with this year's only real 
newcomer and sensation Englishman Graham Noyce (#21); are already going for it. Brad (#23) is hooking it on the 
outside. As of this writing Roger is far ahead in the standings and only a catastrophe can prevent him from 
becoming World Champion for the fifth time. Pierre Karsmakers (#22) is right behind Adolf. 
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Bengt Aberg's factory 370 Bultaco uses Did you ever see a more stock looking 
the same rear suspension setup that the bike than Adolf Weil's Maico? Except 
prototype Harley-Davidson MXers used for the gas Koni rear shocks it looks like 
for a while. Bengt seems to be pretty it's just off the showroom floor. Adolf is 
happy with the setup. Bike shifts on the currently in second place in the world 
right-hand side, which gives more standings. Graham Noyce on a similar 
positive shifting and also gets rid of that bike is fourth. It's not necessary to be 
long brake cable in favor of a rod. The trick when everything on the stock bike 
stock floating brake arrangement is not is basically right. Amazing. 


used, but otherwise the bike appears to 
be basically stock on the outside. 
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Brad’s 390 Husky uses stock frame, 
tank, seat and air cleaner but from there 
on it’s all new and different. New 
Husqvarna offset axle forks are 
reportedly very satisfactory, as is the 
bottom end power from the bigger 
engine (more bore and stroke). Both 
pipe and reinforced swingarm are 
handmade items at this time, but the 
shocks are the Moto X Fox dual 
chamber air shocks. Brad has been 
trying both the Fox shocks and others 
from time to time, but he has come 
back to the Foxes regularly. Mikuni 
carburetor gives more adjusting 
possibilities than the Bing for the bigger 
engine. 


The new “Stage 2” 400 Honda is the only 
brand-new bike on the Grand Prix 
circuit this year. The European 
spectators are showing much interest in 
the exotic open class Honda. Pierre has 
been producing very impressive results 
with the entirely new design. Contrary 
to Honda practice the chain now runs 
on the right-hand side, the entire motor 
has been “turned around” and the 
kickstarter is on the left. Keihin carb 
and floating brake. The remote gas 
reservoir for the shocks can be seen 
over the side number plate. Forks have 
external springs and both wheels are 
new. Nice exhaust pipe is 
down-under-up and across and very out 
of the way. Like all other Honda works 
bikes this year, the engine uses reeds. 
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Basic Russian motocross scooter made 
in Czechoslovakia. The only completely 
air suspended bike on the circuit is 
almost the same as last year. Fenders by 
Prestonislav Pettinsky and carb by 
Jikuni. 


travel Bilsteins with remote floating 
seal reservoir, but is otherwise very 
stock. 


The basic world championship 

machine. Only differences from last 

year’s successful release are improve- 

ments in suspension, a bigger muffler 

and some detailing which makes the 

bikes easier to service. Fork boots this 

year. © 
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FROM CALIFORNIA TO THE NEW YORK ISLAND... 


The Movement Is On: R 


SHE 


by Don Phillipson 

“Yeah, Гуе been riding since the 
"605. Started out on a Maico. 
Motocross. Then I started riding the 
desert. Now I just play around 
mostly, race occasionally.” 

“Another reporter came talking to 
me a few weeks back. Except he was 
from some small-town paper that 
had taken an interest in land use and 
off-road vehicles. He wanted facts 
from me about how destructive they 
are .. . I really laid into him, he 
wasn’t saying much when he left.” 

“We run things quietly out here. 
Whenever people come around 
trying to control our affairs, we set 
them straight right away. All the 
town people like the racers; 
everyone behaves himself and has a 
good time.” 

Such was the way a conversation 
went earlier this month. I was 
talking to an off-duty city council 
official from a nearby incorporated 
city. He was obviously pro-motor- 
cycle racer, had experience racing 
and so knew what problems could 
occur, and wanted to help both his 
city and motorcyclists. 

I had heard about this particular 
city, and went to see just exactly 
how races could be held on private 
and city land without the hassles we 
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have come to expect. My questions 
centered around the basic problems 
of land closure. Answers were, and 
are, available. In the past few years, 
motorcyclists have been losing many 
of their legal battles. Now, with 
hard work by many people, these 
circumstances are reversing. Here are 
the facts on what has been done and 
how. 


CMLDF 

There is a very successful 
movement underway in Southern 
California. A group of riders got 
together and made a simple 
deduction: It is going to take money 
and an organization to fight land 
closure and, more importantly, to 
reopen land which has been unfairly 
closed. 


BEGINNINGS 

It would probably be wise here to 
admit to ourselves the reality of the 
situation. Of all the people reading 
this article, most are genuinely 
concerned about land closure, 
especially if their favorite area is 
gone. But, because of time or 
energy, or whatever, most do not 
take up the cause day and night. 
This is all right. Many people are 
willing to donate a few dollars and 


an occasional afternoon. Not much 
more is needed once an organization 
is moving. Which brings us to 
leaders. Someone has to start the 
movement. The natural place to 
look for leaders is among the officials 
of already established groups. 

Jim Wells is vitally involved in 
District 37. He and two others, Bob 
Tartter and John Townsend, under 
the rules of the District, formed a 
special committee, the Legal De- 
fense Task Force. Most all Districts 
have similar rules. Pick up your 
rulebook and find out what it takes 
to form a committee. Advice from 
Jim Wells: “Keep the committee 
small. Three members has been 
ideal." 

This committee went before the 
District Sports Committee and 
reminded everyone of the problem. 
They proposed that every rider, in 
every District race, be charged an 
extra dollar which would go directly 
to the Legal Defense Task Force's 
treasury. This proposal has been 
bringing in approximately $500 a 
week from this single source. Instant 
revenue. 


ACTION 

So a small committee was formed, 
a plan was made to bring in money. 
What actually has been done? The 
committee approached the Bureau 
of Land Management, which is the 
agency in Southern California 
controlling the federal land. They 
did not just walk in and bitch that 
the desert is being closed. They did 
study maps, specifically the Interim 
Critical Management Program 
(ICMP) for the California desert. 
They did make a detailed study and 
then drew up a list of proposals and 
suggestions. Nothing fancy. Very 
straightforward, saying that some 
areas need not have been closed 
because of specific reasons. They 
then approached the BLM with their 
concrete written summary. At the 
same time they informed the BLM 
that they were representing "X" 
amount of motorcyclists. 

If that were all there was to it, 
then two or three people could 
handle the job. But all of that money 
coming into the fund really does 
serve a purpose. In the middle of last 
year a local club was denied a race 
the day before the event. The course 
had been laid out, several hundred 
people had already arrived and were 
camped. Reason for cancellation: 
The BLM was being threatened with 
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a lawsuit if they allowed the club to 
run the race without written 
permission from every landowner 
whose land was being used in the 
race. 

It was the “Written Permission 
Law,” that California has had since 
1973. It states that anyone riding on 
private land must have written 
permission from the owner in his or 
her possession. To give you an idea 
of the import of this law, ГЇЇ give 
you one fact. Near the town of 
California City, in a 156-square- 
mile area, there are over 158,000 
land owners, owning lots as small as 
60 x 120 feet in size. 

District 37, through the CMLDF, 
has taken this matter to court, 
attempting to prove this law un- 
constitutional. Though no one of 
course can predict the outcome, we 
are optimistic. The combined 
Districts and DRA have hired a law 
firm (with all of that dollar-per-rider 
money), and they have had some 
success with other lawsuits. 

That is the procedure. Through 
the most convenient organization 
already existing, the local AMA 
District, form a small committee of 
people who want to work. Initiate a 
plan to raise money — you'll have 
the support of the majority of 
motorcyclists. Go to the agency 
which controls the land in your area; 
give them suggestions on which land 
you: 1) want reopened; 2) do not 
want closed; or 3) want reclassified, 
e.g. from restricted riding to open 
tiding. 

Hire a lawyer or firm and begin 
testing in court any law which you 
feel is discriminatory. Show the 
people in your area that you are 
organized and mean business. Hint 
on hiring a lawyer: Check with 
other attorneys and possibly his 
former clients to make sure you are 
getting someone sympathetic to your 
cause. The District lawyers hap- 
pened to be criminal lawyers but 
they had a proven record in cases 
involving environmentalists. (They 
also happened to ride dirt bikes.) 


AMA DISTRICTS ARE NOT ALL 
FUNCTIONAL 

I would like to set a few matters 
straight. First, the AMA is invalu- 
able to every motorcyclist. They 
provide a respected and powerful 
image behind any group that is 
associated with them. When the 
District Legal Defense Task Force 
tangles with any group they always 
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represent themselves as a part of the 
AMA. And the AMA is ready and 
wiling to stand behind the local 
Districts and any special committees 
they might form. They cannot 
always intervene on local issues 
because of the national nature of the 
organization, but they have proved 
they will help when necessary. For 
example, last fall, when the Barstow 
to Vegas race still had a chance, they 
provided nearly $3000 for a study 
which has proved very valuable to 
the lawyers which the District has 
now hired. 

As a side note for those Districts 
which are officially recognized by 
the AMA: Half of the money your 
clubs pay into the AMA for race 
sanctions comes back to you. You are 
free to do with that money whatever 
you will. A Legal Defense Fund is 
appropriate. Officially recognized 
Districts are Numbers 6, 7, 11, 12, 
15, 16, 17, 19, 20, 22, 23, 26, 36 and 
38. Districts 3, 14 and 37 have 
recently been recognized but there is 
a one-year lapse before they will be 
receiving money. 

Which brings us to all the Districts 
in which the AMA is not very 
strong. Unfortunately, in many 
areas the "District" is actually little 
more than a set of boundaries. In 
these areas it is necessary to use 
alternative organizations which will 
provide initial organizational struc- 
ture and whose leaders will probably 
be the ones leading the land battle. 

Colorado is an exemplary area 
where the AMA is not as influential 
as it could be. It is also an area 
where land is beceming a problem. 
Gary Palmgren, who represents the 
Colorado Motorcycle Trail Riders 
Association, is taking action in his 
area. He has used the same basic 
procedure as Jim Wells in Califor- 
nia. It is the approach that works. 
He interested his club in the 
problem, or rather, he proposed that 
something had to be done; they were 
already interested. Club dues were 
to provide the initial money for their 
effort. 

They contacted the agency, the 
Forest Service, which controls most 
of the land in that state. Up until 
that point the Forest Service had 
been responding to pressure to close 
land and had not listened to the 
complaints of the motorcyclists. 
They had not listened because the 
motorcyclists were simply complain- 
ing, no positive proposals or 
suggestions. 


So the CMTRA acquired maps of 
the area, rode all the trails and 
began marking which ones should 
remain open. Along with the 
suggestions of which trails to keep 
open were reasons why. "Keep this 
open because the nearest house is 
one mile from the trail." Specific 
suggestions and facts are the answer. 

Also, they were fair. If the Forest 
Service or a group of environmen- 
talists had a legitimate complaint, 
they respected their rights. But they 
didn't back off either. They began 
doing even more work. They took 
mileage figures on "Hiking Only" 
trails and gave approximate per- 
centages of how much land hikers 
had available as compared to their 
percentage of the total population. 
They measured motor vehicle trails 
and again gave percentages. The 
Forest Service was impressed with 
the obvious work that was going into 
this effort. (Speaking of the work, 
this goes back to how much people 
are willing to put out. Gary and a 
few others organized these work 
days and divide the day into a work 
day and a play day. Many people 
are willing to put in a half day 
combined with a trail ride.) 

With the percentages computed 
the Trail Riders then asked for a 
percentage of land comparable to 
their percentage of population. But, 
they did not simply ask for more 
land, in general. They identified 
specific trails they wanted. And they 
went ahead and did something which 
proves that people are willing to 
work if someone will give them 
direction. They actually built a trail 
through the forest in one weekend. 
148 people turned out for the effort 
arid this trail connected two already 
existing riding areas. One of the 
areas was threatened with closure 
because the entrance to the area was 
a problem. The new trail kept both 
areas open by providing better 
access. 

With the success of this move the 
club has been out working on trails 
regularly. They have established a 
record of 1218 man-hours of work 
by motorcyclists (as of May). This is, 
naturally enough, making friends 
with the Forest Service. 

They are also moving ahead with 
legal battles. As in California, there 
is a law which holds the owner of 
private land liable for injuries which 
occur on his land even if that land is 
posted. Action is being taken to 

Continued on page 84 
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.by Bruce Woods _ 


Sill and all, San 2 


“Always going someplace, crazy eh . not yet expel cud awesome 
excited, taking a lot of vitamin в handling. of the Sienna Swine， 
_overstimulated...’ cowers in the shotgun seat, doubting 


Old man, The Wild One, ту driving ability. San Jose bound. 

Columbia tiem 1954. The lyrics of that moronic song slip 

Too the ratchets of our driving minds. 

Ae going коше. The “Do you know the мау...” Hope 
Brown SOW, faithful Econoline, tire- 50. 


“Onfy a local AMA official at a National Mile can manage to 
look that much like a fifty-year-old male hooker from 


Havana.” 


Herbert Dangerfield, Itinerant Journalist 


Jorgenson’s Norton was clean and fast enough for fourth overall. Notice the flex in the shock as he exits turn four. 


Tops pop. Our conversation is 
drifting, aimless, rolls haphazardly 
from subject to subject. Occasionally 
it full-circles back to The Mile. 
Kerley is concerned. Will Harley 
indeed dominate it? What will 
become of the privateer? Is flattrack 
finally, irrevocably in the hands of 
the factories? I, too, voice worries. 
Will we find a motel with a TV? 
Will I finally locate one of those 
legendary and elusive pre-race par- 
ties? How much can I drink on the 
expense account dinner? Dedication, 
as is everything, is relative. 

“You are what you eat.” Folks 
used to say that in dead earnest, not 
quite sure what they were saying. 
We pull off the highway, looking for 
lunch. A small town industrial 
district surrounds us, its main street 
leading foodlessly toward some- 
thing at which we can’t guess, but 
which makes us vaguely uneasy. 

Finally, a quick-serve processed- 
food-substance stand. I order a steak 
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sandwich. The meat, once bitten 
into, has the peculiar color and 
luminescence of cherry licorice. 
Short lunch. 

Closer now, watching the road 
signs for information. “Ft. Roberts,” 
one announces. I try to convince 
myself that it could be an omen. Fat 
chance. 


II 
“My father was going to take me 
on a fishing trip to Canada once...” 
“YeahP” 
“We didn’t go.” 
“Crazy.” 
Kathy and Johnny, Wild One. 


The motel is close to the track. 
Incredibly. Since the pool is drained 
for repairs we get a cut rate. Though 
several bikes and many adulterated 
vans sit in the lot, not much seems to 
be happening. Peculiar comings and 
goings in a large motor home 
provide momentary speculation, but 
not enough to hold interest. 


I walk the courtyard twice. It is 
definite; I’ve missed the big party 
again. Small groups of drinkers 
stand around, talking softly in the 
dusk. I remember childhood atten- 
dance at family reunions, that 
strange loneliness. 

Vodka, tonic, and a plastic 
squeegy lime. Instant party and/or 
provisions for killing time. Burt 
Reynolds, on the tube, is a good- 
hearted moonshiner. Nothing he 
says will fit into this story. Kerley 
and I argue over the cast of a 
rumored movie version of Dylan’s 
“Jack of Hearts.” Robert Mitchum, 
we decide, must be the hanging 
judge. I opt for Cloris Leachman as 
Rosemary. Mike holds out for Sarah 
Miles. A difference in philosophies. 
The bottle reaches that final half- 
inch that no sane man drinks. Sleep. 


III 
“Гре never ridden on a motorcycle 
before. It’s fast, it scared me, but it 
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Terry Poovey looks first right, then left, 
before starting his time trials. 


A thing of beauty is a constant јоу... 


AT коен. ч. 


made me forget everything. Is that 


what you do?” 
Kathy, Wild One. 


What I do is back hurriedly: out of 
the parking lot, putting the Sow in 
intimate contact with a T-Bird. 
Leaving a note on the windshield, I 
remember the old story — “If you 
think I'm going to leave my name in 
this note, you're crazy!" I write out 
all the information necessary. Social 
conscience and cowardice, I guess. 

At the track early, we head for the 
pits. New Goodyear flattrack tires 
draw much speculation. They 
appear to be based upon the road 
race skins, though they are more 
deeply grooved. Can it be that tire 
technology is finally beginning to 
catch up with engine/suspension/ 
etc.? The race will tell. The bikes 
make me cautiously covetous. When 
seeing the trick factory machines at 
other events I have felt that I could 
improve my own performances by 
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riding such equipment. These 
motorcycles I desire, but know that 
my owning one would be a sadden- 
ing and hollow possession. Like a 
date with a spectacular woman, one 
whom I would certainly be unable 
to talk to. 

Time trials begin. The new Good- 
years draw raves from many of the 
riders; provide, they say, more 
traction than anything used pre- 
viously. As usual, I ignore specific 
lap times, concentrate upon the 
bikes that I like. Sonny Jorgenson's 
Norton revives my waning anglo- 
philia. Seems fast, too. As if any- 
thing here seems slow to the 
unpracticed eye. 

My private hopes for the race 
center upon Diane Cox making the 
final. Her times are good, middle of 
the pack. I speak to her briefly, 
unable to say much more than, “Go 
for it, Lady." When her heat begins 
I watch enthralled. The hair 
whipping, the small body in a 


delicate ballet atop her Triumph. 
Halfway through the bike breaks. 
Diane rolls by, tucked in to maintain 
momentum enough to reach the pits. 
Without a bike, she runs out still 
suited up, to watch the rest of the 
heats. A fan as well as a rider, she is 
a more enthusiastic and knowledge- 
able watcher than I. I admire her. 
But then, I admire so тапу... 


IV 
“I’m singing tonight Johnny, I’m 
really singing. I’m on the Christmas 


tree.” 
Girl in the gang, Wild One. 


Harley-Davidson. A bicentennial 
Mile to be sure. That’s how it seems 
to be shaping up. Sassaman set fast 
time in qualifying, Beauchamp won 
the fastest heat followed by Spring- 
steen and Keener. 

Roberts couldn’t make the top ten 
in time trials, but finished fourth in 
his heat, working the Yamaha hard 
to do that well. Never guessed I'd be 
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“i'd walk a mile for a Camel... 


Pr aep‏ ات 


Just a heartbeat before all hell breaks loose... 


Chuck Palmgren (38), tightening Kenny's gas cap? 


THE CLAIMING CONTROVERSY 


Gary Scott's invocation of the 
claiming rule in regard to Beau- 
champ's bike provided a controver- 
sial climax to the San Jose Mile. For 
our readers who are unaware of or 
do not fully understand this rule, 
we provide this explanation, as 
paraphrased from the 1976 AMA 
Dirt Track Competition Rule 
Book: 


CLAIMING RULE 

l. All sanctioned meets shall be 
considered claiming meets, and the 

claiming price shall be as follows: 
Lightweight Dirt Track Machines 
$2,500 
750cc Dirt Track Class $3,500 
2. Any rider (claimant) can enter a 
claim for a motorcycle ridden in 
the same event and class in which 
he the claimant has competed (the 
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claim applies only to the engine 
and transmission plus ignition 
system and complete carburetion). 
А claim must be entered with the 
Referee after completion of the 
meet, but no later than thirty 
minutes thereafter. Referee will 
then notify the owner of the 
claimed bike engine and take 
physical possession of same. A rider 


may submit only one claim per 
event. Only the first three finishing 
motorcycles in an event may be 
claimed. 

3. A claim must be accompanied 
by cash, certified check, cashier's 


check, or bank draft, and the 
owner or rider or mechanic must 
remove the engine from the motor- 
cycle and present it to the Referee 
or claimant, together with clear 
bill of sale or title for same. 


4. In the event of more than one 
claim with respect to a given 
motorcycle, the successful claimant 
shall be determined by a drawing. 
5. If a rider whose motorcycle has 
been claimed fails to comply with 
these rules, he shall forfeit his prize 
money and his competition license 
will be automatically suspended. 

There it is, clear and concise. 
There is a remarkably similar 
claiming rule applicable in AMA 
motocross, also, which may get 
more use now that the practice has 
gotten publicity. The purpose of 
the rule, of course, is to prevent the 
manufacturers from running 
super-expensive one-offs, putting 
the races beyond the reach of 
privateers on production machine- 
ry. In as far as it accomplishes this, 
the claiming rule is fine with us. 


Any arguments? 


Мы 


Muffler technology, апа new 
standards, are among the problems 
plagueing privateers. 


+ 


The heats produced some fine, close, racing. 


Top secret Harley bar straightening tool 
revealed! 


one day thinking of Kenny as an 
underdog. 

Jorgenson, of the much-admired 
Norton, finished second in his heat, 
dicing with eventual heat winner 
Aldana for a time. The twilight of 
the British Empire, maybe, but 
those machines can still run with the 
best. 

They line up for the Final. 
Seventeen Harleys among the 20 
starters. Little hope for an upset 
bike. Less, as Kenny’s Yamaha 
breaks a coil wire, is unable to start. 

The old man in bib overalls and 
railroad cap next to me murmurs, 
"Ain't nothing like a Mile..." Can't 
argue with him. 

Out of a jumbled, bellowing, start 
bulls Mike Kidd, takes the lead for 
the first lap. One lap later it is 
Springsteen. Another, and Kidd is 
limping in, his bike smoking. Rex 
Beauchamp looks for rhythm, finds 
it, and he and Springsteen play 
hog-tag loop after loop, changing 
the lead. 

Back a bit, fighting for third, are 
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Keener, Gary Scott, and, Oh-my- 
bloody-God, Jorgenson! It is a 
wonderful race, a confuser of the 
senses, an ear-scrambling eye- 
dazzler. Sometimes side by side, 
reaching for speed beyond the 
capability of machine, the riders 
blow past. At the end of the front 
straight tear-offs shimmer like street- 
light snowfall in the sparse dust. 

Something in the sound, in the 
hammering four-stroke concussion, 
works on the heart, increases its pace 
not by mind-trigger but by actual 
physical manipulation. I forget to 
keep track of the lead, of the laps, 
forget to take pictures. At the finish I 
find myself standing at the side of 
the track, throat sore from yelling 
into all that sound, feeling like 
someone still singing after the music 
stops. 

Beauchamp took it. Tired, grate- 
ful to have the win after losing time 
by taking a turn too wide in the 
closing laps. Lynn, the Camel girl, 
lays one on him. Shutters click like a 
cricket orgy. Suddenly it's over. 


"Johnny, I love ya. Let's go have a 
beer and I'll beat the livin’ Christ- 
mas out of ya." 

Chico, Wild One. 


Not quite over. The news dominos 
through the crowd that Gary Scott 
has put a claim on the winning bike. 
Dick O'Brien, Harley honcho, puts 
down two counter claims. Scott 
wins the draw and thus Beau- 
champ's engine. Perfectly legal, all 
in the rules. Some hard words are 
said, though, words that everyone 
involved will likely regret later. 
There is tension on the track as Mike 
and I leave, a nervous, sweating 
tension, sad after the race's clean 
excitement. 

Home again, home again. The 
sow shudders into gear, wheezes her 
way up to speed. One hell of a race, 
we decide. Bad country music 
scratches its way out of the van's 
radio. The dark road screens images 
for us all the way back. o 
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“FADED LOVE” AND FUNKY FULL-BORES 


 WHITNEY'S 


COUNTRY 


. MUSIC 


MOTOCROSS 


The cows didn't sleep 
a wink all night 


by Pete Szilagyi 


Harvey Evans wins a few and 
loses a few. He knows the rules by 
which race promoters live, and to 
them he adds a Harvey Evans rule: 
you'll never know if something will 
work unless you try it. Often he can 
be found at the end of a shaky limb, 
pursuing a new idea. 

Harvey runs Lake Whitney Cycle 
Ranch, several hundred rolling acres 
of rocks, cactus, mesquite and 
picture-perfect pecan and live oak 
trees on the banks of the Brazos 
River in north central Texas. In 
many respects his track is second to 
none, anywhere — it winds up and 
down through the Brazos bottom- 
land following a path cut through 
the native red sand by years of 
almost weekly races. 

Lake Whitney, under Evans' 
progressive promotership, has seen 
everything dirt riding has to offer — 
hillclimbs, hare scrambles, trials, 
Texas Championship motocross, 
National motocross and the Trans- 
AMA. Harvey even bet on the 
European-American challenge cup 
sidecar motocross a couple of years 
ago just to try something new. He 
and the series, and probably the 
future of sidecar MX in this country, 
all lost. 

As a National and Trans-AMA 
track, Lake Whitney is semi-retired. 
The hassles began to outweigh the 
money-making potential, says 
Harvey. Besides, since the track was 
so heavily involved in the AMA 
professional MX program, the AMA 


amateur organizers figured they тһе 250 Expert class looked like a Kent Howerton walkaway, but Gary Jones on his 
ought to have а part of Lake Amex zapped Kenton the final lap. 
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Whitney, too, which Harvey didn’t 
want. 

So now he is concentrating on- his 
local races, making them fun for the 
riders who will never have a 
national number. He even publishes 
a slick-paged monthly magazine just 
for the folks who patronize his track. 

The latest promotion at Lake 
Whitney didn’t involve a new idea, 
just an idea that many promoters 
had attempted unsuccessfully. 
Harvey combined an outdoor music 
festival and a motocross race, 
making the two events mutually 
beneficial, with each drawing 
spectators to the other. And the 
reason he succeeded was because he 
thought big. 

For starters, he offered a $5000 
Expert purse and bought $2000 
worth of trophies for the Amateurs. 
Then, to the winners of each of the 
12 classes he awarded a week-long 
expenses-paid trip to. Las Vegas for 
two. Even the winner of the Junior 
minibike class won a trip to Vegas, 
and he probably didn’t even know 
what a Vegas is. Three hundred and 
seventy-nine riders went for the 
deal. 

Since Harvey’s the kind of man 
who knows the difference between a 
steer and a heifer, and a pullet and a 
hen, the music could be nothing else 
but country. Again, he thought big: 
get Willie Nelson, currently one of 
the hottest country performers 
nationally and in most of Texas more 
popular than old-time religion, the 
oil depletion allowance and the 
Lone Star brewery put together. 

Only trouble was, Harvey was 
thinking too big for Hill County, 
Texas. The folks there will listen to 
Willie Nelson records all day long, 
but they don’t want any part of 
Willie in person. When he appears 
in concert, thousands of people 
automatically show up — which is 
what Harvey wanted, of course — 
but sometimes they get a bit too 
carried away. Girls have been 
known to get naked and try to get 
onstage with Willie and it’s common 
knowledge that occasionally illegal 
substances get rolled into cigarettes 
and smoked at his concerts. When 
Willie Nelson plays, he plays almost 
non-stop, until dawn if necessary, a 
time when decent people have 
already begun the next day. 

Willie’s reputation, blown out of 
proportion in Hill County where it’s 
even illegal to sell beer, nixed his 
appearance at Whitney. 
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Steve Wise ran strong in both the 125 
and 250 Expert classes (onaHonda and 
Suzuki respectively), but seized his Elsie 
and crashed the RM. 


So after several long-distance 
phone calls, Harvey went with three 
second-echelon country acts: 
Wendell Atkins, a Willie Nelson 
headliner (and as it turned out, even 
a worse inspiration for immorality 
than Nelson), Kenny Serrat and Sue 
Richards. 

At concert time, the folks from 
Hill County, members of van clubs 
who were at Whitney for a van-in 
scheduled concurrently with the 
motocross and many hundreds of 
dirt bike riders and their hangers- 
on assembled at the stage at the 
bottom of the hillclimb. They sat on 
ice chests, lawn chairs, toolboxes 
and Suzuki 125s, and sang along 
with “Faded Love” and came 
unglued when Wendell Atkins sang, 
“. . . when Willie ain't in Austin, Bob 
Wills is still the king." And before 
they knew it, the sunrise religious 
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Roadside barbecue stands are part of 
the scenery at Texas races. You could 
have lubricated your chain with this 
guy’s sausage. 


service at the track (Harvey thinks of 
everything) was only a couple of 
hours away. Those who were signed 
up to ride the next day, (er, the same 


day — practice began at 8 a.m.) 
moaned and grabbed for the nearest 
sleeping bag. 


On his way to the sunrise service, 
the Lord had to tiptoe among the 
empty beer cans. He responded by 
creating a giant thunderstorm that 
spread from just south of the track 
all the way down to San Antonio, 
splitting big live oaks with a single 
zap. 

Just as Whitney had missed out on 
Willie but second best did just as 
well, so the races had no DiStefano, 
Stackable, Weinert, etc., but did as 
well anyway. Kent Howerton, 
Stevie Wise, Gary Jones and Ron 
Turner made the trip to Whitney (I 
would hesitate to call any of them 
second echelon riders, however) to 
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partake in the $5000 orgy. 

With 30 to 50 riders per moto, 
which the long, wide Whitney track 
is able to accommodate graciously, 
the action in all classes was superb. 
The Expert class matchups, in 
particular, were interesting because 
they allowed some very good 
non-pro riders to race with the 
professionals without having to go 
through the expense of getting an 
AMA pro license. Have you ever 
heard of Mel Newman of San 
Angelo, Texas, or Roger Brown of 
New Braunfels? Of course not, but 
they gave Honda factory rider Ron 
Turner and Kent Howerton, respec- 
tively, a lot of trouble. 


So it went all afternoon, even 
when the storm edged close and 
muddied the track and laced the 
southern sky with lightning. They 
began to line up for the trophy 
presentation about the time a sleepy- 
eyed Wendell Atkins popped open 
his first Heineken’s of the day over at 
the Redwood Lodge, probably 
vowing never again to mix motor- 
cycles and music, the concoction 
that Harvey Evans perfected. 


RESULTS 

125 EXPERT 

1 Ron Turner (1 1) Hon Santa Ana, CA 
2. Mel Newman (3.2) Suz San Angelo, TX 
3. Ricky Madole (2-5) Hon Shreveport, LA 
4. Dicky Turnbo (4-4) Yam Killeen, TX 
5. Louis Presley (10-3) Suz Benbrook, TX 
250 EXPERT 

1 Gary Jones (2-1) Amex Hacienda Hts., CA 
2. Kent Howerton (1-2) Hus San Antonio, TX 
3. Roger Brown (3-3) CA New Braunfels, TX 
4. Ron Turner (4-5) Suz Santa Ana, CA 
5. Darrell Hollingshead (6-6) Hus Dallas, TX 
OPEN EXPERT 

1 Keith Duffy (1 1) С2 Houston, ТХ 
2 Wyman Priddy (2-4) Bul Ft. Worth, TX 
3. Charles Cooper (5-3) Pen Stillwater, OK 
4. Roger Brown (7 2) Yam New Braunfels, TX 
5. Tim Riddle (4-6) Hus Ft. Worth, TX 
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CHENG SHIN TUBES 


MOTORCYCLE ACCESSORIES 
AT UNBELIEVABLY LOW PRICES! xz 


CALL TOLL FREE 
1-800-541-2677 


ALL ORDERS SHIPPED WITHIN 24 HOURS U.P.S. - C.O.D. 
CALL BETWEEN 8 A. M. & SRM. P.D.T., MON. THRU FRI. 


ALL TIRE AND TUBE PRICES INCLUDE F.E.T. 


* Complete line of Cheng Shin & American-made tires & tubes, all at unbelievably low prices! * 


E 
CHENG SHIN TIRES KONI SHOCKS 
ROAD 


350x18 Univ. . $14.53 48.00 per pair | 


400х18 Univ. . $17.90 WITHOUT SPRINGS 


450x18 Univ. . $21.85 
510x16 Univ. . $23.46 


Н.Н. CYCLE BOOTS 


325x19 Univ. . $12.74 


DIRT 


350/400x18 . $17.23 Rugged all leather uppers 

Six Day with padded front and steel 
400/450x18 . $21.73 toeplate. Black boots with 

Six Day Red, White and Blue vertical 
300x21 MX . $13.91 stripes. Fully lined with genu- 
ine leather. Durable sole is 
both bonded and stitched for 
extra strength, 

Sizes from 7 to 12. 


$49.75 pr 


460x18 MX . $21.73 
300x14 Trials. $ 8.70 


275/300x17 .. $2.19 
325/50 x18 .. $2.43 
350/400x18 .. $2.71 
450x18 $2.80 
325/50x19 ... $2.64 
300x21 

510x16 


NO & NGK PLUGS 


STANDARD -— 65 ea. 
FINE WIRE — $1.50 ea. 
ES 
(GOLD SERIES) 


Open Face Start at 
Full Face Start at 


WINDSOR PLASTIC TANKS 


Due to low prices on these plugs 
we must sell the standard plugs 
in quantity of 10 and the gold 
series in lots of 4. 


COMPLETE LINE 


BIG 4, INC. 


ORDER TOLL FREE: 1-800-541-2677 
CALL AND ASK FOR FREE CATALOG 
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Few дїгї bikes have caught on as 
fast as have the Suzuki RMs. And 
no wonder. A bike that close with 
the factory racers and with an 
almost equivalent success record, is 
just bound to attract buyers from all 
ages and skills. Not only does the RM 
enjoy a very successful basic design, 
but its execution and detailing show 
that the finished product is no fluke, 
but rather the result of thorough 
teamwork between the R&D, test 
riders, and designers. It is now 
almost exactly one year since the 
introduction of the 250 and 370. We 
have been fortunate enough to have 
had in our possession and use one 
each of these bikes since that time. 
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It’s been a great experience, and 


SUZUKIS RMembered 


Suzi О. what's cookin’ with you? 


m 


even if it hasn't been an absolutely 
trouble-free year, we certainly are 
very impressed and have learned a 
lot. It is now time to share these 
experiences with you, so that you 
can benefit from ours and avoid 
some of the mistakes that we have 
made. This information is guar- 
anteed to save you both $$ and time 
as well as maybe a few good finishes. 

If you have decided on a new RM, 
or maybe already have one, you 
know that there are no extra parts 
to buy, nor is there anything to 
modify. They are ready for combat 
the way they come. During break-in 
there are a couple of procedures that 
you should be aware of which are 
important to the trouble-free run- 


ning of the bike in the months and 
years to come. Most of it is already 
mentioned in the owner's manual, 
but we will stress it once again. 

First, the spokes will continue to 
come loose for some time, both front 
and rear. The trick here is to go at 
the spokes at every occasion, even 
after the shortest of rides in the 
beginning. The spokes will eventual- 
ly settle down, but need to be 
tightened down very hard at all 
times to prevent breakage. The rims, 
especially up front, are soft and easy 
to ding. They are not as good as the 
583 D.I.D used on some other 
brands. At the same time, the spoke 
pattern is only a two cross, quite 
unusual. Most bikes have three. (The 
actual number of crosses is sort of a 


measurement of how the wheel is 
laced up and the way the forces аге 
distributed from the rim to the hub.) 
But as far as the rear wheel is 
concerned this duplicates the factory 
bike’s lacing. Same diameter spokes, 
same pattern and the same type of 
rear hub. (There is a magnesium 
hub available as an accessory from 
Suzuki, supposedly identical to the 
works item in all respects. It weighs 
0.56 kg less but is even stronger than 
the stocker.) The only differences 
between Rogers wheels and the 
stock items on our bikes are the rims. 
Roger naturally uses a stronger rim 
than the Tagasako on the stock RMs. 
The theory about the rim is 
supported by the fact that after we 
replaced the front rim on one of our 
bikes the spoke problems have been 
almost nonexistent. 

Whatever the case, keep the 
spokes very tight. Get a good nipple 
wrench and adjust the tension 
equally, by hitting each individual 
spoke with the wrench and listening 
to whether they all have the same 
tone to them. (Very much like 


Some early swingarms can crack at 
the arrow. A gusset as shown 
corrects the situation. Current . 
production models have the stock 
gusset lengthened 50mm. 


tuning a guitar if all the strings were 
the same and were being tuned to 
the same tone.) This is a better 
method than just tightening the 
nipples with the same torque, 
because corrosion will make some 
nipples much harder to turn than 
others, even after a short time. 

A few more notes while we are at 
the wheels. The six bolts for the rear 
sprocket have a tendency to come 
loose in the beginning. Make sure 
that both sprocket, hub and bolt are 
clean and then tighten them. Hard. 
And again hard. The 5mm Allen 


head on the bolt should only be used 
for holding it from turning while the 
tightening is being done from the 
other side. A long 12mm box wrench 
is absolutely necessary for this, and if 
you don’t have one it pays to get one 
specifically for this purpose. If the 
bolts are allowed to work loose and 
the bike is still being ridden, the hub 
will be damaged and the flange for 
the sprocket may even break off. If 
not caught in time, the use of bigger 
diameter bolts is the only way to 
save the hub. 

The chain adjusters are bolted to 
the swingarm with two large nuts. 
The nuts must be loosened every 
time the chain tension is adjusted. 
The problem is that the slots, cut in 
the spacers to keep them from 
turning, also fill the thread up with 
dirt, and the nut will be hard to turn 
and therefore won’t hold the wheel 
as firmly to the swingarm. Make it a 
rule to unscrew the two nuts 
completely every time the wheel is 
off, and clean the threads with a 
wire brush. Reinstall the nut, but 
don’t overtighten it. It is fairly soft 
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and can strip its threads. 

The rear axle can sometimes be 
difficult to remove. It turns out that 
the metal dust cover outside the rear 
brake plate is very soft and jams the 


axle after a while. A round file 
corrects it in a few minutes. 

The next task, after you have 
gotten the wheels taken care of, is to 
sort out the suspension. It comes 
fairly soft, especially up front. The 
problem is that the front spring can 
only be preloaded 10mm ('%-inch) 
before coilbinding and becoming 
“solid.” Don’t ever preload the stock 
front spring more, because should 
coilbinding occur, there might be 
damage done to the dampening rod, 
or you might even bend the front 
axle. The coilbind is what caused the 


recall of many forks during the 
month of May, "76. Too much 
preload on some bikes had damaged 
an aluminum part inside the forks 
and could make them malfunction. 
This part is now made of steel. We 
recommend a stiffer set of fork 
springs, either the stock Suzuki 
accessory springs or similar items 
from Terrycable, Al Baker or the 
Moto X Fox. 

With all the travel the forks have, 
the dampening is pretty heavy, and 
in order to make the forks move 
easily and to absorb on impact, thin 
oil in the forks is called for. We have 
found that the trick to make the 
forks work is five-weight oil, the 
regular volume. As a matter of fact 
the five-weight oil and the stiffer 
springs are the real key to making 
the front end work just super. There 
are some fork kits available for the 
RMs. The people mentioned above 
who sell the springs are also selling 
fork kits. We have tested some but 
not all of them, and recommend that 
you ride the bike with the oil and the 
spring change first — you will not 


Aluminum swingarm looks trick, but 
will not make you go any faster, nor 
could we detect any difference in the 
stability of the bike. 


want anything changed up front. 
There is a set of remote reservoir 
shocks available from the Suzuki 
accessory department. We have 
compared them both on a bike and 
on a shock dyno. First, they have 
exactly the same travel. Secondly, 
the remote version is heavier because 
the floating seal is moved outside the 
main body, and therefore the oil 
volume is increased. There is 40- 
percent more oil in the remote 
unit and it therefore runs cooler. 
Kayaba estimates that the heat 
buildup is 20-percent less. That 
Continued on page 67 
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1SI85 SIERRA 


If your Saturday morning 
get a bike designed to 


NEW SUZUKI ENDUROS: 


19250 SAVAGE 


“New handle bar design- 
73125, .250 400 
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75400 APACHE 


rides turn into all day hikes, 
be more trouble-free. 


THE NEW SUZUKI TRAIL BIKES: Great new styling 
features like enduros. All TCs have dual-range trans- 
missions and new large dia. front forks. TCl25 Nes new 
wide handle bars, rack and pinion clutch release. 4-port 
Scavenging engine, high perf carb. 16185 nas new wiae 
handle bars, electronic starting. | 


2 


| 
x Alum. fins coo! rear | ee E ` 
— f| DUALRANGE TRANSMISSION, Low а 


[ gears for rough terrain and heavy loads. 
PL eR 


Sy) 


Hi-range gears fo and Smooth | 
off-road riding. 


Ó— 


4-PORT SCAVENGING, New 4- port 
scavenging engine and hi-perf 


carb.- better combustion, more 
power, 75125, |B5, 250 A 10125, 


ТСІ00 BLAZER T1CI25 PROSPECTOR 0185 RANGER 一 >、 


FORGET YOUR TROUBLES. GET ON SUZUKI. $. 


Bia HT. 

Early brake pedal can easily be 
caught in a berm. New model tucks 
in very close to the side cover. 


SUZUKI Continued from page 63 

means the dampening remains very 
consistent even after long hard use. 
The rate has therefore been 
decreased some 20 percent. This was 
not very evident on our dyno chart 
at first, but it is clearly indicated 
that the rebound dampening is less 
than on the stockers. The thought 
here is obviously that both of them 
shall perform equally when they 
have reached running temperature, 
since the stock unit fades more. Still, 
the remote version is recommended 
in races longer than 30 to 40 
minutes. Unless you are engaged in 
very long races we see no reason to 
go ahead and get the auxiliary units 
before the stock units are worn out, 
which, according to our experience, 
takes about 50 hours of riding. After 
that it's time to decide whether you 
want to go with the reservoir-type 
Kayabas, another stock pair, or any 
of the other accessory brands 
available. We sure wish we'd had a 
chance to try them all. Those that 
we have tried were no improvement 
over the stockers. If you do choose 
another brand, get something that is 
proven to work on the Suzooks. 

We talked about keeping the 
sprocket bolts tight. The same goes 
for the motor mounts. If they are 
allowed to work loose the holes will 
become oval and be a source of 
future trouble. Later bikes have the 
top rear bolt size increased from 
8mm to 10mm. Still, the trick is to 
keep the bolt very tight. The stock 
bolt is expensive ($8 with nut) and of 
very good quality, so don't be afraid 


66 


E m 
When the cylinder is installed on the 
250 a ruler or any other piece of wood 
is needed to keep the piston rings 
from getting caught in the intake 
port before the cylinder is down all 
the way. 


to "go for it" with the socket. Do not 
substitute with a cheaper bolt. 

The gas tank is held down by two 
rubber straps. Make sure that the 
rubber pads it rests on are properly 
located so that the tank rests on their 
entire surface. Some early gas tanks 
have developed small cracks on top 
in front of the gas cap, a problem 
that has later been corrected, partly 
by moving the gas cap hole to the 
side of the tank. 

When washing the bike at the 
regular car wash don't spray water 
with the high-pressure line into the 
swingarm bearings. Make sure, by 
taking the swingarm off regularly, 
that the needle bearings are full with 
grease. 

А detail on the RMs that requires 
some extra patience to get right 
every time is the air cleaner 
arrangement. This has also been 
modified during the past year, 
making it easier to service. Some 
slots cut in the air box will help you 
to visually check the sealing surface 
between the filter element and the 
air box. Cover the slots with duct 
tape in wet weather. Suzuki realized 
the problems that some riders were 
having and updated all early bikes to 
the later version free of charge. The 
updated kit consisted of both a new 
filter element and a throttle slide, as 
well as a new throttle cable and part 
of the twist grip. Both Phase Two 
and K&N, however, put out 
elements that also work very well. 


Finally, an additional tip. When 
you remove a filter element that is 
very dirty, it's easy to get some of the 
crud trapped on the screen inside the 
air cleaner and its mouth. It cannot 
be removed with a rag or brush, so 
we usually remove the rubber boot 
between the carb and air box and its 
bottom plug, and then pour solvent 
or pre-mix through the top of the air 
box, over the screen and the sealing 
service, to flush it clean. Messy but 
effective. Clean the air boot 
separately and reinstall. 

Our 250 actually had filter sealing 
problems (using the old setup) and 
the engine ate a considerable 
amount of dirt while Gunnar was 
Support Classing it at Livermore. It 
ruined the first oversize bore that 
had just been installed. For a while 
Suzuki did not have a second 
oversize piston, so at the time it was 
a matter of either trying to find 
another larger piston or getting a 
new cylinder. We tried the Wiseco 
EMX piston but had very little luck. 
Despite more clearance than called 
for, proper break-in and rich jetting, 
we had seizure problems even 
during the break-in period. Inspec- 
tion revealed that the “grind” is not 
the correct one, which means that 
the piston simply expands too much 
in some areas. In this case it was on 
the intake side. 

On the 370, however, we have 
another kind of problem. After ten 
hours of running plus 12 races it 
suddenly started to come out of third 
gear. A teardown revealed worn 
engagement dogs. Now the fun 
started. The trans was assembled 
according to the illustration on the 
microfilm card at the closest Suzuki 
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A slot in the air box helps you check 
the seal of the air filter element. 


REMOTE 


The picture of the traces on the 
scope at 1, 2and 3 Hertz shows that 
the stock shocks are very close to 
the remote version. The only visual 
difference is that the remote shows 
slightly less dampening on the return 
stroke at 2 and 3 Hertz (strokes per 
second). The stroke is 40mm. 


dealer, but still it didn't work quite 
right. After the second or third tear- 
down, help was requested from the 
Suzuki Service Department. Turned 
out that the illustration wasn't quite 
correct — a washer was misplaced 
and hence the problems. Again this 
has been corrected by Suzuki, and 
all dealer microfilm cards dated 
June 76 and later show the correct 
location of all the parts. 
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The rear brake cable can be a 
source of trouble if it isn't removed, 
cleaned and lubed at least once a 
month. Suzuki recommends fre- 
quent replacements of this item. 

The front brake cable guide rollers 
wear quite fast. The only remedy 
here is to replace them. Look for a 
permanent solution here from Al 
Baker soon. 

The seat has been changed on the 
newer models. It is now a plastic 
base. The early steel base had two 
problems. It could crack, and the 
plastic trim that runs along the sharp 
bottom edge of the seat base to 
protect the cover from being cut 
tends to work loose and move up 
into the seat. This leaves the cover 
unprotected. The trick here is to 
carefully remove the cover, one 
section at a time, and glue the trim 
back on with a good cement like 3M 
or something equal. Keep an eye at 
the spot-welds at both the front and 
the rear mounting tabs. 

The bolt holding the brake stay to 
the swingarm is a shoulder bolt, 
which means that when it's tight the 
arm is still loose. The bolt itself is 
quite soft, so it wears and can cause 
the rear brake to shatter. It can be 
replaced with a regular bolt and 
locknut that is tightened up solid. 

Finally, if your engine develops a 
rattle at low r's and sounds like it 
would like to fall out of the frame, 
check the nut on the primary drive 
gear under the trans cover. 

Suzuki is constantly updating the 
RMs and there is a whole long list of 
small changes that have already 
taken place but which we have no 
room for here. We have just tried to 
mention the most important ones. @ 


GATHER 
AROUND ALL 
YOU DIRT 
RIDING 
WRENCHES... 


Here is your basic tool kit 
manual. . . keep it in your 
garage, in your enduro case 
or tucked in your belt! 


WRENCH 
MANUAL 


HOP-UPS 1 


POINTS 
| * SWINGARM 


* CLUTCHES 


;* SADDLES 


HOP-UPS 
FIX-ITS 
BASIC INFO ON: 
• PORTS 
* CARBS 


e TOOLS 
e PLUGS 


Get one for yourself and one 
for a friend so he won't 
borrow your copy. 


Only $2.00 


WRENCH MANUAL DES 
P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 


Enclose $2.00 plus $.50 cents postage 
and handling for each copy ordered. 


Name. 

Address. 

City. 

State. Zip. 
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WITH UNDAMPENED ENTHUSIASM... 


A LOOK 
ATA SLICK 


STACK 
OF SHOCKS 


by Gunnar Lindstrom and George Wegner 


Not counting the OEM (original 
equipment manufacture) shock ab- 
sorbers, you can see from this story 
that there are a large number of 
aftermarket shocks available for you 
and me to buy. That is, should we 
decide that the stock units are no 
longer adequate or in shape. 
Suspension is the key to making a 
bike perform and ride comfortably 


Who's Usin’ 
What's What? 


There are about as many brands 
of bikes as there are shocks, and for 
reasons that we have explained 
earlier it is impossible for anyone to 
name a shock absorber as the best 
buy, or as being best overall. 
Therefore, we have observed and 
talked to the various racing teams 
and other hot riders of the major 
brands to get their opinion and to 
check what they are using, in order 
to give you an idea of what’s going 
on. Bear in mind, now, that these 
are all expert riders and they might 
have different needs than the rest 
of us, but it is the only way, in our 
opinion, to get an idea of what's 
hot and what is not. At the same 
time the development is moving 
ahead rapidly, and with magazine 
lead-time being what it is, some- 
thing entirely new might have 
come up between the time we 
write this and the time you read it. 
Keep your eyes open. Here’s the list 
in alphabetical order: 

Bultaco: The рге-'76 models 
have been using both the stock 
| Telescos and Bilsteins. The Telescos 
are not bad units but we have been 
told that the trick is to replace the 
fluid in them, when they are new, 
with Bel Ray LT 100. As for the 


over your chosen terrain. Develop- 
ment in shocks is going on like 
wildfire, and will most certainly 
keep on doing so for some time to 
come. We have done our best to 
collect this material for you and to 
keep it up to date by contacting the 
various distributors or manufac- 
turers to get the most recent 
information. But some brands may 


Bilsteins, they require that both the 
top and bottom frame mounts be 
moved up (quite a project) because 
the actual shock travel is only 3.5 
inches and the wheel ratio has to be 
increased to retain the rear wheel 
travel. The new "76s use a system 
that can be adapted onto the older 
bikes (laydown with longer 
shocks). The only problem (see our 
test of the 370 Pursang, this issue) is 
that we felt that the dampening is 
on the heavy side. As of this writing 
there are a couple of shops in the 
area that work on the internal 
valving of the Betors. We also 
know of customers who have 
ordered either Curnutts or Works 
Performance shocks and lived 
happily ever after. We are sure 
that most Bultaco dealers will have 
a solution by the time you read 
this. 

Can Am still has not made up its 
mind. The laydown setup, used 
by Ellis and crew, should have 
been in production a long time 
ago. A proper laydown job is the 
way to go on stock bikes. As for the 
shocks, we have seen both Girlings, 
S&Ws and Curnutts. Jimmy Ellis 
has been favoring the S&W for a 
long time, but the last time we saw 
him he was testing Curnutts and 
seemed to be very happy with the 
results. 

CZ has been somewhat out of 


even have changed their specs before 
you read this, because things are 
happening so fast. If so, we 
apologize for giving you the wrong 
information. Since we cannot wait 
for everybody to finish development, 
we felt that a line had to be drawn 
somewhere and the facts, as they are 
right now, reported direct to you so 
that you can get an idea of what's 
available. 

With development being this 
rapid it is no wonder that a bike, 
sold only a year ago, already might 
have the need for new suspension 
components. Also, factories have a 
certain budget limiting them when 
designing a new product, and shocks 
are one of the easiest things to cut 
down on. Many seem to think that 
most customers won't know the 
difference anyway. 

This article is not a test. For a 
number of reasons we have realized 
that testing shocks is something that 
is almost impossible to do in a fair 
and square way. The more you 


the picture lately, but there are still 
a lot of bikes running and doing 
very well. CZs are said to be 
indestructible. The rear suspension 
is basically the key to keep the CZs 
competitive. The laydown jobs we 
have seen have been very 
satisfactory performance-wise, and 
there seem to be Girlings on most 
of them, but Fox Shox and S&Ws 
are also successful. The factory 
bikes use a laid-down version of the 
air shocks, where the shock is 
longer than the regular units. A 
laydown using the regular stock air 
shock works quite well, but is kind 
of limited in travel still. 

Honda: There are two ways of 
modifying the rear of the Hondas. 
The first is a laydown job using 
basically Girlings, and the second 
is to install slightly longer S&Ws. 
The first system is the most widely 
used and successful on the early 
CR125s and the latter the most 
used on the CR250. The Honda 
factory team worked very closely 
with the engineers at S&W for a 
long time, and used S&Ws 
basically during all of ’75, but this 
year the team has been using 
Showas from Japan of a very 
special kind. 

Husqvarna is the factory that 
initiated the work on the gas 
Girlings, and they have been very 
successful units. Some of the stock 
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know about it the more you will 
realize how little you know. 
Therefore, there are no winners in 
this article. Just valuable info it you 
want to find a shock for your bike. 

At the same time it would also be 
a waste to put them all on a shock 
dyno. Even if that would show the 
differences between the individual 
shocks we couldn’t proclaim a 
winner because almost no one knows 
what to exactly look for. There are 
also about as many applications as 
there are brands, and as many 
different opinions as there are riders, 
so you will have to understand that 
even if we wanted to, we couldn’t 
really tell you what to buy. That’s 
why we have included the part 
about what the major race teams use 
to aid you in your decision. 

The more laid down or forward 
mounted a shock is, the more travel 
the rear wheel can have while the 
shock still compresses over the same 
distance. The relationship between 
wheel travel and shock travel is often 


shocks had a little more fading 
than desired, so for the middle of 
"76 they have introduced a new 
version which includes a piston 
ring on the piston to keep the 
dampening constant. The works 
riders in the U.S. have used Fox 
Shox for some time, and lately both 
Lackey and Howerton have been 
using the Fox dual chamber air 
shocks with great success. As a 
matter of fact, Brad Lackey has 
done quite a lot of test riding on the 
Fox Shox during the off-season. 

Kawasaki is another factory 
which is using Kayabas on both 
their production bikes and for the 
racing team, although they are at 
this time also working with S&W 
on a different unit than what is for 
sale. 

Maico: The '74 and ’75 models of 
the Maicos, with the moved-up 
shocks, used standard Konis that 
were quite easy to fade out of 
dampening. The GP version of the 
Konis lasted somewhat louger but 
it was not until the introduction of 
the AW replicas that the mighty 
M's got a rear end that worked as 
well as the competition had been 
developing in the meantime. The 
gas Girlings that come stock work 
just fine. The factory riders in 
Europe are using a new gas shock 
from Koni which is not for sale in 
theStates yet, while Gaylon Mosier, 
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called wheel rate. A wheel rate of 
2.0 would thus mean that if the 
wheel moved 2mm, the shock would 
move Imm. The higher the wheel 
rate the more stress put on the shock 
and the harder the dampening and 
the spring need to be. Therefore the 
dampening and the spring have to 
be selected not only for your weight 
and riding style but also for your 
wheel rate. This is the reason why 
we suggest that you stay with a 
proven and tried system, and, if you 
modify an older bike, that you 
modify it so that it uses the same 
angles and travel as a proven bike or 
a modification that has been tried 
for a long time. Don’t try to go off 
and experiment on your own unless 
you really know what you're doing. 
Remember that the extra travel is to 
be had from letting the rear wheel 
travel farther into the frame when it 
compresses. Consequently the rear 
frame section may need to be 
modified also. Just bolting on longer 
shocks would raise the rear end and 


the lone U.S. factory rider, 
preferred S&W the last time we 
saw him on this side of the Rockies. 
We have also talked to quite a few 
riders who were using the Fox dual 
Airshox and who were very 
satisfied. 

Montesa: Of the few new 
Montesas that there are around, 
almost every single one of them 
that we have seen has had different 
shocks on it. The U.S. distributor 
has worked with Boge/Mulholland 
and come up with some units that 
are quite promising, and they are 
going to offer them as an accessory 
item for their bikes. 

Ossa: Our Ossa update story in 
the June issue by Russ Darnell 
listed shocks by Curnutt and The 
Fox as very good substitutes for the 
stockers. Kenny Zahrt, the only 
sponsored rider on a national level, 
was using the “regular” Fox gas 
Shox for the 250 Nationals this 
year. 

Penton-KTM: The new '76s are 
so new that hardly anybody in this 
country has had time to sort them 
out completely. After our test of 
the 125 the conclusion was that the 
Marzocchi shocks were very ade- 
quate. Bikes sold during the second 
half of "76 will have a new and 
improved version of the same shock, 
that features more oil volume and 
bigger diameter shaft. The very 


alter the handling and perhaps make 
the bike difficult to ride. 

Some shocks are rebuildable and 
some are not. À complete rebuild 
should normally be done by an 
experienced person, and sometimes 
the difference between a total 
rebuild and a new pair is not that 
great after all the expenses are 
considered. 


WHAT'S INSIDE 
АП shock absorbers consist basical- 
ly of the same type of parts, seals, 
etc. There are, however, two 
different types. One is twin-tube and 
the other mono-tube. In a twin-tube 
shock absorber the piston runs in a 
cylinder within the cylinder and the 
oil is circulated between the two (see 
illustration), but in the mono-tube 
the piston runs directly inside the 
outer cylinder wall. The mono-tube 
has better heat dissipation, more 
robust valving and simpler construc- 
tion. 
Text continued on page 86 


serious Six Days riders use Konis for 
the simple reason that they can be 
rebuilt by the rider during the 
event, should they fail or be 
damaged in an accident. Willi 
Bauer is currently using new proto- 
type Bilsteins on his works KTM in 
Europe. 

Suzukis have the reputation 
right now for working just super 
out of the crate, but they also sell 
the "reservoir" version of the same 
shock that "lasts longer." (See more 
in the shock absorber story in this 
issue.) There are now shocks from 
the Moto X Fox, Works Perfor- 
mance, Red Wing and S&W 
available, but all the top riders we 
have seen have been happy with 
the stock (reservoir) setup. 

Yamaha is the last bike we 
mention. Not only is Y next to Z, 
but the Yamaha monoshock cannot 
successfully be replaced with any 
other shock as far as we know. 
There are some local shops doing 
mods to the monoshock units, and 
a few of them are very successful. 
They lengthen the stroke and 
personalize the ride for every 
individual. Orange County Cycle 
(near Los Angeles) was one of the 
first in this business and they are 
still going strong, but there are 
many acros the coüntry now 
attempting to do the same thing. 
Contact your dealer for more info. 


Air or gas 
in plastic 
bladder. | 
1 
| 
Twin-tube design Twin-tube but with air-gas bag Mono-tube with 
with air pocket to installed between the two cylinders gas oil mixture 
give room for shaft. to accept the room needed for the (emulsion). 
shaft. 


Floating 
*— _ Seal 
Same as number three, but the air-oil Mono-tube with floating seal separating  Mono.tube with remote reservoir for 
has separated after the shock has the gas and the oil. the floating seal. Note that the shock 
been left unused for some time. (A with the seal inside the main body 
few minutes of riding will mix the air has to be longer to achieve the same 


and oil back again.) travel. 


D i 'Spring Rates Preferred 
Rates Дуайаые Available Mounting 
(Ibs/inches) Position 


ARNACO 


Suzuki RM 
250-370 springs 
or 
accessory 


Changes 
through 
stroke 


Warr. Price Sold Sizes Comments 
a ur pe 


Rebuildable? 
Cost 


E 90-day о 12.0", 12.5" cm 

1 it 13.0", 13.5" 

per pair unconditional AS 14.0" 14.5" N. Hollywood, 
on springs 15.5", 17.0" CA 91605 


Type i Spring Rates Preferred 
Of Shock Travel В corti M Available Mounting 
(Ibs/inch) Position 


One stock, 3 

adjustable 140 straight, 

through oil 97/206, 78/180 
dual springs 


viscosity changes 


Rebuildable? Price Sold Sizes 
Cost Warranty per pair Through Available Comments 
Yes 
$50.00 
per pair None $125.00 Dealer 13.0" 
including inc. only А 
shafts, pistons, springs 
seals, O-rings 
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BILSTEIN 


Ltg. 


CERIANI 


CURNUTT 
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Type 
Of Shock 


Dampening 
Rates Available 


Sold 
‘Through 


2%" - 
3:5; 
depending 
оп length 
of shock 


чо 
per pair 


Lifetime 
guarantee for 
street use 
against defects 
in material and 
workmanship. 


Type 


Both 
dual wall, 
LTG has 
Genetron 
gas 
bladder 


Obvious 
defects 
only. 
Not in 
writing 


Rebuildable? 
Cost 


$88.00 
without 
springs 


Dampening 
Rates Available 


Soft 
Firm 
Hard 


Sold 
Through 


Rebuildable? 
Cost 


Yes 
$10.00 
per pair 


MEXICO 


Dampening 
Rates Available 


Conventional air 
over oil type, 
dual wall 


Not for 
competition 


Type 
Of Shock 


Rebuildable? 
Cost 


Price 
per pair 


Sold 
Through 


$36.50 
without 
springs 


Yes. 
Seals $2.00 


Dampening 
Rates Available 


Gas: 
infinitely 
variable 

throughout 
stroke 

Std. Oil: will 

build to suit 


Rebuildable? 
Cost 


erpai 
per pair 


30-day 
satisfaction 
guarantee, 
6 months 
against 
leakage 


$84.50 
without 
springs 


Spring Rates 
Available 
(Ibs/inch) 


Sizes 
Available 


12.0", 13.0" 
13.5", 14.0" 
14.5", 15.0" 
16.0”, 18.0" 


Spring Rates 
Available 
(Ibs/inch) 


Std. 
50, 60, 78, 90, 100 
110, 120, 135, 150 


78/106, 85/115, 
94/138, 97/154 


Available 


10.75", 11.75" 
12.25", 13.0" 
13.50”, 14.0" 


Spring Rates 
Available 
(Ibs/inches) 


50 through 150 


Sizes 
Available 


11.75", 12.75" 
13.75" 


Spring Rates 
Available 
(Ibs/inch) 


50/70, 60/90 
70/120 


Sizes 
Available 


Gas: 
13-7/8" to 
15-7/8" 


In %” Increments 


Preferred 
Mounting 
Position 


Bilstein comes 
with one ball 
swivel (heim 
joint) at the 

shaft end. 


Preferred 
Mounting 
Position 


Preferred 
Mounting 
Position 


Conventional 


Preferred 
Mounting 
Position 


Gas: 
laydown 
Std. Oil: 

any 


Charles Curnutt 
75992 Baseline 
Twenty Nine 
Palms, CA 92277 


71 


72 


Туре Dampening Spring Rates Preferred 
Of Shock Travel Rates Available Available Mounting 
(Ibs/inch) Position 


Air/oil 
4" Adjustable, 8 jets p rete 135 
for Fox Shox, or Fox Shox. 
Н H LU infinitely adjust- No springs used 
5 able for Airshox on Airshox. 


= 4 
p = 
_ i ; Sold А 
Rebuildable? Price Sizes 
r | Cost Warranty per pair Through Available Comments 


Shox: 127, The Fox single 
| 1218 9i, shock wii be 
Dual Shox: $118.95 13%", 14%", 


the dual chamber 


ы Obvious w/springs Dealer or direct 15%" ктеу 
S Pressure : defects Airshox: $239.50 Airshox: 13”, она eh 
Airshox 13%", 14%", 520 McGlincey 


Lane, Campbell. 
CA 95008 


U.S.A. 15%" 


Type Dampening Spring Rates Preferred 
Of Shock Travel Rates Available Available Mounting 
(Ibs/inches) Position 


GIRLING 7 "1 
Gas, 11.9" В 
single 9" i 75 to 135 Laydown or 


wall 
батаа n (5 Rates) forward mount 


type) 


Rebuildable? Sold Sizes 
Cost per pair Through Available Comments 


Not even the 
distributor has 


$78.75 to $89.80 been able to say 
Obvious depending on Dealer only 11.9", 12.9", whether the 
defects springs 13.5" Husqvarna Girling 
is identical to 
either of these 
ENGLAND Girlings. 


Type Type Dampening Spring Rates Preferred 
f Use f Shock Travel i Available Mounting 


HIIESALU 


Gas, Changes 
All dual through Any 
dirt wall stroke 


Rebuildable? Warranty Price Sold Comments 
Cost per pair Through 


Sizes 
Available 


30-day Dampening 
money-back А Hiiesalu Mfg. Co. 13/0", 13:5", controlled by 
satisfaction $115.00 with 322 N. Lima St. 14.0", 14.5", needle 
guarantee, springs Burbank, Cal. 91505 15.0”, 15.5" 2 pre-tapered and 
6 months on 2 blanks included 
performance with instructions 


Type D enin Spring Rates Preferred 
Of Shock Travel Saree Reval outa Available Mounting 
(Ibs/inch) Position 


i Conventional 
air over j 6 rates, 
oil type, adjustable Conventional 
dual without tools 
Bonneville wall 1 


Rebuildable? Price Sold Sizes 
= tied Through PIS кл, 


Std: 11.97, 
One year GP’s: $126.00 12.5, 12:95 
excluding racing with springs Dealer only 13.4" 
GP's: 12.0”, 
1259" 135" 
HOLLAND 


DIRT BIKE 


Spring Rates Preferred 

Type Dampening i i 
Travel ; Available Mounting 

| MA 
duca om | ле IS is alas ce 


MARZOCCHI 
| 1 4 rates: 75-150 and 
\ N/A F1 (Soft), Е2, ЕЗ, 130-150 (Std.) AN 
F4 


Rebuildable? Price Sold Sizes Comments 
a pee 


Obvious 315mm, 330mm, 
defects 345mm, 360mm 


Type Dampening Spring Rates Preferred 
Travel 5 Available Mounting 

Of Shock vaila nt 
[йы | е | ые (Ibs/inch) Position 


MICKEY THOMPSON 
3.34" 4 rebound 85 now available, 
© \ я ane rates more later pn 


Rebuildable? Price Sold Sizes 
Cost Warranty байра Through Available Comments 


12:07 125%, 
- $108.00 to 13:0 13.5" 
pere $116.00 with Dealer only 14.0", 15.0"; 
springs 15:5/5, 16:05, 

17.25" 


А Spring Rates Preferred 
Type Dampening 
Of Shock Travel Rates Available Available Mounting 
(Ibs/inch) Position 
RED WING 


by Kayaba Gas, single wall T T 
oy y | also: two std. oat iut 70/130, 90/160, Gas shock: any 
dual wall types $ 4 13” f 100/175, 115/210 Others: 
available y conventional 


; ; Sold i 
Rebuildable? Price Sizes 
сон сай e PEN НЫ 


Саз: по 90 days $64.95-89.95 13", 133%” 
Others: yes obvious defects with springs 14% fe 


Type Type Dampening Spring Rates Preferred 
of Use Of Shock Travel Rates Available Available Mounting 
(Ibs/inches) Position 


STABILIZER 


1,2 А Conventional Prec oe kn ae Shaft up. Not 
Dirt, street, etc. air over oil type, 60/90, 90/120 recommended for 


dual wall laydown 


progressive 


= 


Price Sold Sizes 
Warranty per pair Available Comments 


m: Ж 
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Rebuildable? 
Cost 


1: No, 2: Yes 
$18.00 includes 
all moving parts 

& seals 


$64.00 with 
springs 


6-month 
unconditional 


10%" to 13.5" 


Mexico 


74 


i i ferred 

Type Type Dampening Spring Rates Preferr 
of Use Of Shock Travel Available Available Mounting 
EE m (bs/inches] Position 


Gas (Freon cell), 
dual wall 


60, 65, 70, 75, 80, 
90, 100, 110, 120 
All dirt 3.74” to 5.90” dual rate Any 
70/100, 85/115, 
95/125 


Rebuildable? Warranty Price Sold Sizes Comments 
Cost per pair Through Available 


Tu e 


Type Type Dampening Spring Rates Preferred 
Of Use Of Shock Rates Available Available Mounting 
(Ibs/inch) Position 


TELESCO 
| P Conventional air 
All dirt over oil type 3-7/8" to 4-1/8" 1 rate Shaft up 
dual wall 


Rebuildable? Price Sold Sizes 
E: варел Through Available comments 


Yes 11.0", 11.4”, 

$22.00 includes Go cays $44.00 without ا‎ 11:9"; 124"; 

original А e У „ 2 

top nuts, seals, equipment springs 12/97 13.2 а 
O-rings, shafts 13.4 


; Spring Rates Preferred 

Type Type Dampening ч ^ 
of Use Of Shock revel Rates Available Available Mounting 
(Ibs/inch) Position 


ui з 


к ; Sold i 
Idable? Price Sizes 
Rebuda e Warranty Sth Through Available Comments 


12:5", 13.0%, 
1-year $86.00 with 13.5", 14.0", 
unconditional i 14:5,15:07 
FEQ 15.5". 16.0”, 

16.5" 


Shaft up, 
laydown 


Made basically 


Burbank, CA 
91502. 


Yes for Husqvarna, 

2 А but Tracy's сап 

$10.00 seals, : 13.0", 13.5", Spo? different 
O-rings. Obvious defects Direct 14.0", 14.5", xp on GE 
racy's, 515 S. 

ede gk others on request Vein Bids 


Spring Rates Preferred 
Available Mounting 


ТҮР Ө Туре Travel 
of Use Of Shock (Ibs/inches) Position 


; Conventional md : 
All dirt air/oil (emulsion) 4.5" to 6.0" Will build to suit 60, 100, 110 Any 
single tube 


Rebuildable? Price Sold 


Dampening 
Rates Available 


WORKS 
PERFORMANCE 


Sizes 
Available 


W.P. will adjust 
the shocks to suit 
your needs with 


3-month $114.50 with Direct or 12.75", 13.75", out adómonat 
unconditional springs some dealers 14.25”, 14.75", Works Perfor 
15.25”, 15.75 agence Prod ， 
Chatsworth, СА 


91311 
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PRODUCT EVALUATION 


BASIC CHEMICALS 


by George Wegner 
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Things that go pssssst in the night 一 or anytime 


Close to half of the things that you 
own are machines, varying from the 
simplicity of a screwdriver to the 
complexity of a modern motocrosser. 
In the case of the latter, especially, 
longer machine life can be obtained 
by keeping the whizzers clean and 
well lubricated. 

That’s where chemicals come in. 
There are an incredible number of 
products available that do what they 
were designed to do very well: That 
is, prevent moisture from rusting, 
smog from rotting, mechanisms 
from sticking, moving parts from 
wearing due to friction, and noise 
from killing. A healthy and well 
lubricated machine can help you 
win. Inside your engine you use oils, 
with a variety of good products to 
choose from, such as Klotz, Molly 
Blue and Hi-Point. But what about 
the rest of the bike? There are some 
top products for the other problem 
areas, too. 

Whatever these items cost, it’s a 
small price to pay so that you can 
merely, psssst, push a button, and 
have a fine lubricant rushing, 
penetrating to the very points of 
wear, or cutting through oil and 
grime to lift them from the very 
metallic surfaces which they cling 
to. Amazing, and just for pennies! 

We had better start with washing. 
First of all, don’t do it unless you 
have to. If you’ve been to a primo 
course and only have a bit of the 
good stuff clinging to your tires, 
don’t hose it. Why subject the bike to 
unnecessary moisture? If you’re 
going to work on the machine, 
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however, that’s another story. 

If your scoot is a filthy, oil-soaked 
disgrace, try Lakewood — or 
whoever’s — degreaser, mud release 
or you-name-it on your bike before 
you wash it. Some guys even use 
(Arggh!) oven cleaner. That’s a 
no-no. 

For cables there’s nothing like 
Dri-Slide. Drop some on the end of 
your cable wire, and it'll quickly run 
down around the strands all the way 
to the other end. Then, you’ve got 
molybdenum disulfide covering 
everything and the carrier evapo- 
rates. Dynamite! Molybdenum 
disulfide is good stuff. 

Then there’s ol’ plug and contact 
cleaner. It’s always good for 
removing water, oil and grunge 
from your electrics. It will even, 
sometimes, coax an oil-fouled sparky 
back into service. 

How many of you have ever used 
Screw-Off? Just the thing for pulling 
grimy nuts and bolts apart. Makes 
the nuts slide off almost by them- 
selves. Well, almost. It’s from 
Lakewood. 

That’s most of them. Sure, there 
are lots more. There’s a Teflon 
spray, pure moly, plastic coatings 
for electricals, but we’ve just named 
the ones we use. Not to say that 
others aren’t as good, only that 
these were around and we know that 
they work well. 

Strange fact but true. Many 
manufacturers sell many different 
products, labeled for different uses, 
that are actually all the same juice. 
Use what you trust, or what works 


for you. It’s a lot like religion. 

Don’t forget that these same 
chemicals can be used on all of your 
machines. Well, almost all. Chet 
melted the plastic on his turntable 
and tape deck with the wrong stuff, 
so read the directions. 

Buy ‘ет, use ет. Pssssssst. 


1 Target Products 
2724 West Main St. 
Alhambra, California 91801 


2 Bel-Ray Co., Inc. 
Termalene Division 
P.O. Box 526 
Farmingdale, New Jersey 07727 
(201) 938-2421 


3 САС Chemicals 
2724 Lenhart Rd. 
Colman, Pennsylvania 18915 
(215) 646-3800 


4 Dri-Slide, Inc. 
Industrial Park, 
Fremont, Michigan 49412 


5 Lakewood Industries 
4800 Briar Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 44135 
(216) 267-5151 


6 WD-40 Company 
5390 Napa St. 
San Diego, California 92138 
(714) 297-4938 


7 Klotz Special Formula Racing Products 
P.O. Box 1343 
Ft. Wayne, Indiana 46801 


8 Hi-Point Oils and Lubes 
P.O. Box 26182 
Sacramento, California 95827 


10 Molly Blue 
HRL Inc. 
2600 E. Nutwood 
Fullerton, California 92631 © 
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MALCOLM RATHMELL REPLICA 


Ly, 


MONTESA 348 COTA 


The place: Barcelona. The year: 
1973. "Its time to start thinking 
about building a big bike, let’s shoot 
for a 348. Jose, would you take the 
front wheel off that 247 over there. 
OK. Throw away the rest of the 247 
and build a new bike around the 
front wheel. And about a year or so 
from now we'll hire whoever's the 
world trials champion and let him 
ride it in the championship series to 
get it really sorted out for 
production. If this all works out 
right we should have the bike ready 
for the American Bicentennial year. 
Maybe we should put some stars and 
stripes on the gas tank." 


BUT WHAT HAPPENED TO THE 
STARS AND STRIPES? 

And it came to pass that three 
years passed and the project bore 
fruit. Behold the 348 Malcolm Rath- 
mell Replica. Only it's red. Perhaps 
we should pause and give thanks to 
Montesa for sparing us yet another 
star spangled revenue collector's 
item. Let's take a look at what this 


Opposite: British champion Malcolm 
Rathmell. 
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Bul fighter. 


all means. Why not start off with 
some of the finest riders in the 
nation? 


NATIONAL OBSERVATIONS 

Marland Whaley and Mark Eggar 
used to ride for Montesa, Martin 
Belair and Mike Griffitts did last 
year, and Bernie Schreiber never 
has. Here are some of their 
comments about the 348. 


"The styling is far superior to 
anything else on the market. The 
high pegs are good once vou get used 
to them. On a scale of one to ten I'd 
rate the suspension about seven. I 
didn't care for the forks, they were a 
little too soft. I like that little rear 
sprocket. The front end is much 
easier to control than on the old 247, 
for turning or just lifting it. The 
engine's a lot quicker than the 247, 
and very smooth. I liked the bottom 
end. There's not as much power 
there as on the Bul. The Cota loses it 
a little sooner while the Bul revs a 


little faster and a little longer. The 
348 is very easy to ride after 
adjusting to it. I felt good vibrations 
the first time I got on it. For a first 
effort at a big-bore bike they did a 
super job. If I had to decide between 
the Cota and the Sherpa I might 
pick the 348. Montesa was about 
two years behind and now it seems 
they put Bultaco back a year." 


“It handles, for once. The steering is 
a lot quicker and lighter. The 
motor's a lot quicker. It doesn't die 
as easily. The new forks are a lot 
smoother. Those on the 247 seemed 
to work in stages. The shocks are a 
lot smoother too. Comparing it to 
the Sherpa: it steers lighter, handles 
a little quicker maybe, it feels a little 
lighter. Suspension is about equal. 
The Cota motor isn't quite as good as 
a Bul’s, it doesn't plonk down on the 
bottom as well. The Cota feels 
torquier, winds out quicker but then 
vibrates. The Bul keeps revving out a 
little farther. I could pull out of 
trouble easier on the Cota because 
it's a little bit torquier. I think you 
can use third gear more." 


TH 


The air box is fiberglass. It’s necessary 
to lift the tank/seat combination to 
service it. One wing nut and the side 
cover pops off revealing a healthy-sized 
Twin Air filter between two metal 
screens. Rubber around outside of box 
makes for a snug seal, but needs to be 
glued on to prevent it slipping off. The 
box breathes through holes in the top of 
the two tubes. It’s a very well thought 
out air system. 


"Its just outa-sight. The only 
change to make is stiffer springs on 
the shocks and heavier oil for the 
forks. The 247 is a good bike, but 
there’s just no comparison, the 348 is 
so much better. It turns very short 
and the front end really sticks. The 
Sherpa will plonk just a little better, 
but the Cota revs faster until it 
flattens out. The Sherpa is a very 
good bike, but the 348 is just as 
good. It’s really going to be a 
personal preference decision now, 
they’re so close..I like the Cota 
better. It’s just so bitchen.” 


“It’s a pretty good bike. It felt 
strange at first, but the more I rode 
it the more I liked it. It doesn’t have 
the Bul’s flywheel. It seems like it 
starts to rev out quicker but then it 
hits a flat spot. I think the Bul will 
rev out farther. The suspension was 
too soft. It turns very well and 
doesn’t seem to want to wash out. 
Something’s wrong with the ground 
clearance, it scraped on rocks the 
Bul will clear. They’ve really done a 
pretty good job with it.” 

“The 348 is better than the 
$18,000 Hondas. The steering is very 


Opposite: American Martin Belair at 
Altnafeadh. 
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Griffitts performs another "'Paint-dryer."' 


good, it’s not twitchy like the Bul. 
It’s more sensitive than the 247’s, but 
less than the Sherpa’s. It doesn’t 
require gymnastics to turn it. It 
doesn’t rev quite as quick as the 247. 
It’s faster than a Bul. It’s an all-new 
bike except for the front wheel. The 
detailing is excellent. It’s just the 
greatest.” 


AN ASSORTMENT OF SO CAL 
RIDER REACTIONS 

“If you take the time to get used to 
is, and forget about it feeling 
different than the T, you realize that 
you're doing just about everything 
on it that you can do on your T. It 
doesn't have the bottom end 
flywheel of the T, and the ground 
clearance under the engine isn't as 
much as on the Sherpa. The Sherpa 
clearance increases as the engine 
moves over something, the Cota 
clearance decreases. It really re- 
sponds to body English. The Cota 
feels faster on the loop than a 
Sherpa. I still prefer my T, but 
they're close." 

“The only thing I've ever ridden 
‘was a Sherpa. I just like the way 
they do it." 

"Hey, this is really a super bike. 
Would I trade my '74 Bul for this 
Cota? You bet. Where? When?" 


"They've really detailed the thing. 
It's got to be the best looking bike on 
the market." 

"Here, give me my bike back. I 
can't get used to this . . . Hey, I 
changed my opinion. I just cleaned 
that rock section I couldn't clean on 
my Bul. It really rolled on above 
plonking speed." 

"The suspension was too soft for 
me. Can't figure out why, I only 
weigh 240. It has a good engine." 

"I liked the Cota better than 
Tom's 76 Т. If I bought one I'd have 
to take the thumb off the back panel 
on my truck. I probably shouldn't 
have ridden either of them. Now I 
have to go ride my 74.” 

“Гуе been thinking about buying 
a 348. I just can't get into a Bul. The 
front end is harder to get up, The 
Cota front end comes up better in 
the rocks. It steers pretty quick. You 
need that in the Expert class. Your 
test bike doesn't plonk as good as the 
Bul, but I think that some messing 
around with the timing would fix it. 
I think I'm going to get the 348 as 
soon as I can get the money 
together." 


GUESS WHAT THESE 
GUYS RIDE 
"Hey, man, you're gonna win 
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Fork crown has beefier bolts than 247. 
Bars on the 247 are mounted farther 
forward, ahead of the steering stem. 
Bars on the 348 are mounted over the 
stem and aboutan inch behind the 
imaginary line running up through the 
fork legs. This not only permits 
changing the fork oil without removing 
the bars, but also changes handlebar 
leverage so that steering requires less 
physical effort. Rathmell uses an 
extender that moves the bars back 
farther. Nylon-lined cables have 
easy-to-service lubrication points. Just 
twist and squirt. 

Aluminum levers. Bars are Super 
Akront aluminum. They have a wider 
diameter and thicker tubing than 
Renthals. Other aluminum on the bike 
includes foot pedals, brake stays, snail 
cam chain adjusters, triple clamps, fork 
legs, top motor mount, hubs, cases and 
rear sprocket. The brake stays and 
handlebars are gold anodized. 
Handgrips are surgical rubber, very soft 
for bare-hand riding. Gas cap is the 
push-in, pull-out type. There’s a 
separate gas vent beside the cap. 


your class riding that 348.” 

“What do you think? Isn’t it 
fantastic?” 

“It’s so good I can’t believe it.” 

"Im going to get one just as soon 
as I get the money." 


BITS & PIECES 
The original big-bore Cota proto- 
type started life as a 348 and worked 
its way down to its 306cc production 
displacement. The 348 fits right in 
with Montesa's distinctive designa- 
tions for theother Cota models — the 
193, 172 and 247. An updated 247 

remains in the model line. 
An aluminum skid plate for the 
348 is available from Vic's Montesa, 
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The tank/seat combination is easily 
raised by releasing the two rubber 
bands and unfastening the gas line from 
the petcock. It is necessary to raise the 
tank to change the spark plug with a 
standard plug wrench. 


6236 Mission Gorge Road, San 
Diego, California 92120; (714) 
284-7095. They're showing up іп 
local competition and they look 
good, providing ample case protec- 
tion. And B & B Specialties has a 
plastic plate in the works. P.O. Box 
9364, Marina Del Rey, California 
90291; (213) 677-2300. 

Montesa Motors, the U.S. distrib- 
utor, reports that they’re up to their 
elbows in parts for the new Cota. 

Those who like to ride on the balls 
of their feet will probably find that 
they can’t reach the brake pedal. 
One local Expert remedied that by 
removing the fold-back pedal, 
cutting off some of the pedal shaft 
and then filing it down to accept the 
fold-back pedal. Don’t chop off too 
much the first time around. Work 
down to the “right” length. 

Knocking 15 teeth off the rear 
sprocket increased drive gearing 
from 4.80 to 3.30. Montesa offset the 
taller drive gearing by lowering 
primary drive from 2.65 to 3.20 and 
first gear from 2.60 to 3.51. 

There are no turn stops on the 
frame. The lower triple clamps on 
our test unit were wearing a groove 
in both sides of the frame, including 
the clutch cable, which can be 
routed to avoid contact. 

The bike requires a very 
deliberate shift on the loop, much 
more so than a Bul. It would some- 


Carburetion is a 27mm square Amal 
with flip choke lever. The 348 started 
consistently on the first kick cold until 
its timing slipped. A new plug got it 
running for a full day of riding, then it 
quit again. A quick tuneup and it started 
plonking a lot better and resumed firing 
first-kick cold. Footpegs are folding, 
spring loaded, serrated loops. Some felt 
they didn't grab as well as they should, 
needed some filing. Both shift and 
brake pedals have folding ends (not 
spring loaded) to help prevent bending 
or breaking in the rocks. They should be 
adjusted snugly, but with enough play 
to give on impact. Shifting was easier 
with the heel. Brake pedal is tucked in 
close. The 348 has double downtube 
frame with the exhaust pipe tucked in 
between the two tubes. The new pipe is 
one-piece. The muffler slips over the 
end and is attached with a new two-bolt 
bracket. It's noisier than a Bul, but still 
noticeably quieter than an Ossa. Note 
engine stays. V-shaped head bracket up 
under tank acts as part of the frame, 
making it possible to save some weight 
while helping to absorb vibration. The 
kickstarter shaft is beefier and usesa 
larger bolt. It isn't necessary to use the 
clutch to position the kickstarter. Once 
used, it stays out of the way. Engine 
cases are die cast aluminum. Note that 
the clutch arm on the new engine is 
above the bottom end rather than under 
itas on the old 247s. Ground clearance 
decreases under the engine. 


times go into a false engagement 
after a sloppy shift and then pop out 
a few seconds later. This occurred 
only during loop riding. The box 
does loosen up some as miles are 
added. 

In a local two-day event, the front 
wheel did not wash out once in 72 
sections, even when the rider got out 
of the groove in sandy soil. 

The brakes have a very good feel. 
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The swingarm is rectangulated for more 
strength. Rear hub is aluminum. Very 
tidy and stylish. Several riders 
mentioned both the appearance and 
functional aspects of the plastic rear 
fender. Telesco shocks, 1234 inches 
long, are laid down. Top shock mount is 
6% inches in front of the bottom 

mount. Easy off rear wheel. Excellent 
Pirelli MT13 tires carry the Malcolm 


Rathmell signature. 

Chain shield is made of special friction- 
resistant plastic internally H-shaped to 
fit around the chain. The chain shield 
eliminates the need for a tensioner. It 
also serves to clear gorp off the chain, 
protect it from possible derailing and 
helps the chain retain its oil longer than 
the standard exposed chains. It's an 
excellent innovation. 


It was easy to use the rear stopper to 
set up a very controllable drift on the 
loop without locking up the rear 
wheel. And the drainage grooves do 
a good job of retarding water fade. 

Many riders commented on how 
the bike really responded to body 
English when they were in trouble 
and fighting to save a dab. 

Most felt that the stock 348 is 
faster than the 350 Bul. The bike can 
evidently handle high-speed cruising 
easier because of the taller top gear. 
Martin Belair told us he ran his 348 
as fast and as long as he wanted 
during the Scottish without worry- 
ing about seizing it. Several riders 
mentioned they preferred the Cota 
for loop riding. 

General consensus: The Cota 
turns just as tight as a Bul. Although 
its fork angle is about a degree less 
steep its wheelbase is a little shorter. 
Because of the less steep fork angle 
the front end doesn't seem quite as 
inclined to tuck under during very 
tight turns. 

General consensus: The Cota does 
not plonk quite as low as the Bul or 
have as much flywheel braking. 
Once above plonking, the 348 revs 
quicker with a bit more torque, but 
does not rev out as far as the Bul. 
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COTA-CLUSION 

The Malcolm Rathmell Replica is 
an excellent motorcycle. It's attrac- 
tive, extensively detailed and it 
performs. It isn't a bumped-up 247, 
but rather a brand-new bike, three 
years in development. It's the 
lightest big-displacement bike on the 
market. 

Few owners of new Bultacos are 
likely to make a switch, but for 
everybody else the 348 offers a 
genuine alternative, or rather, 
head-to-head competition. There are 
some things it does as well or maybe 
better than the top-seller, some 
things it doesn't do quite as well. 

Here's a good place for that old 
standby: it's up to you the buyer. 
Ever hear that one before? Pricing is 
close, with the Buls 100 to 200 
dollars cheaper, so performance is 
the prime decider. Montesa has one- 
upped Bultaco on detailing and 
innovations (like the chain shield, 
small rear sprocket, six speeds). 

Its easy to understand why all 
those 247 owners are so high on the 
new bike. Most mentioned com- 
plaints from riders who would like to 
change it a bit: a little more plonk- 
ing ability, a bit narrower engine, 


Leading axle forks. The aluminum 
tubing is thinner for lightness, but 
rectangulated for more strength. The 
front fender is plastic and the aluminum 
fender brace, nicely designed and 
strong looking, drew several unsolicited 
compliments. Zerk grease fitting 
lubricates the brake cam. There's one 
for the rear brake too. Rubber boots are 
stock. Akront rims are aluminum. The 
speedo is mounted on the rjght fork leg. 
Front wheel removal is simple. Tip. 
Tighten that front axle pinch bolt 
snugly, but not too tight. It was 
possible to break the fork leg by over- 
tightening on the first bikes produced. 
This has already been corrected. Both 
rims have one security bolt. The bike 
comes with a headlight. 


some gearbox attention and a little 
more ground clearance under the 
engine. 

There were a surprising number 
of the just-released bikes at the 
Scottish Six Days, and there 
probably would have been more 
except for a mix-up over the metal 
gas tanks required in Great Britain. 
Montesa was quick to point out the 
higher finishing percentage regis- 
tered by their 348 compared to the 
Bultacos. (Bultaco entries did exceed 
Montesa entries by about 35; 22 
Sherpas [19 350s] retired, just four 
Cotas, only one a 348.) 

Malcolm Rathmell won the British 
championship on the 348 last year, 
just missed the world championship 
after leading the series most of the 
year, and was leading in world 
points at the halfway mark this year. 
And over here newly signed Don 
Sweet, National Number Two, got 
off to a running start in the 
Nationals with a win in Colorado 
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апа thirds in Texas and Missouri to 
take the series lead, 35 to 34, over 
Lane Leavitt. His success should stir 
more rider interest in the Montesa. If 
those riders go Cota, they should be 
pleased. Good job, Jose. Now, about 
that 387... 


OW ENDO 
! POWER for 


EXPANSION 
ym er 125 


MONTESA 348 COTA 


CHAMBERS 


Kawasaki kx 125 


Price (retail, approx.)............ $1597 
Engine Type: Two-stroke, single cylinder 
Displacement 
Bore & Stroke 78mm x 64mm 
Compression Ваїїо................ 9:1 
Carburetion ....27mm Amal (flip choke) 
Standard Jetting: 

145 Main, 20 low speed, 107 sprayer, 

43 needle position 
Spark Plug: 

Champion N12Y or Lodge CLNY 

Multi-plate, wet 

Primary Оне cene ehe RR ET 3.20:1 
Transmission Ratios: 

1) 3.51:1 (37.1 overall) 


LESS 


‘PRICE 


| Order Now! We ship the same day orders are received. Send 
HONDA certified check or money order to avoid delays. | 2) 2.82:1 (29.8) 
125CR $34.950 250CR $43.950 3) 1.91:1 (20.2) 
КАМАЅАКІ Make o — —— Modell ваг 4) 1.31:1 (13.8 
| 125KX $34.950 500H1 $129.95/Set O | - 1.06:1 c а 


750H2 $129.95/Set бате 
SUZUKI 6) 0.71:1 (7.5) 


| em $34.95 O 125RM $34.95 O Кайгак Final Drive: 
ven Saeed 520 chain, 3.30 ratio; 
350RD $79.95/SetO City M see Zip aaas 10-tooth countershaft 


| 33-tooth rear sprocket 
Air Filtration Oiled foam 
| Electrical System: 

Flywheel magneto (Motoplat) points 
Lubrication Pre-mix 25:1 
Recommended Fuel Premium 
Test Oil Full Bore 

5 liters (1.3 gallons) 
Double cradle, mild steel 


Michigan Residents add 4% Sales Tax. Dealer Inquiries invited. 313/852-9310 
Motion Development, Inc. 3345 Auburn Road Auburn Heights, Mi. 48057 


Bu o э ee ee eee ee не 


Clean up your act! 


Suspension: 


15.4cm travel (6 inches), Betor forks 
10.2cm travel, Telesco shocks 
Wheels & Spokes . . Akront shoulderless 
Tires: 
2.75 x 21 Pirelli MT13 trials 
4.00 x 18 Pirelli MT13 trials 
Dimensions: 
Wheelbase 131.1cm (51.6 inches) 
Swingarm length . .40.0cm (15% inches) 
Ground clearance. . . .30.5cm (12 inches) 
(front of engine) 
27.9cm (11 inches) 
(under engine) 
82.6cm (32.5 inches) 
106.7cm (42 inches) 
. .37.8cm (14-7/8 inches) 
45.1cm (1734 inches) 
Seat height 80.0cm (31 % inches) 
Fork angle 28 degrees measured 
Weight: 
89 kg (196 pounds) claimed; 91.6 kg 
(202 pounds) actual with one gallon of 
gas; 44.696 on front wheel, 55.496 on 
rear wheel. 
Brakes: 
Front: Cable-operated 110mm 
Rear: Cable-operated 110mm 
Instruments: 
Speedo/odometer 
Lights 
Silencer 
Spark arrestor 
Primary kick 
Warranty 
Parts prices 
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PACIFICO'S new PAC-TANKS'" have а vent tube that is attached 
directly to the front of the tank in combination with a non-vented cap. 
The completely sealed cap keeps the gas from leaking on your bike and 
your body. The vent tube doesn't get reamed out when you take off 
your cap and is much less liable to get knocked off. /t works. With 
seven sizes available, each in six colors, you have 42 possible ways to 
clean up your act. See your dealer or send 50€ to PACIFICO for catalog, 
patch and decal. 


IB Tw 


PACIFICO Inc.. Dept. D-60, 1625 S.E. Hogan Rd. : 
Gresham. Oregon 97030 
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DAN HANGSLEBEN，formerly the О of DG Performance апа associate 
of T & M Engineering and the builder of Danny Turner’s National #3 
CR 125, has moved to the midwest to bring you the best in high per- 
formance Motocross parts and accessories. Here are just a few. 


SEND $1.00 FOR DAN'S NEW 60 PAGE PARTS AND ACCESSORIES CATALOG. 


engineering 


SWING 
ARMS 


YAMAHA 


HONDA 

4001 CR-125 (74 & 75) 
4002 CR-125 M76 

4003 CR-250M 

4004 CR-250 M1 & M76 
4005 MR-175 


YAMAHA 
4050 YZ-125 & 125 mx 


MAGNESIUM 

4051 YZ-125 Mono 
4052 Ү2-250 Mono 
4053 YZ-400 Mono 
4054 YZ-80 


SUZUKI 

4075 TM-100 
4076 RM-100 
4077 TM-125 
4078 RM-125 
4079 TM-250 
4080 RM-250 
4081 TM-400 
4082 RM-370 


KAWASAKI 

4090 KX-125 

4091 KX-250 (75 & 76) 
4092 КХ-400 


MX FORK BOOTS 


T&M 
Specify Red, Yellow or Black 
XR-75, YZ-80 & Most Mini Bikes 
Most 100 & 125's 
Most Long Travel 250's 


FMF 
Specify Red or Yellow 8.95 


FORK LEG 
PROTECTOR 


Available in Red, Yellow and Black 
$1.95 pair (Includes Tie Raps) 


RADIAL HEADS 


Y Z-80C Radial Head 


HONDA 

3800 CR-100 
3801 CR-125 M76 
3802 CR-125 M76 
4000 CR-250M 
4001 CR-250 M1 
4002 CR-250 M76 
4003 MR-250 


YAMAHA 

3849 YZ-80C 

3850 YZ-100C 

3851 YZ-125 & 125mx 
3852 YZ-125 Monoshock 
4025 YZ-250 Monoshock 
4026 YZ-400 Monoshock 


SUZUKI 

3875 TM-100 
3876 RM-100 
3877 TM-125 
3878 RM-125 
4050 RM-250 
4052 RM-370 


KAWASAKI 
3890 KX-125 
4075 KX-250 (75 & 76) 
4076 KX-400 (75 & 76) 


pdi 


49.95 
49.95 
49.95 
64.95 
64.95 
64.95 
64.95 


49.95 
49.95 
49.95 
49.95 
64.95 
64.95 


49.95 
49.95 
49.95 
49.95 
64.95 
64.95 


49.95 
64.95 
64.95 


T&M PIPES 


Specify Model 


Y Z-80C Highpipe 
Price $42.50 


Price $52.95 
CR-125 Pro Downpipe 


Price $59.95 
YZ-125 Оле 


520 CHAIN & 
SPROCKET KIT 


HONDA 
CR125 
CR125 M2 


YAMAHA 
42.95 YZC 
42.95 


SUZUKI 


RM 125/100 42.95 
Sprockets Only 25.95 Chain Only 


HONDA 
GAS 
TANK 


Honda RC replica PLASTIC gas 
Utilizes stock mounting. 

Price $42.95 
Available in Red, White, Silver & Orange 


tank. 


PERFORMANCE 
DISTRIBUTING, INC. 


[pa ae 
SONG S Cis ACO 


CR-125 M2 
BOLT-ON ENGINE 
KIT 


Kit includes FMF-jetted 34mm Mikuni carb, 
manifold, airboot, carburetor clamps, and 
CR 125 ''Рго'' low pipe exhaust system for 
improved high-RPM power and boosted 
low-end torque. FMF Porcupine head pro- 
vides increased cooling surface to prevent 
engine overheating. Special hi-compression 
combustion chamber improves scavenging of 
exhaust gases. 

Available for 1976 CR 125 M2 only. 


‘76 CR 125 M2 Part No. Price $176.75 
126-120 


Heavy Duty Clutch Springs 


Ү2-80 С 5.95 
YZ-125 5.95 
CR-125 5.95 


CLOTHING FROM 


sr 


Porcupine i, y 
HEADS a, LE. 


HONDA 
CR 100 
CR 125 
CR 125 M2 


Available For: 


SUZUKI 
TM 125 
RM 100 
RM 125 
RM 125A 


YAMAHA 
YZC 100 
YZC 125 
YZ125 


56.95 
58.95 
58.95 
58.95 


59.95 MX 100 
59.95 YZ125 X 
59.95. YZ 80 


56.95 
58.95 


Air-Oil Suspension 
FORK Leaves 


Part No. 
124-501 
129-501 14.95 
125-502 14.95 
129-502 10.95 
135-502 10.95 
135-503 10.95 
134-503 14.95 
139-503 14.95 
135-504 9.95 
119-505 13.95 
126-506 10.95 


HONDA 

"74 CR 125 

XL& SL 100 & 125 
'74-'75 MT 125 
'75 CR 125M 

‘75 MR 175 

‘75 TL 250 

‘73 & '74 CR 250 
'72-75 XL 250 & 350 
"75 CR 250 M1 
72-75 XR 75 
'76 CR 125 M2 


YAMAHA 

'75 YZC 100 & 125 
'68-'76 М/Х & YZ 250 
'68-'76 М/Х & YZ 360 
400 & 500 

'74-75 MIX 100 215-507 
74775 MI X 125 & YZ 125 225-507 
QT T AT 1, DT 126, ST 175; 

DT 175, 175 Trails 299-507 
YZ 80, DT 80, 80 Trails, 
DT 90 Enduro 

YZC 80 

SUZUKI 

RM 125, 250 & 370 

TM 250 & TM 400 

TM 100 & 125, TS 185 

All Betor Forks 

All CZ Forks 


Price 
14.95 


299-505 
239-505 


14.95 
14.95 


249-505 14.95 
14.95 


14.95 
14.95 


219-507 
216-508 


14.95 
14.95 


325-506 14.95 
339-506 15.95 
329-506 15.95 
939-509 15.95 
039-510 15.95 


DEALER INQUIRIES 
TOLL FREE (Outside MN) 800-328-2991 


1059 Cliff Rd. e 


58.95 


Price $89.95 


Available in waist sizes 

30, 32, 34, 36. Pants come in five styles: 
Mikkola—Red, white, blue 

Husquarna— Blue, yellow 
Maico-Bultaco—Red, black, yellow 
Yamaha-Suzuki— Yellow, white, black 


Specify size and color of style when ordering. | 


Hi-Point 
Motocross 
BOOTS 


Price $75.95 


Available in sizes: 
Size 
Size 
Size 
Size 
Size 
Size 


Size 
Size 
Size 
Size 
Size 
Size 


Burnsville, MN 55337 


MX GLOVES 


Specify size 


| Моде! 
| ”Wolsink” 
"Champions'" 


Model 
28.85 “Mikkola” 
28.85 "American" 


28.85 
25.85 


INVITED 


ORDER 
DIRECT 


Minnesota Residents' Phone: 612-890-5541 


° Ё Husqvarna Specialists 
Gui HARD 
“Эф to get 
КЫ PARTS 

for 

Husqvarna 
e @ Hodaka 
ө ® Montesa 

Mail order anywhere in the U.S. 

Send $1.00 for postpaid catalog. 

Mission Hills Motorcycles 

8730 Sepulveda Blvd. 


Sepulveda, California 91343 
(213) 785-4289 


12 week Residence Course is approved for veterans FS 
Home Study Courses are also available 
call TOLL FREE 1-800-874-0645 
Florida residents call 1-904-255-0295 collect v 
AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE INSTITUTE а) 


1445 SKYTROOPER ROAD 5710 W. MANCHESTER BLVD 
DAYTONA BEACH, FLA 32014 | LOS ANGELES, CAL 90045 


PHONE | j VET 


SNAPPY DESIGN Right—the Roger DeCoster visor is special—has 5 
snaps for positive holding power. Add the DeCoster design Baruffaldi 
goggles and the super light Hallman see-thru rock guard and you ve 
the ultimate in head gear. They’re the choice of the super stars. Guard 
mounts with rubber strap—no holes to drill. Other 
goggles, guards and visors including flip-up avail- 
able. 1976 catalog $1.00. Dealers request on letterhead. 


x „ + 


1490 Fayette St., El Cajon, Calif. 92020 (714) 449-6712 0 440 Belden Ave., Addison, Ill. 60101 
(312) 543-5247 09147 Red Branch Rd., Columbia, Md. 21045 (301) 992-9595 


Continued from page 49 

declare this law unconstitutional. 
If this action is successful, much 
private land will undoubtedly open 
to public use. Fortunately for the 
Colorado club, there are lawyers 
who are members of the club and 
donate their advice. 

The Coloradans are also moving 
along another angle. Realizing that 
motorcyclists usually have difficulty 
knowing exactly where they are on a 
long trail ride, the CMTRA is 
working on route sheets. These 
sheets wauld be detailed maps with 
mileage figures on the maps so a 
rider could check his speedometer 
along the trail to tell where he is. 


FACTS AND MORE FACTS 

Most people in the western states 
will want to talk to the Bureau of 
Land Management, Department of 
the Interior, when looking for 
information about federal land. The 
BLM controls 467 million acres in 
the United States. Over half of that 
is in Alaska; 16 million acres is in 
California; 170 million is in the 
remaining 11 combined western 
states. 

If you are thinking of leading a 
fight over some land which you feel 
should be reopened, or prevented 
from being closed, contact the local 
AMA district or look in the local 
weekly motorcycle news magazine 
and find a strong local club. That is 
where the support is, financial, 
moral and physical. 

Then follow the steps which are 
working in California, Colorado and 
elsewhere. Form a small committee 
— these people must be on top of all 
the local happenings and should be 
the ones who contact the land 
governing agency. Have specific 
proposals. 'This is probably the most 
important step. Everyone hears 
people bitching with no positive 
suggestions. Go with a plan and you 
have a 100-percent better chance. 
Through newsletters or club bul- 
letins inform people of how little 
work is required, maybe an 
afternoon for a cleanup project, and 
then make sure you get out people 
for the job. 

Contact the AMA and they will be 
able to offer advice and financial 
support if necessary. Апа again, on 
the subject of the AMA, get your 
club members or whomever you ride 
with to join. In the long run, the 
AMA will help us all. © 
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d of oil he wants. 


When you're the 125cc National Champion racing for the biggest motorcycle 
factory in the world, you can just about call your shots. Marty Smith does. 
Marty wants every advantage possible when he races. He insists on Bel-Ray 
Total Performance Lubricants. Bel-Ray gives Marty full power and fast starts 
with MC-1 Two-stroke Engine Oil . . . transmission protection with Gear Oil... 
consistent start to finish suspension performance with Fork Oil and LT Shock 
Oil... penetrating lubrication and anti-wear protection with Chain Lube. 
Marty Smith could use any oil in his bike, and you can, too. But if you're as 
serious about your riding as Marty is, you'll want Bel-Ray. 


Bel-Ray Company, Inc., Motorcycle and Automotive Lubricants Division 
PO Box 526, Dept. K2 , Farmingdale, NJ 07727 (201) 938-2421 


Western Office: 
14670 Firestone Blvd., Ste. 410, Dept. K2 , La Mirada, CA 90638 (714) 522-0581 (213) 921-1055 


DA 


TOTAL PERFORMANCE 
RACING LUBRICANTS 


SHOCKS Continued from page 74 

In all these shock absorbers oil of 
some kind is the dampening 
medium. The viscosity (thickness) of 
the oil and the size of the individual 
valves decide the dampening effect. 
The energy absorbed by the shock 
when it is in use is turned into heat 
and since heat tends to make the 
oil thinner the dampening effect is 
lessened unless the heat is dissipated 
quickly. 

As the shock absorber compresses 
room must be made inside it for the 
shaft. Since oil is impossible to 
other arrangements are 


compress, 


Use this form to 
notify us at least 
six weeks before 
you move. 


Mail to: 


Name 
Address 
City 


е win 


Please attach, in this space, the label from a 
recent issue to insure proper address corrections. 


DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE 
Subscription Dept. 
P.O. Box 317, Encino, CA 91316 


NEW ADDRESS: 


State нс и жыш ZI p 


А Pennzoil Product 


needed. In older-type shocks there 
was an air pocket that could 


compress. This works fine except 
that when the shock gets a real 
workout the air and oil tend to mix 
and the dampening fades away. If 
the oil is put under pressure the 
bubbles may not disappear, but will 
at least be much smaller and 
therefore less harmful. The most 
common method used on modern 
shocks is the separation of the oil 
from the air, using a floating seal 
(the Dr. DeCarbon patent) with 
pressurized gas behind the seal (see 
illustration). This can be accom- 


Carl Cranke 
didnt get to bea 
ner by hanging - 

around losers. 


We didn't get Carl Cranke to use Gumout 
without making it the best. 


Gumout Carb Cleaner dissolves gum deposits in 
the carburetor while it absorbs moisture in the tank 
from condensation. Carl knows that. _. 


He also knows Gumout’s Chain Lube goes on 

with just the right consistency to protect and 

lubricate the chain. And it stays with the 

chain even at high running speeds. 

You don't have to use Gumout just 

because the pros use it. You’re big 

enough to make up your own 
mind. Like Carl Cranke. 


(СЇТ) THE BEST THERE IS. 


Cleveland, Ohio 44104 


Сагі Cranke, top U.S. 

off-road distance 
rider. five time win- 
ner at the Baja and 
{SDT Gold Medal 


winner. 


© 1976 Pennzoil Co 


plished either inside the shock or via 
a remote reservoir. 

There is a third system, as used by 
Girling in their gas shocks, which 
simply mixes the oil and the gas into 
an emulsion and adjusts the 
dampening valves to suit this 
condition. These shocks usually need 
a few minutes of riding in the 
morning to mix the oil and gas 
before they start working properly, 
but after that they remain constant 
for the rest of the day. These shocks 
are light, simple and inexpensive to 
make. A fourth method is to enclose 
the gas in a strong plastic bag inside 
the shock. This is the system used by 
S&W. Freon gas is enclosed in a 
plastic bag and rolled between the 
two cylinders in the shock. This 
system, pioneered by Delco and 
brought to the motorcycle people’s 
attention by Detroit engineer Peter 
Dill, requires a twin tube shock, but 
has been extremely successful. o 


5 SKINNY 
FAT TANK 
SYSTEMS TO 
FIT MOST DIRT 
BIKES! SEND 506¢ 
OR STICKER AND 
CATALOG OF PLAS- 
TIC TANKS USED BY 
WINNING RIDERS. 
DON VESCO: PRODUCTS; INC. 
7565 NORTH AVENUE 
LEMON GROVE. А. 92045 


DIRT BIKE 


HERE’S A SUPER WAY ТО COVER THE CRACKS, 
FINGERPRINTS AND GRAFFITI ON YOUR WALLS. 


UPER 


TRICK- ACTION 
COLOR POSTERS 


9. GEORGEWEGNER, CAN-AM 175 


УС FOUR NEW 
ALL- ACTION 
COLOR POSTERS 


1. FIRSTISSUE OF DIRT BIKE 2. ACTION AT INTER-AM 11. AL BAKER ON A 250 HONDA 12. GUNNAR LINDSTROM ON A SUZUKI 


Got a 17x22-inch fingerprint on your wall? Cover it up with one of these Super-Trick Action 
Color Posters! They make any room look really neat. Only $2.50 (plus 50 cents postage and 
handling). If your color scheme is Divine Dirt, order any four for $7.50 (plus $1.00 postage 
and handling) and really blow your mind! Postage will be paid on all orders over four. 


Use the 

coupon 

below — M3 

“ 
ORDER * 
NOW! 7. KAWKSAKI CLIMBING 
pie E OPO NT А MU 
peo B 

1 PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. i 
Ё Р.О. Box 14945, Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 Ё 
Е 
g Enclosed is check or money order for $ " 
Е Poster №. 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 10 110 120 ү 
j $2.50 each plus $.50 postage and handling; $7.50 any four plus $1.00 a 
g postage and handling. E 
B Ё 
g Name a 
В Address В 
H City Ё 
B State Zip ü 


В кы пш иш гє шы шы пш TII 


YAMAHA XS650 
YAMAHA MX400 


Yamaha: XS650 


SUZUKI GT750 
SUZUKI RM-125 


Dept. DB-9 


HONDA GL-1000 
HONDA CR-250M 


1000. 


KAWASAKI 7-1 

KAWASAKI KX400 
P.O. Box 25922 
Los Angeles, California 90025 
Enclosed is check or money order for $ 
Kawasaki: Z-1 
Honda: GL- 
$3.00 each + 60€ postage 
$10.00 any 4 + $1.00 postage 
$20.00 all 9 + $1.00 postage 
Cal. residents add 6% sales tax. 
Address 
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SCOTTISH SIX DAYS 

Continued from page 42 

day following the top riders, but 
conflicts with the holiday concept of 
the clubmen competing right along- 
side the top riders. 

Approximate number of entries by 
manufacturer: Bultaco 76, 
Montesa — 45, Ossa — 38, Yamaha 
— 20, Suzuki — 16, Honda 一 10, 
Kawasaki — 6. 

Theres another Lampkin on the 
way, Arthur’s son, John, age 13. 

Neat Scottish names of towns and 
sections. Meall Glas. Inverlochy. 
Allt A Chaoruinn. Muirshearlich. 
Kinlochleven. Garbh Bhein. Crea- 
guineach Lodge. Ghuanach Gorge. 
Lairaig Bothy. Rubharuadh. Cnoc A 


Birkett's factory Suzuki. 325cc, 
five-speed, 163 pounds, air forks, gas 
shocks. The British Suzuki importer 
sells an RL Special. It uses all 
production components except for a 
chromed frame with altered geometry 
made by Whitlock. 


Linnhe. Leiter Bo Fionn. 

Special First Class Awards go to 
the top 20 percent of the starters. 
First Class Awards go to the next 30 
percent, Second Class Awards to the 
next 25 percent and Third Class 
Awards to the remaining finishers. 
In the DIRT BIKE tradition of 
honoring those who also try we 
mention D. Upton, who dropped 
773 out of a possible 825 points, 
tying him with Ernie Page, who 
finished with no rear brake on his 
500 Ariel. 

Scottish cuisine. Hotch Potch 
(mutton broth). Cock-a-Leekie (fowl 
simmered with leeks). Cullen Skink 
(broth). Stoved Howtowdie wi’ 
Drappit Eggs. Rumbledethumps 
(boiled potatoes and cabbages). And 
Haggis (the innards of a sheep 
cooked together, then mixed with 
suet and oatmeal, stuffed into a 
sheep’s paunch, boiled and drenched 
with real Scotch whiskey). 


SPECIAL FOR TRIALS RIDERS 
ONLY SECTION 
Once you've been to Scotland it's 


SEPTEMBER 1976 


easy to understand Lane Leavitt's 
enthusiasm for English trials. The 
terrain is plonker paradise, and 
there isn't a clutter of cards, arrows 
and multi-colored stakes pointing all 
over the place saying: Beginners this 
way, Novice B that way, Experts go 
up here. 


A Petty Product is the choice of champions 


Champions like Carl Cranke 
and Eric Jensen, a pair of 
gold medalists who for the 
first time in the annals of off- 
road racing won their class as 


s; lacers. 


a team in the 1975 Baja Inter- 
nationale, 1975 Mexi- 
can 1000, 1976 Par- 
ker 400, 1976 Mint 
400 and the 1976 
Baja Internationale. 
They have also won & 
gold medals two years in a З 


AT BAJA 
ORTRASK 


row at Trask. And every time 
they won with Preston 
Petty products. 


Whether it's — 20? in the 
snowy forests at Trask or 
a 120° of Baja heat, racers can 
depend on Petty products. 
After all, Petty products 
are designed by and for 


Don't confuse the mark- 
ings. Ask for a Petty 
product. For information, 
write: Preston Petty 
Products, Inc. 4x; 
403 N. Main St. 
Newberg, 
Oregon 97132 


The sections are traditional 
English. Mostly wide multiple line 
selection, continuous upward 
ascent, mud and water and rocky 
creek beds. And nowhere to be seen, 
artificially created full-lock turns. 
The rider has to make quick steering 

Continued on page 91 
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Baja photo by Chet Hyberg 


HOW TO COOL THEIR HEEIS 


Now you can cool their heels 
and stay way out in front by adding 
Remote Reservoirs to your Fox 
Shox. 

Our light weight aluminum Re- 
mote Reservoirs reduce shock 
temperature 30-50°F, reduce fade 
and increase seal life. 

Remote Reservoirs and Dual 
Rate Shox are the IN things on this 
year's GP circuit, so follow the pros 


and equip your Fox Shox with the 
new Fox Shox Remote Reservoirs. 
Available in kit form only, in- 
cluding lines, fittings and complete 
instructions for installation. 
Dealer inquiries invited. 


Fox Remote Reservoirs .. $50.00 
Fox Shox ..........:—.. $99.00 
Dual Rate Fox Springs .. $19.95 


Prices per set (2) 


MOTO-X FOX 


520 McGLINCY LANE CAMPBELL 
CALIFORNIA 95008 (408) 371-1221 
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_LONG- WEARING, COLORFUL 


 Tank-Tee and Sweatshirts 
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY! 


| aa M- M-249 М-251 


| ыл, : Gee 
ФУ à 


Pia 
Дни 
D ДЕ Ы 


"PRODUCTS, 
INC. 


Alshits — “2 ү Сасе | 

. .madeof — VEN : 

100% Premium = | 
Cotton 


| (GET. т ом, 


ДӘШӘ | 


Ф” - 


| PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. 


Tank Shirt Colors: Orange, Yeliow, Blue 

| P.O. Box 14945 Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 T-shirt Colors: white, Red, Yellow 

1101 SIZES: S-M—L—XL Sweatshirt Colors: Red, Yellow, Blue, White 
| T-SHIRTS, $4.45 with emblem on front. $5.45 with emblem on both sides. 

4 SWEATSHIRTS $5.95. TANK SHIRTS $3.95 with emblem on tront. $4.95 with 


1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

П 

П 

| i 
| «У» | emblem on both sides. Nevada residents add sales tax. Add 50 per shirt for I: 

| $* 5. M-108 ! postage and handling. D69 1 
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азы ! NAME ! 

| y M-170 ! ADDRESS ! 
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Ё | GITY ! 

| ата I 
| Huki ! STATE ZIP i 
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SCOTTISH SIX DAYS 
Continued from page 89 
corrections, but only goes full- 
lock when the terrain forces him to. 
Big dropoffs at section entrances were 
also absent. Two, three and some- 
times four continuous sections were 
the norm. Both Novice riders (with 
transfer points toward Amateur) in 
our foursome did not see a section 
they wouldn’t be willing to try. No 
white-knucklers, just terrain and 
continuous ascent to test throttle and 
body control. 

The Scottish sections were marked 


Walter Luft is developing this prototype 
for KTM. Built around a modified 

enduro, it has a different cylinder, alloy 
hubs and different first and sixth gears. 


simply. Square plastic cards with 


section number for the start and 
more cards placed within the section 
where necessary to eliminate side- 
trips out of the natural gullies, creek 
beds and rock piles. No different 
colored stakes or cards for left or 
right. No ribbon, an occasional rope 
where necessary. Line of intent 
between markers did not seem to be 
too important since the terrain more 
or less dictated the line anyway. 

The riders did not carry punch 
score cards. The observer wrote the 
score on his own section sheet. The 
riders did carry route cards to record 
time at checkpoints and delay time. 


RESULTS 
Scottish Six Days Trial 
May 3-8, 1976 


Martin Lampkin (GB) Bul 


1 1 9 
2. Dave Thorpe (GB) Bul 4 4 N19- ©1013. 4 54 
3. Malcolm Rathmell(GB) Mon 3 n 19 9 5:712 59 
4. Alan Lampkin (GB) Bul 5 10 18 21 5 5 64 
5. Thore Evertson(Swe) Oss 2 7 19 20 14 6 68 
6. John Metcalfe (GB) Suz 0 123192 27^*15 4 71 
7.. Mick Andrews (GB) Yam She 1910" 15:18 3 73 
8. Nigel Birkett (GB) Suz 7 6 4 3 14 9 80 
9. Nick Jeffries (GB) Hon 5 г 1-23 Е 10, 86 
10. Во Nilsson (Swe) О55 3 16 17 36 14 9 95 


Daily Low Scorers: Monday — Metcalfe, 0; Tuesday — Coutard, 3; 
Wednesday — M. Lampkin, 8; Thursday — M. Lampkin, 7: 
Friday - M. Lampkin, 4; Saturday — Andrews, 3. 


11. N. Shepard (GB) Bul 96 
12. B. Higgins (GB) Hon 99 
13. M. Wilkinson (GB) Oss 100 
14. B. Sellman (Swe) Mon 101 
15. C. Milner (GB) Bul 104 
16. B. Wilkinson (GB) Oss 106 
17. -R. Edwards (GB) Mon 106 
18. C. Hemingway (GB) Mon 107 
19. C. Smith (GB) Mon 109 
20. J. Wallman (Aus) Bul 126 
21. J. Subira (Spa) Mon 126 
22. R. Smith (GB) Mon 147 
23. J. Reynolds (GB) Oss 150 
24. K. Lister (GB) Oss 152 
25. S. Oughton (GB) Suz 156 

© 


SEPTEMBER 1976 


Up in the sky... 


It's on PLANES ! On the ground it's on cars, vans, bikes. 
In water it’s on boats, ships. In homes it’s on everything! 


. just one of the new 
products by 


gives satin lustre to 
rubber, vinyl, leather, 
and oter porous su faces 


реке Use these Viscon® ‘products tor Байт: metal, other hard surfaces 


HeavyDuty AllPurpose | FinalTouch Blue Paste 
8 oz. 16 oz. 16 oz. 16 oz. 14 oz. 


$3.29 $4.49 $4.99 $5.49 $5.99 
Send SASE for info. For Trial product, add $1 shpg. to above sug. retail prices. 


TARGET «kimera ca. ошо 


PRODUCTS, INC. PH.NO. (213) 284-3238 


DEALERS & DISTRIBUTORS WANTED !!! 


Could ya‘ do it” 
again — no hands. 
this time? ў 


^ Contains the Best fir. 
nerve -: wracking, 
fender = ` smashifig, - 


с O--Box 317 Eneng, Californie 31634 
L - gend “$4.50 prüs "Sé»cents postage ‘and 
~ spine . breáking dirt я ` handling fer éach copy of BR. Eri 


L| 
n os 
R 
L 
L. 


demolition” and: 
. destruction. as 


Publications: | Lu emt grs 


` 


Name. . 
7 Address 
City 
7, State 


' ONLY $1:50, — - 


D 


mmm m 


„аке “hek or^ money’ rode payable. wa Hi Torque É 
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FLYWHEEL PULLERS 
GUARANTEED UNBREAKABLE 


A flywheel puller—guaranteed for 
life — with a heat-treated center bolt. 
Order yours today and never be 
plagued with breakage again. 


$8 55 


LONG-WEARING 
PIGSKIN GLOVES 


Extruded rubber knuckle and 
thumb protection. Seamless 
thumb for comfort. Sandstone 


color. Sizes small, medium, A. 
large and X-large. B. 

Р 56 95 PR 
С. 


HYDRON-COATED GOGGLES 


New coating of Miracle Plastic 
Hydron prevents fogging. Adjust- 
able strap fits everyone. 


No. 70 5695 
No. 90 $995 
(wide angle) 


STICKIES 


Now you can show ‘em 
where the action is! Put your 
Dirt Bike or Motocross Stickie 
on your gas tank, helmet or 
any unusual place that will make you stand out. Both stickies are 
3-5/8x2-7/8". Only a mere 25 cents each, five for a buck, 
1,000 for $250, 10,000 for? 


PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. Р.О. Box 14945 | Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 vs- 


BE SURE TO INCLUDE ALL NECESSARY INFORMATION AND TO ENCLOSE CORRECT AMOUNT OF MONEY. Nevada residents add Sales Tax 


NAME. 
ADDRESS. 
CITY. 
POSTERS 
O $1.50 each plus 50g for postage and handling 
О $5.00 for -4- plus 50g for postage and handling 
BINDERS Û] PIGSKIN GLOVES Г] 
O DIRT BIKE Indicate quantity 
DMOTOCROSS ACTION pair(s) and size(s) 
$6.45 plus $1.00 postage $6.95 plus 509 postage and handling 
for each binder ordered. for each pair ordered. 
GOGGLES [ ] 
470 $6.95 
[ } #90 (wide angle; $9.95 
$1.00 for postaae and handlina 


STATE ZIP. 


STICKIES [ ]25£ each, 5 for a buck. 
D DIRT BIKE 
. DIMOTOCROSS ACTION 


— Bea Winner with 
Outstanding Cycle Accessories 


g ra "ш from PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. 


PERS ONALIZED WATCH 


Your face hand painted 
on the dial. Send black 
and white or color photo. 


WHATA 
SUPER 
GIFT IDEA! 


DIAL SHOWN ACTUAL SIZE 
ALLOW 4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 


Have your caricature with your type of bike on a sturdy watch. Eight 
illustrations to choose from. 


1 yr. service warranty. $19.95 
17 jewel shock and water resistant. Goldtone case $39.95 
with stainless steel back. Two-year service 

warranty. 

17 jewel self-winding, shock and water resistant. $44.95 


Silver tone case with stainless steel back. 
Two-year service warranty. 


get it together binder 


Tough durable binders for those dog-eared, 
priceless old back issues of Dirt Bike and 
Motocross Action Magazines. A rich finish 
with the name of the magazine embossed in 
gold on the front and on the spine. 

at ut ORDER YOURS TODAY ... 
DIRT BIKE and MOTOCROSS 
ACTION MAGAZINE BINDERS, 
) very impressive on your desk or 
in your bookcase. 


ORDER NOW! $645 each 


WATCH [] Include Photo У 
Indicate: Hair Color 
Name on Watch 

О DESERT RACER 


Eye Color 
Complexion 
D CHOPPER 


A. $19.95 Watch (es) 

口 MX DDRAG RACER в. $39.95 Watch (es) 
ENDURO BIKE О STREET BIKE 

B C. $44.95 Watch (es) 


D MINI BIKE D CAFE RACER 
Add $1.00 for postage and handling for each watch ordered. Be sure to 
indicate how many watches and the bike desired on the dial. 


FLYWHEEL PULLER $8.95 plus 50g postage and handling. 


Model Year 
f]Yamaha Ci Hodaka ~l Puch Sachs 
O Suzuki G Ossa 口 DKW Bultaco 
J Husky Tl Penton 


ША LO 


HOWTO GO FAST 
Box 317, Encino, Calif. 91316 


Please send copy(ies) of 
HOW TO GO FAST. Enclosed is 
$1.50 plus 50¢ postage and handling 
for each copy. 


Name. 

Address 

City. 

Stage e ллу 
Dealer inquiries invited. 


A NAME AS SYNONYMOUS 
WITH BIKE RIDERS AS THE 
NAME ON YOUR BIKE 


A Division of Margies Wick, Inc. 


Completely Washable 
MX Enduro Nylon 
Riding and Racing Clothes 


* Jackets 
* Chest Protectors 
* Jerseys 
* Etc. 
Your name free on pants if you 


request our trade name on. side. 


stripes! 
See your local dealer or write for free literature 


210 San Jose Ave. #26 
San Jose, CA 95125 
(408) 293-1831 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
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Continued from page 31 

short time, we discovered that it was 
neither simple, easy or fun to work 
on compared to many of the bikes 
we had been playing with lately. 


WHEN YOU THINK ABOUT IT 

Bultaco's new MK9 Pursang really 
isn't a bad bike. It's not going to win 
any contests as a perfect total 
package, but you can surely win 
some races on it. Its general 
handling has evolved into the kind of 
usable stuff that will appeal to most 
any rider including Bul freaks. In 
other words, it's more versatile. 

The bike can be raced compet- 
itively in "basically" stock form. 
Proof of this was given by Marty 
Tripes bike at the opening Hang- 
town National, which "appeared" to 
be stock except for the bars. He 
literally walked away with his 
qualifying moto till he broke his 
(secondary) chain in the final few 
turns, and was running in the top 
half in the first moto till he endoed 
and hurt his shoulder. 

It’s fairly light at 102.5 kilos and 
feels like it (1.6 kilos lighter than.the 
RM, but not nearly as light as the 
lightest, the Husky, at 97.5 kilos.) It's 
fast enough and you can feel that 


too. With a new set of springs for Ње 


shocks and forks, and some different 
oil and air pressures, the suspension 
can be sorted out within its limits. A 
little brake pedal redesign work is 
actually necessary before you ride 
the bike. 

Bultaco has a rather extraordinary 
warranty that's been in existence for 
quite some time, that few people 
even know about, which even 
outdoes Husky's now famous war- 
ranty. Within a period of 60 days, 
not only the engine and frame, but 
the entire motorcycle is uncondi- 


All models in stock and ready for 
delivery. 


Complete line of MX, Trials, Desert and 
TT equipment. 


Parts and accessories. 

Quick/fast Mail-Order anywhere. 
Complete machine shop service. 
Send $1.00 for catalog and decal. 


STEVE'S 
BULTACO 


7627 Van Nuys Blvd. 
Van Nuys, CA 91405 
(213) 780-6300 (2131994 -7468 


Once again folks 


the editors of DIRT BIKE 


MAGAZINE bring you a 


“GREATEST FEAT YET" 


— the new 


DIRT BIKE 
PHOTO 


Containing the best photos 


of the year in CRASH AND 
BURN, ENDURO, 
MOTOCROSS, 
FLATTRACK and 
SPEEDWAY categories. 
Plus the winners in DB's 
Photo Contest!! 


Order right away 


only $2.00 plus 50c postage 
and handling. 


Make checks payable to HI-TORQUE 
PUBLICATIONS 


DIRT BIKE PHOTO ALBUM 
P.O. Box 317 
Encino, CA 91316 
Name 
Address 
City 
State 
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| THE WINNING 
BIKES: 


“HONDA 
YAMAHA 
e KUSKY 
HARLEY 


ETHE WINNERS: 
‘MITCH MAYES ~ 


A.C. BAKKEN — 
iS PARRY. ROESELER 
7 Ie AL BAKER xis 


DESERT RACING 


NEW 1976 EDITION 


` DESERT 
„ RACING 


P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 


Enclose $1.50 plus $.50 postage and handling for 


each copy ordered. 


Name 
Address. 
City. 
State 


1 [| 
The world's BEST motocross cycle! 


See your local dealer or write for free 
literature including latest road tests. 


MAICO | 


Cooper Motors, 110 E. Santa Anita Ave., Burbank, CA 91502 ¢ 
Maico Motorcycles Inc., 109 Electric Av., ‘Lewistown, PA 17044 | 


SUPER 
COVERAGE 
OF THE 


* WINNING BIKES 
* WINNING RACERS 
e BIG EVENTS 


ому $1.50 


HUSKY * MAICO * KAWASAKI * BMW 
PARTS & ACCESSORIES 


* Shipped Within 24 Hours” 
C.O.D. * MASTER CHARGE * BANKAMERICARD 
A ы iss dE M RAE و‎ == т 


WEST 24364 San Fernando Rd. (805) 
CYCLES Newhall, CA 91321 255-1335 


Always Include Make, Model & Engine No. 


MUT LWW LG 
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IS HERE! 


And all you dirt riders will 
learn much from our 16 
thorough and accurate tests, 
performed by expert riders — 
creating an overview of 
competition, enduro, and trial 
machines for the dirt. 


ITS A DIRT RIDING MUST!!! 
ORDER TODAY 


ONLY $1.50 


D6-9 


plus 50 cents postage and handling for each copy ordered. Make checks 
payable to HI-TORQUE PUBLICATIONS 


DIRT BIKE TESTS 


P.O. Box 317 
Encino, CA 91316 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 
STATE 


tionally guaranteed (except for 
obvious things like tangling with 
trees or running on straight gas). 
The deal also includes two checkups 
that are either free or cost next to 
nothing while you are breaking in 
your machine. Bultaco pays the 
dealer for the service, you don’t. 
Sounds good. 

If Bultaco is ever going to seriously 
compete part for part, feature for. 
feature with the type of equipment 
that the Japanese are able to turn 
out, they’re going to have to get their 
collective cans in gear and put a 


little more thought into what they 


might refer to as “details” (like 
brakes and the necessary hardware 
to operate them, a better sorted rear 
suspension setup, a new and 
smoother shifting arrangement, and 
someday an up-pipe, less fiberglass 
and real paint on the frame). 

Are we too critical? We don't 
think so. With the choice offered 
today, it’s time to be critical. The 
'Sang basically works. It no longer 
has quite the same component 
harmony it used to have, but surely 
it's the best Bul so far. You get an 
updated version of an old engine 
design with plenty of good, usable 
power. Handling has been improved 
greatly in that it's much easier to turn 
and slide with precision. The front 
suspension is also much better than 
last year's. From there on, most 
everything's there, but it could be 
much better. Brakes, rear suspension 
and shifting are on the top of the 
“fix” list. If you take the time to sort 
the brakes and rear end you're half- 
way there. © 


DIRT BIKE 


EDITORIAL 


pu BIKE |o 


MAGAZINE Lots of young riders overlook the 
physical aspect. 1f they can't win 
they want more horses. Which is 
going tc make the bike harder to 
ride, which is going to make the 
rider even more tired, and so on. 
Instead of another port job or 
exhaust pipe, save the money and 
do, for example, 20 pushups and/or 
run a couple of miles every other 
day. It will do a lot more for you. In 
more than one way. Апа if you 
smoke or, even worse, drink or use 
any drugs, you are sure blowing it. 
None, I said none, of the top racers 
consider themselves so good that 
they can afford to slow themselves 
down by the use of either of the 
above. Take my word for it. 

And when you have proven your- 
self to be a consistent finisher in the 
lower numbers, maybe someday a 
dealer, a distributor or even a 
manufacturer will consider you good 
enough to be of value to him and 
help him promote his product, and 
therefore will ask you if you would 
like to ride or use his stuff. He would 
be referred to as your sponsor. Don't 
give up, keep on trying. o 


Okay, you all know... 3 


racing jersey isa 
desirable unit. You've 
seen Ake win the '72/ 
Trans- AMA 

one. You’ve seen .. 


the '73 Trans- AMA. 
But you couldn't get 
one, could you? Well, 
nobody could. Those 
were special factory 


Regular replicas, even bettg 
than the prototypes cause 
these have-the reinforced | n 


$14.95 + 50¢ postage and handling. Please 
send me, Racin’ Jersey (s) S M L XL 
Enclosed is $ check or money order 


OBLUE (QvELLOW ORED 


DIRT BIKE RACIN' JERSEY D6-9 
P.O. Box 14945 Las Vegas, Nev. 89114 


NAME 
STREET. 
CITY 
STATE 


Enduro Riders 


HOW QUICK CAN YOU ANSWER THIS ONE? 


You arrived at a check point 4 minutes late and the new 
average is 21 mph. How many miles behind are you? 


How long did it take you to get 1.4 miles? It took the 
Presettable Enduro Calculator (PEC I) 3 seconds! And 
there is no other calculator that can even compute late 
minutes!!! PEC I calculates late minutes and paces you 
when used with the bike’s odometer. 


0-39 average mph in 1 mph increments 
0-9 late minutes in 1 minute increments Mobile Engineering ENGINEERING 


Easy to operate with gloves on 
Direct cross-bar mounting Name 
Always readable, no carrying bags City 
Metal enclosure. No fragile, temperature- 
sensitive displays. 


(and many 
more of 
your favorite 
champions) 


THEY'RE ALL IN 
MOTOCROSS 


CHAMPIONS 
DOING THEIR THING! 


GET THIS $1.50 


ALL-CHAMPION E eio 
COLLECTOR'S COPY postage 


and handling 


MOTOCROSS CHAMPIONS 
Р.О. Box 317, Encino, CA 91316 рв-9 


Enclose $1.50 plus $.50 postage and 
handling for each copy ordered. 


Name. 
Address 
City. 


State Zip. 


LATE MIN AVERAGE MPR 


dh 


MOBILE 


606 El Cerro, El Sobrante, CA 94803 


Address 
State Zip 


Г] Send more information 


[1 $129.50 + $2.50 for handling, postage & insurance for РЕС I 


YOU DO THE RIDING . . . O Check 
Card No. 
LEAVE THE CALCULATING TO US... 


Signature 


ÛJ Money Order O M/C 


Expiration Date 


Dealer Inquiries Invited California Residents Add Tax 


SEPTEMBER 1976 


Мапу Smith 
National Champ, - 
125cc 74 75 


Marty Smith...Jammin' Jimmy 
Weinert...the top riders are 
teamed up with Jofa for the pro- 
tection that lets them go all out. 


That's the team...Jofa, top 


riders, and you. Jofa, with the line 


of protective gear recognized as 


© Volvo of America Corporation, Recreational Products Division, Rockleigh, New Jersey 07647 


With 12 ACTION, FULL COLOR 
MONTHS, plus features like 
CHAMPS OF YESTERYEAR, 
BENCH RACING, and more, it's 
a bargain at only $1.50, plus 50c 
postage and handling for each 
copy ordered. ORDER TODAY. 
AND REMEMBER A FRIEND 
— THEY MAKE SUPER GIFTS. 


А 


a Sia 


ofa 


the best. Riders like Smith and 
Weinert, who know this is the 
smart way to ride. 


Team Jofa...get with it! 


* Rock Guards * Shoulder Guards 
* Elbow Pads • Shin Guards * Equipment Bag 


The Protection Collection 


THE 1977 


pra 


20069 
CALENDAR 


IS ALREADY 
HERE 


AND WAITING 
FOR YOU 
TO GRABIT UP! 


Make check payable to HI TORQUE 06-9 
PUBLICATIONS. 

DIRT BIKE CALENDAR 

P.O. Box 317, Encino, CA 91316 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 
STATE 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES FOR READERS: 20 words for 
$2.00. 25c each additional word. 


COMMERCIAL RATES: 30c per word: Mini- 
mum $10.00. 


Only one ad per advertiser permitted at these 
rates in any one edition; maximum of 50 
words. No invoicing; payment must accom- 
Pany orders, including firms on account with 
display advertising. No commissions, 
frequency rates or discounts. Ads accepted on 
the condition that advertiser agrees to refund 
readers' money promptly if shipment is de- 
layed and reader requests refund, or if mer- 
chandise is returned (in good condition in 
reasonable period of time). Display style ads 
permitted in classified section at display 
advertising rates. 


DIRT BIKE Classified, 


А Вох 317, Епсіпо, 
California 91316. 


PUCH PARTS: All 5-ѕрееа 125cc and 
175cc parts in stock. Fast UPS COD 
delivery. We mail anywhere. SERENITY 
CYCLE, Bay Ridge Road, Orleans, MA 
02653: (617) 255-5695. 


OILFIELD OFFSHORE -— hundreds of 
employees earn $800 to $1500 a month. 
Send $5 for oilfield directory today. 
EDMONDS, Dept. DB, Box 7284, Metairie, 
Louisiana 70011. 


CZ MOTORCYCLES BELOW WHOLE- 
SALE COST. 1976 Falta 250cc — $1125; 
400cc Falta — $1225; 1975 250 GP Red 
Frame — $849; 1975 400cc GP Red Frame 
— $949; 1975 250 CZ Enduros — $699. All 
new, crated, shipped anywhere. 20 percent 
off on all CZ parts — one-day UPS. Call 
Crazy Whitey at THE NEW YORK MOTOR- 
CYCLIST, 250-70 Jamaica Ave., Bellerose, 
New York 11426; telephone (516) 328-3353. 


TWO STROKE PORTING — Expert 
porting and polishing to your or our specs. 
Hundreds of satisfied customers — many 
AMA professionals. $50 and up per cylinder 
depending on work requested. Inquiries 
invited. Send cylinder, pistons, carb and 
instructions, prepaid, to: MOTORCYCLE 
PERFORMANCE CENTER, INC., 6116 
Madison Avenue, Berkeley, Missouri 63134; 
(314) 524-7686. 


CANADIAN MOTORCYCLISTS. Now 
you can obtain the latest cycle accessories 
conveniently by mail order without all the 
hassle and expense of customs, duty, ‘etc. 
from CYCLE ACCESSORIES UNLIMITED, 
your 100 percent Canadian accessory 
dealer. Send $1 for our catalog of values 
today. Box 175, Port Coquitlam, B.C. V3C 
3V7. 


MINIATURE MOTORCYCLE BURGLAR 
ALARM blasts a loud electronic siren when 
motorcycle is moved. Adjustable to any 
movement, easy three-wire hook-up. 
Instructions, all hardware, switch and wire 
included ppd guaranteed. Send $35.00 for 
siren model (372"'x2"') or send 19.95 for the 
same alarm except used motorcycle’s horn 
instead (1 x124"). ALARM, 2622 Friend- 
ship Rd., Fallston, Maryland 21047. 


DIRT BIKE 


INDEX TO ADVERTISERS 
AERO PAs н а LE SE Б SS Э 8 99 
Americam MIC InSti. = x saves o aR aa еа кра 84 
UI BAK CTs. ао бон биза» эро 33 
Bay Area EGR 6 
Bel Ray: акс». a анг CE See i jede exe Ё а TER е ® Siva 85 
Big-4 ..... 4:61 
Bike Aft soss s a amei ...86 
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Camel NAMENS etu oe ES OMe 100 
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Crash ЕВ е аа BSG E те 91 
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Accessories 


for 
MX-Enduro 


Send $1.00 for catalog 
(Refundable on first purchase) 


TRAILS END 


16394 E. 14th St. 
San Leandro, CA 94578 
(415) 278-1565 


SEPTEMBER 1976 


НЕШКА ВАСК 


Јап. 72 
Feb. 72 
Маг. 72 
April 72 
May 72 
June 72 
July 72 
Aug. 72 
Sept. 72 
Oct. 72 
Nov. 72 
Dec. 72 


Jan. 73 
Feb. 73 
Mar. 73 
April 73 
May 73 


June 73. 


July 73 
Aug.73 


Sept. 73” 


Oct. 73 
Nov. 73 
Dec. 73 


Jan. 74 
Feb. 74 
Mar. 74 
April 74 
May 74 
June74 
July 74 
Aug.74 
Sept. 74 
Oct. 74 
Nov. 74 
Dec. 74 


- MAGAZINE ISSUES 


How to Pass us 3 
How to Climb Hills 2 PUCH 175 ISDT 
How to Trouble Shoot your Bike Shoulder Pad Shoot-Out 
Water Proof your Carb HA 
Install a Heli Coil 
Super Tune your Body : 
ing Сап Be E Trans-Ama 
Cornering an е Easy DB Insurance 
ново Cras :di Pursang Fix-up 
Secrets of Sand Riding К 
SOT ENERO Maico.400MX 
Breakin’ ina New Bike CZ 400 MX 
Deano 125 MX Shoot-Out 
Tran 20 ET Wrench Racing IV 
Trail REG Novice Advice 


Build your own Skid Plate World Trials 


Buying a Bike 

Hard core Maintenance 

Project Yamaha 

Motorcycle Hygiene 

Making.a “Real” Enduro Machine 
Project Yamaha Part IV 

Port. Purification 


k : : 
人 Enclose entire ad 


Bd ary Hi-Torque Publications 
Back Issues Dept. 


Vibration Proofing Lights Р.О. Box 317, Encino, CA 91316 
Gas Filter Shootout í * x E 

Toting Technology Circle desired issues. 
Cylinder Boring Secrets 
Facts on ES diShocks Enclose $1.00 plus 50 cents postage 
Winter AMA and handling for each copy ordered. 
Make your Own Suspension Covers 

Hangtown NAME 

Tank Mounting 

Chain Lube Shootout ADDRESS 

500cc World Champ Shootout CITY 

World Bench Racing Champs 


STATE 


Suspension Revisited 
Baja 500 Racers 

Baja Thousand 
Trans-Ama Wrap up 
BMX Godl Cup 


GET THOSE CRAYONS 
READY...AND 
MARKERS... . AND 
COLORED PENCILS! 


THE GIFT 
IDEA OF THE 
YEAR FOR 
KIDS, 

. FRIENDS AND 
YOU! 


BUY ONE DIRT BIKE COLORING BOOK 
BUY TWO P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 
BUY A BUNCH! 


$1.50 


Enclose $1.50 plus $.50 postage and handling for each 
copy ordered 


Name. 


Plus $.50 postage Address 


and handling City 


State 


97 


What do | like about motocross? photo by Action Oz 
I'll tell you what I like about motocross. 
It's such good, clean fun. 


DIRT BIKE 
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# 


Bell Star 120 $69.75 Also Moto 
Star $74.95 

Carrera goggles $12.95 

Red, white, blue vented Penton 
jersey $12.95 

Jim Davis shoulder pads $18.16 
Torsten Hallman GP gloves $18.00 
Hi Point nylon/ leathers, MX 
pants red leather w blue 

nylon $84.00 Enduro pants w flap 
to go over boots, blue leather w 
red nylon $89.00 

MX socks — red, gold, green, 
blue $4.95 

Hi Point MX boots $73.95 

Also ISDT style $73.95 

Bell Super Magnum, white or 
silver $58.75 

Hallman cross peak — red, white, 
blue, yel $3.15 

Scott goggles, clear $12.95; 
polarized $16.95 

Scott mask, white or blue $6.95 
Bultaco jersey, red/ wt/ blue 

or red & yellow $19.95 

Gold belt $16.95 

Miura leathers, gld/ blk, Blu/ blk 
$89.95; red/ gld/ blk w Bultaco on 
side $92.50 

Webco G.P. gloves $13.95 
Heckel boots, MX blue/ gold, 
yel/ blk, $85.00, Enduro 

blk/ red $85.00 Trials 

red/ yel $55.00 


I7. 


> Pie 


1213. 441 


Petty hex grips, red, yel, blk $3.95 
Oury grips red, yel, blu, blk $3.95 
Malcolm Smith grips, red, yel, 
blu, blk $3.95 

Torsten Hallman quick 

throttle $8.95 cable $3.35 
Magura dogleg lever assy, clutch 
or brake $11.99 

Andres handlebars, Husky or CZ 
style $19.95 

Number plates, white, red, green, 
yel, pk of 3 $3.95 

Petty front IB muder $7.95 

Foam fork protectors, red, yel, 
ЫК $3.95 

3.00 x 21 Trelleborg $36.10 

Petty MX rear fender $7.95 

450x 18 Trelleborg $44.15 

450x 18 Metzler $44.60 

Hi Point tank tool bag w 

card holder $21.75 

Koni shock absorbers 

(no springs) $68.00 

Bilstein gas shocks (no 

springs) $94.00 springs $16.00 
Marzocchi shocks with 

springs $99.00 

Fox Shox (no springs) $99.00 
springs $19.95 Also Gas Girlings 
(no springs) $82.00 springs $17.00 
Petty headlight number 

plate $17.95 

Petty integral taillight 

fender $18.95 


Also fast parts service for Bultaco, CCM, Hodaka, Husqvarna, Penton 


AERO -PA. 


PUTS !T ALL 
TOGETHER 


18. CCM 500-600cc Motorcycle- 
$2,950.00 to $3,100.00 


J 


TO ORDER: 

All orders will be sent C.O.D. unless prepaid in 
full including freight by check or money order. 
Total charges to your door: 

Cost of items ordered 

Illinois residents add 5% tax $ 

For freight & handling (i -__ шш 
If C.O.D. add с да шшш _ 


Total $ 


(Canadians апа Military please ааа $4.00 for 
shiping for boots, & leathers.) Prices subject to 
change. 


AERO-P.A. 

BOX 475 

McHENRY, ILL. 60050 
(815) 385-4661 

Please Send Me: 
Quantity 


Description 

Color 

Size 

Name 

Address 

City 
Stat. Zip 


| 
$ 
| 


©1976 R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. 


He challenges the last 
uncharted world. 

A frontier where discov- 
ery is the greatest reward 
of all. 

He smokes for pleasure. 

He gets it from the 
blend of Turkish and 
Domestic tobaccos in 
Camel Filters. 


Do you? т" № 


Turkish апа 
Domestic Blend 


18 mg. “tar”, 1.2 mg. nicotine av. per cigarette, FTC Report АРВ. 76. 


Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. 


